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SERMON I. 


On as GAusEs of Mey’ s being weary 
of Life. 





Jos, x. Le 
My foul is weary of my life seh it 


erase! OB, in the firft part of ae ae SERM: 
ea J . was the greateft of all the men ie, 
HL of the Eqf. His pofleffions were 
large; his family was numerous and flourith- 
ing; his own charaéter was fair and ‘blame- 
lefs.. Yet this man it pleafed God to vifit 
with extraordinary reverfes of fortune. He 
was tobbed of his whole fubftance. His 
fons and daughters all perified; and he 
himfelf, fallen from his high eftate, child- 
_lefs, and reduced to poverty, was {mitten 
Von. IV. B _ with 





School of The 
at Core em 


4 


2 
SERM. 


ficarem prmmced 


On the Caufes of 


with fore difeafe. His friends came about 
him, feemingly with the purpofe of ad- 
miniftering comfort. But from a harfh 
and ill-founded. conftruction of the in- 
tention of Providence in his  difafters, 
they only added to his forrows by un- 
jut upbraiding. Hence thofe many pa- 
thetic lamentations with which this; book 
abounds, poured forth in the moft beau- 
tiful and touching ftrain of Oriental poe- 
try. In one of thofe hours of lamenta- 
tion, the fentiment in the text was utter- 
ed; My foul is weary of my life; a fen- 
timent, which furely, if any fituation 
can juftify “it, was allowable in the cafe 


of Job. 


‘In’ fituations very different - from that 


of Job, under calamities far lefs. fevere, 


it is not uncommon to find fuch ‘a fen- 
timent working in the heart, and fome- 
times breaking forth from the lips of 
men.’ Many, very many there are, who, 
on one océafion or other, have experienced 
this wearinefs of life, and been tempted 
to. with that it would come’ to ‘a\clofe. 
Let us now examine in what circum- 
ftances this feeling may be deemed excufe~ 

able ; 
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able; in what it is to be held finful; and sERM. 


- under what reftriions we may, 
occafion, be permitted to fay, My foul is 


weary of my life. 


_Tsuarz nh eee the. words of the text 
in three lights: as exprefling, Fiz/#, The. 
fentiment of a difcontented man: Secondly, 


The fentiment of an affli€ted man; Thirdly, 


The fentiment ef a devout man. 


I. Let us confider the text as exprefling 


the fentiment of a difcontented. man; with: 
whom it is the effufion of fpleen, vexation, 


and diffatisfaGiion with life, arifing from 


caufes neither laudable nor juftifiable. There — 


are chiefly three claffes of men who are 
liable to this difeafe of the mind: the idle; 
the luxurious; the criminal. 


Firft, Tuts. wearinefs of life is often 


found among the idle; perfons common-. 


ly in. eafy circumftances of fortune, who 
are not engaged in any. of the laborious 
occupations of the world, and who are, 
at the fame time, without energy of mind 
to call them forth into any other line of 

B2- active 
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active exertion. In this languid, or ra- 
ther torpid ftate, they have fo many va- 
cant hours, and are fo much at a lofs 


how to fill up their time, that their fpi- 


rits utterly fink; they become burden- 
fome to themfelves, and to every one 
around them; and drag with pain the 
load of exiftence. What a convincing 
proof is hereby afforded, that man was 
defigned by his Creator to be an adtive 
being, whofe happinefs is to be found 
not merely in reft, but in occupation 
and purfuit! The idle are doomed to 
fuffer the natural punifhment of their 
inactivity and folly ; and from their com- 
plaints of the tirefomenefs of life there 
is no remedy but to awake from the 
dream of floth, and to fill up with pro- 
per employment the miferable vacancies 
of their days. Let them ftudy to _be- 
come ufefal to the world, and they fhall 
foon become lefs burdenfone to. them- 
felves. They fhall begin to enjoy exift- 
ence; they fhall reap the rewards which’ 


‘Providence has annexed to virtuous ac- 


tivity; and have no more caufe to high 


My Yada is weary of my ti ea 
Next, 


Men's being weary of Life. 
Next, THE luxurious and the diffipated 
form another clafs of men, among whom 
fuch complaints are ftill more seunsig 


With them they are not the fruit of idle- 
nore Thefe are men who have been 
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bufied enough; they have run the whole ~ 


race of pleafure; but they have run it 
with fuch inconfiderate fpeed, that it ter- 
minates in wearinefs and vexation of {pi- 
rit. By the perpetual courfe of diffipa- 
tion in which they are engaged; by the 
excefles which they indulge; by the riot- 
ous revel, and the midnight, or rather 
ae hours to which they prolong 


eir feftivity; they have debilitated their 


odies, and worn out their fpirits. Sa- 
tiated with the repetition of their ac- 
cuftomed pleafures, and. yet unable to 
find any new ones in their place; wan- 
_ dering round and round their former 
haunts of joy, and ever returning dif- 
appointed; weary of themfelves, and of 
all things about them, their fpirits are 
oppreffed with a deadly gloom, and the 
complaint burfts forth of odious life and 


a miferable world. Never are thefe com-. 


plaints more frequent than at the clofe 
ee of 
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of rounds of amufement, and after a long 
repetition of feftal pleafures; when the 
fpirits which had been forced. up, as by 
fome intoxicating drug, to an unnatural 
height, fubfide into profound dejeétion. 
What increafes the evil is, that it is not 
among the infirm, and the aged, but 
among the young, the gay, and the pro- 
fperous, who ought to be reputed the hap- 
pieft men, that this diftafte of life oak 
frequently prevails. 

When perfons of this defcription, in 
their peevith and fplenetic hours, exclaim 
My foul is weary of my life, \et them 
know, let them be affured, that this is 
no other than ‘the judgment of God 
overtaking them for their vices and fol- 
lies. Their complaints of mifery are en- 
titled to no compaflion; nay, they are 
finful, becaufe they arife from a finful 
caufe; from a mind broken and debafed 
by luxury and corruption. They are the 


* authors of their own mifery, by having 


thrown away on the follies of the world 


thofe powers which God had _ beftowed 
on them for nobler ends,—Let them re- 
turn to the duties of men and Chriftians. 


Let. 
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Let them retreat from frivolity and ab- SERM. 
I. 


ftain from excefs. Let them ftudy tem- 
perance, moderation, and felf-command. 
By entering on a virtuous and manly 
courfe of a@ion, and applying to the 
honourable difcharge of the functions of 
their ftation, they will acquire different 


views. They will obtain more real enjoy- 


ment of life, and become more willing to 
prolong it. But, after the warnings 
which God has given them of their mif- 
behaviour by the inward mifery they 
fuffer, if they ftill continue to run the 
fame intemperate round, and to drain 
pleafure to the laft dregs, it fhall come 
to pafs, that they:who now contemn life, 
and are impatient of its continuance, 
fhall be the perfons moft eager to pro- 
long it. When they behold it in reality 
drawing towards a clofe, and are obliged 
to look forward to what is to come after 
it, they fhall be rendered awfully fen- 
fible of its value. They will then grafp 
eagerly at the flying hours; anxious to 





ftop them if they could, and to employ 


ae 


every moment that remains in repairing . 
their paft errors, .and in making their 


Ba4 peace, 
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peace; if poflible, with God and heaven, 
_ According as they have fown, they now 
reap. ‘hey are reduced éo eat the fruit of 
their own ways, and to be filled with their 
own devices. 


THERE remains ftill a third clafs of thofe 
who from difcontent are become weary 
of life; fuch as have embittered it to 
themfelves by the confcioufnefs of cri- 
minal deeds. They have been, perhaps, 
unnatural to their parents, or treache- 
rous to their friends; they have vio- 
lated their fidelity; have enfnared and 
ruined the innocent; or have occafioned 
the death of others. There is no won- 
der that fuch perfons fhould lofe their 
relifh for life. To whatever arts they 
may have recourfe for procuring a de- 
ceitful peace, confcience will at times ex- 
ert its native power, and fhake over them 
its terrific fcourge. The internal mifery 
they endure has fometimes arifen to fuch a 
height, as had made them terminate, with 
their own hands, an exiftence which 
they felt ta be infupportable—To the 
complaints of fuch perfons no remedy 

can 
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can be furnifhed, except what arifes from SBRM. 


the bitternefs. 3 fincere and deep repent- 
ance. We can do no more than exhort 
them to atone as much as is in their power 
for the evils they have committed; and 


to fly tothe divine mercy through Jefus — 


Chrift for pardon and forgivenefs. Let 


us now, 


II. Turn to perfons of another de- 
{cription, and confider the fentiment in the 
text as exhorted by fituations of diftrefs, 
Thefe are fo varioufly multiplied in the 
world, and often fo oppreflive and heavy, 
that affuredly it is not uncommon to hear 
the affli@ed complain that they are weary 
of life. Their complaints, if not always 
allowable, yet certainly are more excufable 
than thofe which flow from the fources 
of diffatisfa@tion already mentioned. They 
are fufferers, not fo much through their 
own mifcondué, as through the appoint- 
ment of Proyidence; and therefore to per- 
fons in this fituation it may feem more 
needful to offer confolation, than to give 
admonition. However, as the evils which 
produce this impatience of life are of differ- 

ent 


10 
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ent forts, a diftin@ion muft be made as to 
the fituations which can moft excufe it. 


Sometimrs, the exclamation in the 
text may be oceafioned by deep and ovér- 
whelming grief. When they whom we 
had moft affectionately loved, and in 
whom we had placed the felicity of our 
days, are taken away, our connexion 


_with life appears to be diffolved. ‘ Why 


* fhould we furvive thofe to whom our 
“ fouls were tied? Would to God we 
** had died before them ! Now when they 
© are gone, all pleafure and hope is gone 
astous. ‘To usthe fun no longer fhines 
“« with its ufual brightnefs. No longer 
*¢ cheerfulnefs invefts the face of Nature. 
On every object a fad gloom appears 
to reft; and every employment of life 
is become an oppreffive burden.” With 
the feelings of thofe who are thus dif- 
trefled we naturally fympathife. They 
are frequently the feelings of the moft 


-~ 


¢ 


a. 


ée 


virtuous and amiable minds: And yet 


fuch perfons muft be told, that grief may 
be indulged fo far as to Receithes immo- 
derate and improper. There are bounds 
which 
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which are preferibed to it both by teafon SERM. 
and by religion. A Chriftian ought not a 
to mourn like thofe who have no hope. 

While He feels his forrows as a man, he 

fhould alfo ftudy to bear them like a 

man, with fortitude; and not abandon 
himfelf to feeble and fruitlefs melancholy.- 

Let him have recourfe to a ftrenuous dif- 

charge of the duties of his ftation, and 
-confider it as incumbent on him to make 

the beft improvement that he can of thofe 
comforts which Providence has ftill left in 


his pofleffion, 


AGAIN; it fometimes happens that, 
apart from grief, great reverfes of world- 
- fortune give rife to the lamentation 
in the text. This was the cafe with Job 
himfelf, A fudden fall from opulence 
into indigence and want; fome undefer- 
ved difgrace incurred, or fome unexpect- 
ed cloud thrown over former reputation 
and fame; the unkindnefs and defertion 
of friends, or- the infolent triumph of 
enemies, are apt to overwhelm the minds 
of men with gloom, and to reduce them 
to be weary of life. To perfons under 
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fuch calamities, fympathy is due. That 
fympathy, however, will be proportioned 
to the degree in which we confider them, 
as free_from blame in the misfortunes 
which they fuffer. As far as, through 
their own mifconduct and vice, they 
have been the authors to themfelves, of 
thofe misfortunes, we withdraw our pity. 
The burden which they have brought 
on themfelves, we leave them to bear 
as they can; and with little concern 
we hear them exclaim that their /ouls 
are weary of life. Not only fo, but 
even in cafes where calamities have fallen 
on the innocent, to the pity which we 
feel for them will be joined a fecret con- 
tempt, if we perceive that, together with 
their profperity, their courage and for- 





. titude have alfo forfaken them. To 


abandon themfelves to dejeftion carries 
no mark of a great or a worthy mind. 
Inftead of declaring that his /oul is weary 
of his life, it becomes a brave and a good 
man, in the evil day, with firmnefs to 


- maintain his poft, to bear up againft the 


ftorm; to have recourfe to thofe advan- 
tages which, in the worft of times, are 
| 9 always 
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always left to integrity and virtue; and SERM. 


never to give up the hope that better days 
may yet arife. 

It is good for perfons in fuch fituations 
to remark that, though Job was for a 
long while feverely tried by a variety of 
diftreffes, yet his condition was not left 
finally unhappy. On the contrary, the 
goodnefs of that God whom he had ferved 
returned at'laft to fhine upon him with 
greater brightnefs than ever. His riches 
were reftored to him twofold. The loffes 
in his family were repaired by a new 
offspring. His name became again re- 
’ nowned in the eaft; and the latter end of 
‘Fob, we are told, was more bleffed than the 
beginning. 


Bur ftill, it may be afked, will not 
the continuance of long and fevere dif- 
eafe juftify the exclamation in the text, 
My foul is weary of my life? ‘To perfons 
who are forfaken by all the bleffings of 
health, and who have no profpect left, 


but that of lingering under ficknefs or’ 


pain, Job’s complaint may afluredly be 


forgiven more than to si thers, Though: 


it 
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SER Mp» it might be fuggefted to them, that ever 
—_, in old age and ficknefs, except in very 
extreme cafes, fome refources are always 
left, of which they may avail themfelves 
for relief; yet it muft be admitted, that 
lawfully they may with their fufferings 
to be brought to an end. Still, however, 
they mutt remember, that refignation to 
the pleafure of Heaven continues to be 
their duty to the laft. As long as any 
part remains to be acted, as long as their 
' continuance in the world can ferve any 
valuable purpofe, it 1s more-honourable to 
bear the load with magnanimity, than to 
give way to a querulous and dejected fpirit. 
It remains, , 


III. To addrefs myfelf to another or- 
der of men, among whom, though more 
rarely, than among thofe whom Ihave 
defcribed, the fentiment of the text is to, 
be found.» ‘They are perfons who have. 
no particular complaint to make of the 
injuftice of the world, or the affliGions. 
of their ftate. But they are tired of, the. 
vanity of the world, of its infipid -enjoy-. 
ments, and its perpetually revolving circle 

15 “of 
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a trifles and follies. They feel. them- SERM. 


felves made for fomething greater and 
nobler. ‘They. are. difgufted and hurt 
“with, the fcenes of wickednefs that are 
often pafling before their eyes. ‘Their 
hearts are warmed with the thoughts of 
a purer and more perfed exiftence de- 
figned for man; and in the moments of 
afpiration after it, the exclamation breaks 
forth, My foul i is weary of my life.—Ob ! that 
L had wings like a dove! for then 1 would 
fy away. and be at ref, Lod then vi zoould 
wander far off, and remain in the wilder 
nefs.. I rwould haften my efcape, from the 
windy form and tempo. For I have feen 
violence ana. Strife in the city. Wickedne/s 
is in the midft thereof ; deceit and fuile de- 
part not from her fireets *. In this view 
the fentiment. in the text may fometimes 
be that of a devout man. . But fuch per= 
fons I muft admonith,. that their devotion, 
however fincere, is not altogether of a 
rational and chaftened kind. It was from 


this temper that, in former ages of the 


church, the numerous race fprung of an 


* 


~ * Pfalm ly. 6—11. 
raw ote Chores, 


heecronmyeremnenelt 
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chorets, hermits, and all the various 


orders who voluntarily abandoned the 
world, to people the lonely defarts and 
the monaftic retreat. The ordinary courfe 
of things feemed below them as candidates 
for heaven. The concerns of the world 


appeared unworthy of their attention, and 


dangerous to their virtue. Breathing after 
a higher ftate, they imagined that they 
could not abftract haralelves too much 
from every earthly amufement, as long 
as they were forced to remain in this place. 
of exile. 

Let us beware of all fuch imaginary 
refinements as produce a total difrelith 
of our prefent condition. They are, for 
the moft part, grafted either on difap- 
pointed purfuits, or on a melancholy and 
Iplenatic caft of mind. They are far 
from contributing to happinefs, and are 
Inconfiftent with all the a€ive virtues of 


‘man. ‘This life deferves not indeed to 


be put in competition with that bleffed 
immortality to which God has raifed our 
Ropes. But fuch as it is, it ig the gift 
of God. It is the fphere in which his 
wifdom has placed us, and appointed us 

to 
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to a& our parts. As long as it lafts, . we 
-muft neither flight the duties which it 
requires; nor undervalue the innocent 
enjoyments which it offers. It belongs 


to a man to live among men as his: 


brethren; which he who declares himfelf 
weary of life is not qualified to do with 


propriety. 


‘Tuus I have placed before you, in 
the fentiment in the text ; 


various views, 
and have fhewn in what cht rere 
and from What caufes, that difrelith of 
life arifes which is often found among 
mankind. On a review of the whole 
we cannot but acknowledge, that it. is 
oftener to be afcribed to our own vices 
and follies, than to any. other sais 
Among the multitudes in the world, 

whom at this day life is burdenfome, un 
far greater number is of thofe who have 
rendered it fo to themfelves. Their idle+ 
nefs, their luxury and pleafures, their 
eriminal deeds, their immoderate paffions, 
their timidity and bafenefs of mind, have 


pce them in fuch a degree, as to 


‘make 


Vou. IV. Cc 
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make them weary of their exiftence. 
_ Preyed upon by difcontent of their own 
creating, they complain of life when they 
ought to reprehend themfelves. 

Various afflictions there doubtlefs are 


‘in the world; many perfons with whom 


we have ae to fympathife, and whom 
we might reafonably forgive for wifh- 
ing death to clofe their forrows. But of 
the evils which embitter life, it muft be 
admitted, that the greater part is fuch as 
we have brought on ourfelves; or at leaft 
fuch as, if we were not wanting to our- 
felves, might be tolerably fupported. 
When we compute the numbers of thofe 
who are difpofed to fay, My foul is weary 
of my life, fome there are to whom this - 
fentiment is excufable ; but many more 
among whom it is in no way juftifiable. 
I admit that among the worthieft and the 
beft, there may be dark moments in which 
fome feeling of this nature may be apt to 
intrude upon their minds. But with them 
they are only moments of occafional and 
pafling gloom. They foon recal the vigour 
of their minds; and return with {atisfac- 
; | tion 
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participation of the enjoyments of life. 
One great caufe of men’s becoming 
weary of life is grounded on the mif- 
taken views of it which they have formed, 
and the falfe hopes which they have en- 
tertained from it. They have expected a 
{cene of enjoyment; and when they meet 
with difappointments and diftreffes, they 
complain of life as if it had cheated and 
betrayed them. God ordained no fuch 
poffeffion for man on earth as continued 
pleafure. For the wifeft purpofes he de- 
figned our ftate to be chequered: with 
pleafure and pain. As fuch let us receive 
it, and make the beft of what is doomed 
to be our lot. Let us remain perfuaded, 
that fimple and moderate pleafures are 


always the beft; that virtue and a good. 


confcience are the fureft foundations of 
enjoyment; that he who ferves his God 
and his Saviour with the pureft inten- 
tions, and governs his paffions with the 
greateft care, is likely to lead the happieft 
life. Following thefe principles, we fhall 
meet with fewer occafions of being weary 
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SERM. of life; we. fhall always find fome atis- 
4s } factions mixed with its crofles; and fhall 
be enabled to wait with a humble and 
contented mind till the Almighty, in his 
appointed time, finifh our ftate of trial, 


and remove us to a more blefled abode. 
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On CuHariry as the End of the 
COMMANDMENT. : 





‘1. TIMOTHY, 1. 5. . 


ow the end of the commandment is charity, 
out of a pure heart, and of a good con 
gene and of futh unfeigned. 
[7 appears: ola this chapter that one. 
-defign of the Apoftle, in’ writing °to’ 
Timothy,..was to guard ‘him againft’ cer2 
tain corrupters of Chriftian doatrine,” who 
had already arifen in the church.! “TS 
Aheir falfe reprefentations ‘of> religion -he 
oppofes: that: general view of it-which’ id 
given in the text. ! Sach fum*ivaries ‘of 
religion /frequently /oécur ‘in’ the: facred 
writings ;/ and: are ‘extremely: ufeful, By 
@2 C3 the 
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SERM. the comprehenfive energy with which they 
J. exprefs the great lines of our duty, they 


both imprint them on our memory, and 
bring them home to our confcience with 
force. In the progrefs of this difcourfe, 
T hope to make it appear, that the words 
of the text afford a moft enlarged and 
inftructive view of religion im all its chief 
parts. 

The Apoftle pronounces thariey to be 
ihe end or {cope of the commandment, that 
is, of the lawsof God. At the: fame time, 
in order to prevent miftakes on this moft 
important fubject, he fubjoins to charity 
certain. adjundts,. as neceflary to qualify 
it, and to render the Chiriftian charaéter 
complete. Thefe are the pure heart, =F 
g00d confciencey ‘and faith unfeigned. 


_ tweating of thefe, I \thall thew the nature 


of their connexion with charity, and the 
importance of their pheing bat united 
with it. 

The ends of the commandment is Bae: 
Ghasiny isthe fame with benevolence or 
love;,and is the term uniformly em- 
ployed, in the New Teftament, ‘to denote 
all the good. affections which we ought — 
Pad : ta 


of the Commandment. - 


to bear towards one another. It confifts 
not in fpeculative ideas of general bene- 
volence floating in the head, and leaving 
the heart, as fpeculations too often do, 
untouched and cold. Neither is it con- 
fined to that indolent good-nature, which 
makes us reft fatisfied with being free 
from inveterate malice, or ill-will to our 
fellow-creatures, without prompting us 
to be of fervice to any. ‘True charity 
is an active principle. It is not properly 
a fingle virtue; but. a difpofition refi- 
ding in the heart, as a fountain whence 
all the virtues of benignity, candour, for- 
bearance, generofity, compaffion, and li- 
berality flow, as fo many native ftreams. 
From general good-will to all, it extends 
its influence particularly to thofe, with 
whom we ftand in neareft connedtion, 
and who are diretly within the {phere 
of our good offices. From the country 
or community to which we belong, it 


- defcends. to the fmaller affociations of ' 


neighbourhood, relations, and friends ; 
and fpreads itfelf over the whole circle 
-of focial and domeftic life. I mean not 
that it imports a promifcuous undiftin- 

i Sa": ‘guifhing 
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guithing affetion, which gives every 


/ man an equal title to our love. “Cha- 


rity, if we fhould endeavour to carry it 
fo far, would be rendered" an impracti- 
cable virtue, and would refolve ‘itfelf 
into mere words, without affeGing the 
heart. True charity attempts not to fhut 
our eyes to the ‘diftin@tion between good 
and bad men ; nor to warm our hearts 
equally to thofe who befriend and thofe 
who injure nis; It referves our efteem 
for good men, and our complacency for 
our friends. Towards our \ enemies it 
infpires forgivenefs and humanity. It 
breathes univerfal candour, and. liberality 
of fentiment. It forms gentlenels of 
temper, and dictates affability of man- 
ners. It prompts correfponding fympa- 
thies with them who rejoice and them 
who weep. It teaches us to flight and 
defpife mo man. Charity is the com- 
forter of the afflicted, : the protector of , 
the opprefled, the reconciler of differences, 
the interceflor for offenders. It is faith- 


fulnefs i in the friend, public fpirit in ‘the ; 


magiftrate, equity and patience in the 


judge, moderation in the fovereign, and 


loya alty 
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loyalty in the fubje@. In parents it is 
care and attention; in children it-is re- 
verence and fubmiffion. ‘In a word, it 
is the foul of focial life. It is the fun 
that enlivens and cheers the abodes of 
men. It is ike the dew of: Hermon, fays 
the Pfalmift, and°the dew that defcendeth 
on the mountains of Zion, where the Lord 
commanded the bleffi offi ng, even life Jor ever= 


more *, 


Sucu charity, fays the text, is the end 
of the commandment. This affertion of the 
Apoftle is undoubtedly confonant to all 
that reafon can fuggeft on the fubject of 
religion. For on confidering.the nature 
of the Supreme Being, reafon gives us 
much ground to believe, that the chief 
defign of all‘! the commandments which 
he has given to men, is to promote their 
happinefs. - Independent and felf fufficient, 
that Supreme Being has nothing to exac& 
from us for his own -intereft’ or felicity. 
By our fervices he cannot be benefited, 
nor by our offences injured. “When ‘he 
‘created! the world, it was benevolence that 


$ 
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moved him to confer exiftence. When 
he made himfelf known to his creatures, 
benevolence in like manner moved him 
to give them laws for their conduc. | 
Benevolence is the fpring of legiflation 
in the Deity, as. much as it was the 
motive of creation. He iffued his com- 
mands on earth on purpofe that, by obe- 
dience to them, his creatures might be 
rendered happy among themfelves in this 
life, and be prepared for greater happinefs 
in another. Charity, efpecially when 
joined with purity, good confcience, and 
faith, is obvioufly the great inftrument 
for this purpofe; and therefore muft needs 
poffefs the chief and primary place in the 

laws of God, . 
Accordingly, throughout the New Tef- 
tament, it is uniformly prefented to us 
in the fame light in which it is placed by 
the text. This is known to all who have 
any acquaintance with the facred books. 
Charity is termed the fulfilling of the law, 
and the bond of perfecue/s. \t was aflum- 
ed by our Blefled Lord as the character- 
iftical diftinQion of his difciples; and 
in that magnificent eulogium which the 
apoftle 
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thirteenth chapter of the firft epiftle to 
Corinthians, it is exprefsly preferred by 
him to faith and hope. This deferves to 
be ferioufly confidered by thofe who are 
apt to undervalue charity as an appen- 
dage of what they contemptuoufly call 


Morality; while they confine true reli-- 


gion to fome favourite tenets and obfer-~ 
vances of their own, which they con- 
 fider as comprehending the fum of what 
is acceptable to God.; Such perfons thew 
themfelyes profoundly ignorant of the 
nature of religion, and may too often be 
fufpected of being ftrangers to its influence. 
For, as the apoftle John reafons, He that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath feen, 
how can he love that God whom he hath 
uot feen * ? 


At the fame time, while I afcribe to 
charity that high place in the fyftem of re- 


Pc 


ligion, which juftly belongs to it, I am not — 


_to be underftood as confining all religion 
to this difpofition alone. With much 


® x John, iv. 20, 
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wifdom. and propriety, the text hath an-- 
nexed to it certain adjunéts, without 
which neither the character of a good 
man can be completed, nor charity it- 
felf exercifed to advantage. To the con- 
fideration of thefe I now proceed; and 
I enter the more readily on this branch 
of the fubject, as there is ground to be- 
lieve, that many pretend to poffefs cha- 
rity, without properly underftanding its 
nature and efficacy. There has been al- 
ways an unhappy tendency among men 
to run to extremes, ‘on one fide or other, 
in matters of religion. As one fet of 
men; who employ all their zeal on right 
belief, are prone to undervalue good 
practice; fo another fet, who wifh to be 
efteemed ‘rational Chriftians, are inclined 
to reft the whole of their duty-on chari- 
table deeds, while they overlook certain 
difpofitions and habits which ought always 
to accompany them. It is therefore of 
importance that the miftakes of both, thefe 
claffes of men fhould be re@tified, in ordet 
that religion may be held forth, tothe world 
in its complete form, and in its full and 
undiminifhed hiftre srs 
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ed out in the text is purity ; charity out 
of a pure heart. . Purity includes the 
virtues which habs to the individual, 
confidered in himfelf, and with refpeé 
to the government of his defires and 
pleafures. It hath its feat in the heart; 
but extends its influence over fo much 
of the outward conduct, as to form a 
great and material. part of the character. 
They are only the pure in heart, we are 
told by our Saviour, who can fee God*. 
It is alfo true, that they are only the fure 
in heart who can properly difcharge their 
duties towards mankind. JInordinate love 
of pleafure, intemperance, fenfuality, and 
a courle of irregular life, are inconfiftent, 
not only with the general charaéter of a 
good man, but alfo with the peculiar 
exercifes of charity and benevolence. For 
nothing is more certain than that habits 
of licentious indulgence contribute to 
ftifle all the good affections; to harden 
the heart; to nourith that fel lfith attach- 
ment to our own vicious pleafures which 


» 


* Matth. y. 8. 
renders 


ate 


3° 


SERM. 


heey 


On Charity as the End 


renders us infenfible to the circumftances 
and - wants of others. A profligate 
man is feldom found to be a good huf- 
band, a good father, or a beneficent 
neighbour. How many young perfons 
have at firft fet out in the world with 
excellent difpofitions of heart; generous, 
charitable, and humane; kind to their 
friends, and afniable among all with 
whom they had intercourfe? And yet 
how often have we feen all thofe fair 
appearances unhappily blafted in the pro- 
grefs of life, merely through the influ- 
ence of loofe and corrupting pléafures ; 
and thofe very ‘petfons who promifed 
once to be bleflings to the world, funk 
down in the end, to be the burden and 
nuifance of fociety! The pfofufion of 
expence which their pleafures occafion, 
accounts in a great meafure for the fatal 
reverfe that takes place in their charac- 
ter. It ‘not only . drains the fources 
whence the ftreams of beneficence fhould 
flow, but often obliges them to become 
oppreflive and cruel to thofe whom it was 
their duty to have patronifed and déup- 


ported. 


Purity 
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fore be held fundamental to charity and 
love, as well as to general piety and vir- 
tue. The licentious, I know, are ready 
‘to imagine, that their occafional deeds 
of bounty and liberality will atone- for 
many of their private diforders. But, 
befides that fuck plans of compenfation 
for vices, by fome fuppofed virtues, are 
always fallacious, the licentious may be 
affured, that it is an appearance only of 
charity, not the reality of it, to which 
they can lay claim. For that great vir- 
tue confifts not-in occafional a@ions of 
humanity, in fits of kindnefs or compal- 
fion, to which bad men may be prompted 
by natural inftin® ; but in the fleady and 
regular exercife of thofe good affections, 
and the difcharge of thofe important .du- , 
ties towards others, for which the licen= 
tious are ina great meafure difqualified. 
Their criminal propenfities dire their 
inclinations ‘to, very different objets and 
purfuits; and often determine them te 
facrifice the juft rights of others, fome- 
times to facrifice the peace and the re- 
putation of the-innocent, ‘to the’ eratifi- 
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cation of their paflions. Such is the per- 
nicious influence which the love of plea» 
jure has on the good qualities of its. de- 
voted votaries. The impure heart is like 
the ftlagnant and putrifying lake, which 
fends forth its poifonous exhalations to 
corrupt and wither every plant that grows 
on its banks. . 


THe fecond qualification annexed to 
Charity, in the text, is, that it be ofa 
food confcience. By this | underftand the 
Apofile to mean, that charity be in full 
conliftency with juftice and integrity ; 
that the con/eience of the man, who pur- 
pofes to perform actions of benevolence; 
be free from the reproach of having ne 
glected the primary duties of equity. 


» For, undoubtedly, juftice is a virtue pri- 


mary to charity; that is, it muft go be- 
fore it in all its exertions One muft firft 
do jujily before he can pretend that he 
loves mercy.——Religion, my friends, in or 
der to render it ufeful to mankind, mutt 
be brought down by its teachers from the 


fublimity of {peculation to the funGions 


and occupations of ordinary life. It is 


with 2 
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my duty to admonifh you, that you muft, 
in the firft place, be fair in all your deal- 
ings with others; you mutt difcharge the 
debts you owe; you muft pay the wages 
due to your fervants and dependents; you 
mutt provide for your own family, and be 
_ juft to the claims of relations; then, and 


then only, you can, from a good confcience, 


as the text enjoins, perform acts of genero- 
fity and mercy. . 
' This leads to a refle@ion which here 
deferves our attention; that, in order to 
fulfil that charity which is the end of the 
commandment, ceconomy, and good order 
in private life, ought to be carefully ftudied 
by all Chriftians, This is more clofely 
connected with @ good confcience, than 
many feem inclined to admit. Oeco- 
nomy, when prudently and temperately 
condudted, is the fafeguard of many 
virtues; and is in a particular manner 
favourable to the exertions of benevo- 
lence. He who by inconfiderate con- 
du& is injuring his circumftances, will 
probably in time lofe the inclination, and 
certainly is depriving himfelf of the means, 
of being ferviceable to his brethren. Some 
Vou. IV. D important 
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charit which have no connexion with 
giving or beftowing. Candour, forgive- 
nefs, gentleneis, and fympathy, are due to 
our brethren at all times, and in every fitu- - 
ation of our own fortune. The poor have 
opportunities for difplaying thefe virtues as 
well as the rich. They who have nothing 
to give, can often afford relief to others, 
by imparting what they feel. But, as far 
as beneficence is included in charity, we 


ought always to remember, that juftice 


muft, inthe firft place, be held inviolably 
facred. 

The wifdom of feripture remarkably — 
appears, in the connexion pointed out by 
the text between charity and good con/fcience 
or integrity ; a connexion which I appre- 
hend is often not attended to fo’ much 
as it deferves. Among the frugal and in- 
duftrious, great regard is commonly paid 
to juftice. ‘They will not defraud. They 


will not take any unlawful advantage 


in their dealings: And, fatisfied with this 
degree of good confcience, they are ftran- 
gers to that charity which is the end 
of the commandment. They are hard and 

unfeeling. 
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their demands. They know nothing of 
humanity, forgivenefs, or compaflion.— 
Among another clafs of men, who have 
been more liberally educated, and who are 
generally of a higher rank in life, juf- 
tice is apt to be confidered as a virtue lefs’ 


noble than charity; and which may on 


fome occafions be difpenfed with. They 


ate humane, perhaps, and tender in their ~ 


feelings. They are eafy to their depend- 
ents. They can be liberal, even to pro- 
fufion. While, at the fame time, they 
are accumulating debts, which they know 
themfelves unable to difcharge. Their 
affairs are allowed to run into confufion. 
Oeconomy and good order are neglected. 


The innocent, in great numbers, fuffer. 


materially through their mifmanagement : 
And all the while they aflume to them- 
felves the praife of being generous and 
good-hearted men. This furely is not that 
charity which the Gofpel enjoins; and 
which, in its very effence, involves good 
confcience and integrity. He, who, pre- 
tends to do good to his brethren without 
firt-doing them juftice, cannot be account- 
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ed their real friend. True charity is not 
a meteor, which occafionally glares; but a 
luminary, which, in its orderly and regular 
courfe, difpenfes a benignant influence. 


Tue third and laft adjun&@ connefted in 
the text with charity is, that it be of faith 
unfeigned. Faith, in the {cripture fenfe of it, 
includes thé’ whole of religious principles 
refpecting God, and refpecting Chrift. 


‘Good principles, without good pradtice, I 


confefs, are nothing; they are of no avail 
in the fight of God, nor in the eftimation 
of. wife men. But practice not founded 
on principle is likely to be always ‘unftable 
and wavering; and, therefore, the faith of 
religious principles enters, for a very con- 


‘fiderable fhare, into the proper difcharge 


of the duties of charity. 

It will be admitted that, without faith, 
our duties towards God cannot be pro- 
perly performed. You may be affured, 
that your duties towards men will always 
greatly fuffer from the want of it. Faith, 
when pure and genuine, fupplies to every 
part of virtue, and in particular tothe vire 
tue of charity, many motives and affiftances, 


of 
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who acts from faith, ats upon the high 
principle of regard to the God who hath 


made him, and to the Saviour who re- 


deems him; which will often ftimulate 


him to his duty when other principles of 
benevolence became faint and languid, or 
are crofled by oppofite interefts. When he 
confiders himfelf as purfuing’the approba- 
tion of that divine Being, from whom love 
defcends, a facred enthufiafm both prompts 
and confecrates his charitable difpofitions. 
Regardlefs of men, or of human recom- 
pence, he is carried along by a higher im- 
pulfe. He aéts with the fpirit of a follower 


- of the Son of God, who not only has 


enjoined love, but has enforced it by the 
example of laying down his life for man- 
kind. Whatever he does in behalf of his 
fellow-creatures he confiders himfelf as do- 
ing, in fome degree, to that divine Perfon, 
who hath faid, Iwa/much as ye have done it 
unto one of the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me*. Hence charity is 
with him not only a moral virtue, but a 
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Chriftian grace. It acquires additional dig~ 
nity and energy from being conneéted with 
the heavenly ftate and the heavenly inha- 
bitants. He mingles with’beings of a higher 
order, while he is difcharging his duty to 
his fellow-creatures on earth; and by join- 
ing faith and piety to good works, he com- 
pletes the chara€ter of a Chriftian, 


Tuus I have endeavoured to explain 
the full fenfe of that comprehenfive view 
of religion which is given in the text. I 
have fhewn in what refpeéts charity, joined 
with the pure heart, the good confcience, and 
faith unfeigned, forms the end of the com-~ 


mandment. Let us ever keep in view thofe 


_effential parts of a virtuous character, and 


preferve them in their proper union. Thus 
fhall our religion. rife into a regular and 
well-proportioned edifice, where each part 
gives firmnefs and fupport to another. If 
any one of thofe material parts be wanting 
in the ftru@ture; if, out of our fyftem of 
charity, either purity, or juftice, or faith, be 
left, there will be cracks and flaws in the 
building which prepare its ruin. 
This is jndeed one of the greateft and 
moft frequent errors of men, in their moral 
conduct. - 
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pieces and corners only. Few are fo de- 

praved as to be without all fenfe of duty, 
and all regard to it. To fome moral qua- 
lities which appear to them amiable or 
eftimable, almoft all men lay claim; and 
on thefe they reft their worth in their own 
eftimation. But thefe fcattered pieces of 
virtue, not uniting into one whole, nor 
‘forming a confiftent character, have no 
powerful influence on their general habits 
of life. From various unguarded quarters 
they lie open to temptation. Their lives 
are full of contradiction, and perpetually 
flutuate between good and evil. Virtue 
can neither rife to its native dignity, nor 
attain its proper rewards, until all its chief 
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parts be joined together in our character, 


and exert an equal authority in regulating 
eur condua. 


[4o ] 


SERMON il. 


On our Lives being in the Hand of 
Be Go, 


[Preached at the Beginning of a New Year *.] 


PSALM Xxxi. I¢. 


MM: ly times are in thy Hand.— 


“tee 5 ayake fun that rolls over our heads, 
the food that we receive, the reft 

that we enjoy, daily admonith us of a 
fuperior power, on whom the inhabitants 

of the earth depend “for light, life, and 
fubfiftence. But as long as all things 
proceed in their ordinary courfe; when 

day returns after day with perfe& fimi- 
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and nothing occurs to warn us of any 
approaching change, the religious fenti- 
ments of dependence are apt to be for- 
gotten. The great revolutions of time, 
when they come round in their. ftated 
order, have a tendency to force fome im- 
preffions of piety even on the moft un- 
thinking minds. They both mark our 
exiftence on earth to be advancing to- 
wards its clofe, and exhibit our condition 
as continually changing ; while each re- 
turning year brings along with it new 
events, and at the fame time carries us 
forwards to the conclufion of all. We 
cannot, on fuch occafions, avoid perceiv- 
ing, that: there is a Supreme Being who 
holds in his hands the line of our exiftence, 
and meafures out to each of us our al- 
-lotted portion of that line. Beyond a certain 


limit, we know that it cannot be extend-: 


ed; and long before it reach that limit, it 
may be cut afunder by an invifible hand, 
which is ftretched forth over all the in- 
habitants of the world. Then naturally 
arifes the ejaculation of the text, My times, 
O God, are in thy band, “ My fate de- 

. >. 9 “ pends 


ill. 
‘ 


- 


42 


SERM. 
Wd 


On our Lives beimg 


“ pends on thee. .The duration of my 


life, and all the events which in fu- 
ture days are to fill it, are entirely at 
thy difpofal.’—Let us now, when we 
have juft feen one year clofe, and another 
begin, meditate ferioufly on this fenti- 
ment. Let us confider what is implied 
in our times being in the hand of God; 
and to what improvement this meditation 
leads. ; 
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THE text evidently implies, firft, ,that 
our times are not in our own hand;_ that, 
as our continuance in life depends. not 
on ourfelves, fo the events which are 
to happen while life remains, are un- 
known to us, and not under our own 
direGtion. Of this we may behold 
many a proof, when we look back on the 
tranfactions of the year which is juft 
finifhed. RecolleGion will readily prefent 
to us a bufy period, filled up with a 
mixture of bufinefs and amufement, of 
anxieties and cares, of joys and forrows. 
We have talked, perhaps, and acted much. 
We have formed many a plan; in pub- 
lic or in private life, we have been en- 


gaged 
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gaged in a variety of purfuits. Let me sERM. 


now afk, how fmall a proportion of all 
that has happened could have been fore- 
feen, or foretold by us? How many 
things have occurred, of which we had 
no expeCtation; fome, perhaps, that have 
fucceeded beyond our hopes; many, alfo, 
that have befallen us contrary to our 
wifh? How often were each of us ad- 
monifhed that there are fecret wheels, 
which, unfeen by us, bring about the re- 
volutions of human affairs; and that; while 
man was devifing his way, Providence was 
direCting the event? 

That fcene is now clofed. The tle of 
that year has been told. We look for-~ 
ward to the year which is beginning; 
and what do we behold there ?—All, my 
brethren, is a blank to our view: A dark 
unknown prefents itfelf. We are enter- 
ing on an untried, undifcovered coun- 
try, where, as each fucceeding month 
comes forward, new fcenes may open; 
new objets may engage our attention ; 
- changes at home or abroad, in public or 
in private affairs, may alter the whole 
fiate of our fortune. New connexions 


4 may 
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may be at hand to be formed, or old 
ones juft about to be diflolved; perhaps 
we may have little more to do with this 
world, or with any of its connexions ; 
we may be ftanding on the verge of time 


-and life, and on the point of pafling 


~ 


into a new region of exiftence.. In fhort, 
the profped before us is full of awful 
uncertainty. Life and death, profperity 
and adverfity, health and ficknefs, joy 
and trouble, lie in one undiftinguifhable 
mafs, where our eye can defcry nothing 
through the obfcurity that warps them 


up. 


While it is thus certain that our times 
are not at our own difpofal, we are 
taught by the text, that they are iw the 
hand of God. ‘This may be confidered 
in two views. Our times are in the hand 
of God, as afupreme Difpofer of events. 
They are in the hand of God, as a Guar- 
dian and a Father. 


Our times, I fay, are in the hand of 
God as a fupreme irrefiftible Ruler. All 
that is to happen to us in this and: the 
fucceeding years of our life,—if any fuc- 

ceeding 


in the Hand of God. £5 


ceeding years we fhall be allowed to fee,— SERM.. 
has been foreknown and arranged by | ad ¥ 
God. The firft view under which hu- 
man affairs prefent themfelves to us, is 
that of confufed and irregular fucceffion. 
The events of the world feem thrown 
together by chance, like the billows of 
the fea, tumbling and tofling over each ° 
other, without rule or order. All that 
is apparent to us is the flu€tuation of 
human caprice, and the operation of 
human paffions. We fee the ftrife of 
ambition, and the efforts of ftratagem, 
labouring to accomplifh their feveral pur- 
pofes among the focieties of men. But 
it is no more than the furface, the out- 
fide of things that we behold. Higher 
counfels, than it is in our power to trace, 
are concerned in the tranfactions of the 
world. If we believe in God at all, as 
the Governor of the univerfe, we mutt 
believe that without his providence, no- 
thing happens on earth. He over-rules, 
at his pleafure, the paflions of men. He 
bends all their defigns into fubferviency 
to his decree. He makes the wrath of man 
to praife him; and refrains, in what mea- 

fure 
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fure he thinks fit, the remainder of wrath *. 
He brings forth in their courfe all the 


’ generations of men. When the time is 


come for their entering into light, they 
appear on the ftage; and when the time 
fixed for their difmiffion arrives, he 
changes their countenance, and fends them 
away. The time of our appearing is now 
come, after our anceftors had left their 
place, and gone down to the duft. We 


- are at prefent permitted to act our part 


freely and without conftraint. No vio- 
lence is done to our inclination or choice. 
But affuredly there is not a day of our life, 
nor an event in that day, but was forefeen 
by God, That fucceffion of occurrences, 
which to us is full of obfcurity and dark- 
nefs is all light and order in his view. He 


fees from the beginning to the end; and 


brings forward every thing that happens, 


in its due time and place. 


Our times are altogether in bis band. 
Let us take notice, that they aré’ not in 
the hands either of our enemies, or of 
our friends. It is not in the power of 


- ; * Pialm Ixxvi.. 10. 
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man to fhorten or to prolong our live, sERM. 
more or lefs than God has decreed, . Hl 
Enemies may employ craft or violence . 

in their attacks: friends may employ 

fkill and vigilance for the preferv- 
ation of our health and fafety; but 
both the one and the other can have 
effe& only as far as God permits. They 
work in fubferviency to his purpofe. By 

him they are held in invifible bonds. 

To the exertions of all human agents 
he fays, Hitherto fhalt thou come, and ne 
farther. 


WE are to obferve next, that our times 
. are in the hand of God, not only as an 
almighty Difpofer, but as a merciful 
Guardian and Father. _We are by no 
means to imagine that from race to race, 
and from year to year, God fports with 
the lives of fucceeding generations of 
men, or, in the mere wantonnefs of ar- 
bitrary power, brings them forth, and 
fends them away. Noy; if we have any 
confidence in what either the light of 
Nature fuggefts to all men, or what the 
revelation of the Gofpel has confirmed to _ 

Chriftians, 
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Chriftians, we have full ground to be- 
lieve that the adminiftration of human 
affairs is conduéted with infinite wifdom 
and goodnefs, The counfels’ of the »Al- 
mighty are indeed too deep for our li- 
mited underftandings to trace. His path 
may often, as to us, -be iz the fea, and 
bis footfteps in ‘the mighty waters while, 
neverthelefs all his paths are. mercy and 
truth, - Yle who, from the beniguity of 
his nature, erected this world for the 
abode of men; He who furnithed it fo 
richly for our accommodation, and ftored | 
it with fo much beauty for our enter- 
tainment; He who, fince firft we én- 
tered into life, hath followed us with fuch 
a variety of mercies, furely can have no 
pleafure in our difappointment and dif- 
trels. He knows our frame; He remem-. 
bers we are duft; and looks to frail man, 
we are aflured, with /uch pity as a father 
beareth to bis children*. To him we may 
fafely commit ourfelves, and all our con- 
cerns, as to one who is beft qualified, 
both to direct the incidents proper to 


* Pfalm ciii. 13, 14. 


happen 
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happen to us in this world, and to judge 
of the time when it is fit for us to be re- 
moved from it. | 

Even that ignorance of our future 
deftiny in life, of which we fometimes 
complain, is a fignal proof of his good- 
nefs. He hides ffem us the view of fu- 
turity, becaufe the view would be dan- 
gerous and overpowering. It would ei- 
ther difpiric us with vifions of terror, or 
intoxicate us by the difclofure of fuccels. 
The veil which covers from our fight 
the events of this and of fucceeding years, 
is a veil woven by the hand of mercy. 
Our times are in his hand; and we have 
reafon to be glad that in his hand they 
are kept, fhut out from our view. Sub- 
mit to his pleafure as an almighty Ruler 
we muft, becaufe we cannot refift him. 
Equal reafon there is for trufting in him 
as a Guardian, under whofe difpofal we 
are fafe. 


Sucu is the import of the text, that 
eur times are in the hand of God. Our 
times are unknown to us, and not under 
our own direction. They are in the 

Vou. IV. E hands 
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hands of God as a Governor and Rulers: 
in the hands of God as. a Guardian and 
Father. Thefe»feparate views of the text 
require, on our part, feparate improve- 
ments, | nists 

SEEING our times are not in our own: 
hand, feeing futurity is unknown to us, 
let us, firft,. check the vain curiofity of 
penetrating into: what is to come.. Conjec- 
ture about futurity we often’ muft; but 
upon all conjeCtures of what this year is 
to produee, let us lay a proper reftraint.. 
Let us wait till God fhall bring forward 
events in their’ proper courfe, without 
wifhing to difcover what he has conceal- 
ed; left, if the difcovery were granted, we 
fhould fee many things which we would: 
wifh not to have feen. 

The moft common propenfity of man- 
kind is to ftore futurity with ‘what- 
ever is agreeable to them; efpecially in 
thofe periods of life when imagination is. 
lively, and hope is ardent. Looking for- 
ward to the year now beginning, they 
are ready to promife themfelves much 
from the foundations of profperity which 

5: they 
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they'have laid; from. the: ftiendfhips and serv, 


connexions which they have, fecured ; 
from the plans of condu@t which they have 
formed. Alas! how. deceitful do. all thefe 
dreams of happinefs often, prove! While 
many are faying in fecret to their hearts, 

o-morrow fhall be as this, day and more 
abundantly, we are obliged in return to fay 
to them, Boaf not thyfelf of to-morrow, for 
thou knoweft not what a day may bring 
forth.. \.do not mean that in the un- 
known profpeét which lies before us, we 
_ thould forbode to. ourfelves nothing but 
misfortunes—May it be the pleafure of 
‘Heaven. that this year run on in a placid 
and tranquil tenor to. us all !—But, this 
I fay, that in fuch forefight,. of futurity 
as we are allowed to take, we may, rec 
kon upon it as certain, that . this year 
thall prove to us, as many paft have 
proved,:a checquered fcene of fome com- 
forts and fome troubles. In what pro- 
portion one or other of thefe fhall prevail 
in it; whether, when it ends, it fhall 
leave rics us the memory of a or of 
forrows, is to be determined by him in 


whofe hands our times are. Our wit 
be ~ dom 
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dom is, to be prepared for whatever thé 
year is to bring; prepared to receive 
comforts with thankfulnefs, troubles with 
fortitude ; and to improve both for the 
great purpofes of virtue and eternal life. 


ANOTHER important inftruction which 
naturalty arifes ‘from our times not be- 
ing in our own hands is, that we ought 
no longer to trifle with what itis not in 
our power to prolong: but that we fhould 
make hafte to live as wife men; mot de- 


-Jaying till to-morrow what may be done 


to-day; doing now with all our might | 


¢*eibatever our hand findeth to do; before that 


night cometh toberein no man can work. 
Amidft the uncertainty of the events 
which are before us, there is one thing 
we have too much reafon to believe, 
hamely, that of us who are now affem- 
bled in this congregation, and who have 
feen the year begin, there are fome who 
fhall not furvive to fee it clofe. Whe- 


‘ther it fhall be you, or you, or I, who 


fhall be gathered to our fathers before 
the revolving year has finifhed its round, 


Gad alome knows. Our times are in ve 


ae band 
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band'!—But to our place; it is more than sERM.. 


probable that fome of us fhall have gone. 
Could we foretel the month, or the day, 
on which our change was to happen, 
how diligent would we be in fetting our 
houfe in order, and preparing ourfelves 
to appear before our Maker? Surely; 
that ought to be prepared for with moft 
care, concerning which we are ignorant 
how foon it is to take place. Let us 
therefore walk circumfpeédly, and redeem 
the time. Let us difmifs thofe trivial and 
fuperfluous cares which burden or cor~ 
Tupt our life, in order to attend to what 
is of higheft importance to us as men and 
Chriftians. The beginning of each year 
fhould carry to us all a folemn admonition 
of our folly in negleGing to improve 
fuitably the years that are paft. It fhould 
call up mifpent time into our view ; and 
be like the hand coming forth upon the 
wall, in the days of Belfhazzar, and writing 
in legible chara€ters over againft'us, “ O 
“man! thy days are EEE ; thou art 
$ “weighed in the balance, and found want- 
“ ing; take care left thy kingdom be on the 
“ point of departing from thee.” 
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corWHEN we confider, in the next place; 
that our times, as:I before. illuftrated, are 
in the hand of God asa fovereign Difpofer, 
it is an obvious inference from this! truth 
that we fhould prepare ourfelves to fubmit 
patiently to his pleafure both, as to the 
events which are to, fill up: our days, and 
as to the time of-our continuing in this 
world: To contend with, him, we- know, 
zo be fruitlefs) The word that. is: gone 
out of his mouth muft ftand:\..In the path 
which he has marked: out for-us, whether 
it'be fhort or long, rugged or fmooth;.we 
muit walk. Is it’not-then the! di@ate..of 
wifdom, that we fhould previoufly re¢on- 
cile ourfelves to this fovereign ordination; 


and bring: ‘our minds tosharmonize with 


what''is appointed toy ber our) deftiny? 
Letvus: fortify’ this temper, by recalling that 
reflefion of the wife man ;>2ho knoweth 
whatis good for man in sbi. tl (life; all the 
days of his vain li oe which be, pata asa 
fiadow * 2) ( 
Toenjoy ont bifey ca foe wifon ie 
is the univerfal with ; and, :as the with 
is prompted by siapej sit ‘cannot -be; in: 
itfelf unlawful. Atthe fame time, feveral 
i Eccles,’ vi, 12. ’ 
- circum- 
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citcumftances concur-to temper the eager- gp re: 


mefs'of this wifh; and to fhew us that 


it. fhould always be formed under due 


fubmifion ,to the. wifer judgment, of 
Heaven. Who among us can tell whe- 
ther, in\ withing for the continuance ‘of 
many years on earth, we may. not be 
only wifhing for a prolongation: of diftrefs 
and mifery ?—~You might live, my friends, 


till you had; undergone lingering rounds ~ 


of fevere pain, from which death would 
have proved a feafonable deliverance. Yow 
might: live: till your breafts were. pierced 
with many,a wound from public‘calamitiés 
or private forrows... You might live till 
_ you beheld the death of all whom you 
had loved ; till you furvived all thofe whe 
Jove you; till you were left as defolate 
ftrangers on earth’ in the midft of a new 

- face, who neither knew you, nor cared 
’ for you, but who wifhed you off the 
ftage.—Of a nature fo ambiguous are all 
the prefpeéts which life fets before us, that 
in every wifh we form relating to them, 
much reafon we have to. be, fatisfied that 
our times are in the hands of God, rather 
than ourown, oF . 
E 4 THIS 
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Tuis confideration is’ greatly ftrength- 
ened, when, in the laft place, we think of 
God acting, not as a Sovereign only, but 
as a Guardian, in the difpofal of our 
times. This is our great confolation in 
looking forward to futurity. To God 
as a wife Ruler, calm fubmiffion is due ; 
but it is more xthan fubmiffion that be- 
longs to him as a merciful Father ; it is the 
fpirit of cordial and affectionate confent 
to his will. Unknown to us as the times 


to come are, it fhould be fufficient to our 


full repofe that they are known to God. 
The day and.the hour which are fixed in 
his counfels for our difmiffion from life, we 
ought to be perfuaded are fixed for the beft ; 
and that any longer we fhould not with ta 
remain. 

When we fee that laft hour dcagain 
nigh, though our fpirits may be compofed 
on our own account, yet, on account 
of our friends and families, no little anxiety 
and forrow may be fometimes apt to take 
poffeffion of the mind. - Long we have 
enjoyed the comfort of their fociety, and 
been accuftomed to confider them as parts 
of ourfelyes, To be parted from them for 

eyer 
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ever is, at any rate, a bitter thought; but sERM. 


he 


to the bitternefs of this, is over and above 
added the appeehantion of their fuffering 
much by our death. We leave many a 
relation, perhaps may leave young chil- 

dren, and a helplefs family, behind us, to 
be expofed to various dangers, and thrown 
forth on an unfriendly world. Such vir- 
tuous anxieties often opprefs the tender 
and feeling heart at the clofing periods of 
life-—My brethren, look up to that God, 


in whofe hand the times of your fathers | 


were; in whofe hand the times of your 
pofterity fhall be. Recolle&, for your 


comfort, the experience of ages. When > 


were the righteous utterly forfaken by 
God in times paft? Why fhould they be 
forfaken by him in times to come? ‘Well 
did he govern the world before you had 
a being in it: Well fhall he continue to 


govern it after you are no more. Nocaule — 


have you, therefore, to opprels your minds 
with the load of unknown futurity. Com- 
mit your cares to a Father in heaven. Sur- 
render your life, your friends, and your 
family, to that God who hath faid, ‘The 
EHEC of his fervants fhall continue, and 


ther . 
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SERM, their feed fhall be eftablifbed. before bim*.— 
ee se , Leave thy fatherlefs children, 1 will pre= 
Serve them alive ; am let thy widows truft 
mn meee ere . sid evi 


eet com ie fhewn. what the import 
is, and what the improvement fhould be, 
of the doétrine, of the text, that our times 
are in the band of God, [t afferts a fad, 
the truth of which can be called in quel- 
tion by none; a- fact which, whether 
perfons -have any fentiments of religion 
or mot, is calculated to make a ferious im- 
_preflion on every mind ; elpecially at fea- 
fons. when the, soiled of years gives 
us warning that our. duration on earth 

is' meafured, and advances towards its 
period. .;Lo perfons. who are religioufly 
difpoled, who ftudy,to improve life te 
its proper purpoles, to do their’ duty to- 
wards God and man, and through the 
merits of their Redeemer ‘to obtain grace 
' and -fayour, from Heawen, the doétrine 
of the text is till more important. Among 
them |.it tends. to. awaken impreffions 
which are’ mot only. ferious, but, as I 
/ 


* Pfalm ci. 28, + Jeremiah, xlix, 11. 
have 
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have fhewn, falutary and comforting. to SERM. 


the heart.—Thankful that our times are 


in. the hand of a Sovereign, who is 


both wife and gracious, let us - prepare 
ourfelves to meét the’ approaching events 
of life with becoming refignation, and 
at the fame time with manly conftancy 
and firm truft in God: As’ long as it 
fhall pleafe him ‘to’ continue our abode 
in’ the world, Jet us remain’ faithfulto 
our duty; and when it fhall-pleafe’ him 
to give the command for our removal 


hence, let us utter only this voice: “ In 
* thy hand, O my God, my times are. 


“Thou art calling me away. Here [I 
«© am, ready to obey thy call, and at thy 
“ fignal to go forth. I thank thee that 
*“ I have been admitted to partake fo 
* long of the comforts of life, and to 
* be a fpedtator of the wifdom and good- 
“ nefs difplayed in thy works. I thank 
* thee that thou haft borne fo long with 
«© my infirmities and provocations; haft 
‘¢ allowed me to look up to thy promifes 
‘in the gofpel, and to hear the words 
“of eternal life uttered by my great Re- 
“ deemer, With gratitude, faith, and 
| ; “ hope, 
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“ hope, I commit my foul to thee. Lord; 
“ now letteft thou thy fervant depart in 
“‘ peace; for mine eyes have feen thy fal» 


© agation.’—Such are the fentiments with 


which every pious and good man fhould 
eonclude his life. Such indeed are the fen- 
timents which he ought to carry through. 
every part of life. With thefe may we 
begin, and with thefe conclude, every fuc- 
ceeding year which God fhall think fit to 
add to our earthly exiftence, 
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SERMON IV, 


On the Mixture of Bap MEN with the 
Goop in Human SOcIeErTY. 





Vi acrarsp seit: 30," 
Let both grow together until the harveft.— > 


HE parable, of which thefe words sERM. 

are a part, contains a prophetical _ 2%: , 
defcription of the ftate of the church. 
Our Lord predifts that the focieties of 
Chriftians were to be infeed with per- 
fons of loofe principles and bad difpofitions, 
whom he likens to ¢ares fpringing up 
among wheat. He intimates that there 
fhould arife fome whofe officious zeal 
would prompt the defire of exterminating 
im- 
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immediately all fuch evil men; but that 


this were contrary to the defigns of Provi- 


dence, and to the fpirit of Chriftianity ; 
that a complete feparation was indeed to be 


_made at laft between the good and the 


bad: but that this feparation was to be de- 
layed till the end of the world, when, in 
the ftyle of the parable, the ¢ares fhould 
be entirely gathered out from among the ° 
wheat. Let both grow together until the 
harveft. gyengies 


When we look around us, nothing is 


_more confpicuons in the ftate of the 


world than that broad mixture of the 
religious and the impious, the virtuous 
and the wicked, which we find taking 
place in every fociety. Strong objec- 


tions feem hence to arife againft either 


the wifdom or goodnefs of divine Pro- 
vidence ; efpecially when we behold bad 
men not only tolerated in the world, but 
occafionally exalted in their circumftances, 
to the depreflion of the juft. Why, it 
will be faid, if a Supreme Being exift, and 
if his juftice rule the univerfe, does he 
allow fuch infamous perfons as the records 
of hiftory often prefent, to have a place, 

and 
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and even to make a figure in his world? sERM. 


Why fleeps the thunder idle in his hand, 
when. it could fo eafily blaft them? What 
fhall we think of one who, having the 


power of exterminating them always at _ 


his command, permits them to proceed 
without difturbance; nay, fometimes, ap- 
pears to look on them. with -compla- 
eency ?—It becomes highly worthy of our 
attention to confider what anfwer can be 
made to thefe objeGions; to inquire whe+ 
ther any reafons can be given that ferve 
to juftify this difpenfation of Providence, 
in allowing a mixture of bad. men to 
continue on the face of the earth until 
the end of time. This inquiry ‘halk 
make the fubje& of the prefent difcourfe, 
together with fuch reflections as naturally 
arife from furveying the ftate of hus 
affairs. . 


_ Bur, before entering direétly on fuch 
inquiry, it may be proper to.take no- 
tice, that, in our eftimation of who are 
the good, who are the bad, we are often 
in hazard of committing miftakes.. The: 
real. characters of men are icjovwn only 

to 
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SERM. to God. They frequently depend on the 


IV. 


fecret and unfeen parts of life. As in. 
judging of themfelves men are always 
partial, fo in judging of others they 
often err, through the imperfe@ informa- 
tion which they have gathered, or the 
rafh prejudices which they have formed. 
They are too ‘apt to limit the character of 
virtue to thofe who agree with them in 
fentiment and belief; and to exaggerate 
the failings of thofe againft whom they 
have ednceivad diflike, into great and 
unpardonable crimes. Were it left to 
the indifcreet zeal of fome to extirpate 
from the earth all thofe whom they con- 
fider as bad men, there is ground to ap- 
prehend that, inftead of tares, the wheat 
would often be rooted out. At the fame 
time we readily admit the faa, as too 
manifeft to be denied, that a multitude 
of grofs and notorious finners are now 


mixed with the followers of God and 


virtue. Let us proceed then to confider 
how far this is conliltent with the jufticé 
and wifdom of the Governor of the 
world, | ho 0s 
/ 
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I¥ is a principle in which all feriots sirm. 
and refleGing perfons have agreed, and —1Y. | 


which by many arguments is confirmed, 
that our preferit ftate on earth is defigned 
to be a ftate of difcipline and improvement, 
in order to fit human nature for a higher 
and better ftate which it is to attain here- 
after. Now this principle being once ads 
mitted, we fay, that the mixture of virtue 
and vice which hete prevails, is calculated 
to anfwef this purpofe better than a mere 
unmixed and perfe& ftate of fociety would 
have doné, 


“For, in the firft place, the crimes of — 


the’ wicked give occafion to the exercifé 
of ‘many ‘excellent difpofitions of heart 
ainong the righteous. ‘They bring forth. 
all the fuffeting virtues, which otherwife 
would have had no field; and by the 
exercife of which the human charaétet 
j§ tried, and acquires fome of its chief 
honours. Were there no bad men in the 
world to vex and diftrefs the good, the 
good might appear in the light of harm- 
jefs ‘innocence; biit could have no op- 
‘portunity of difplaying fidelity, magna- 
nimity, patience, and fortitude. One half 
~ Vor. IV. F of 
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of, virtue, and: not, the...leaft important 
half, would. be. loft,.ro.. sthe world, In 
our. prefent , imperfect . fate, any virtue 
which. is never. exercifed i is. in.,bazard af 
becoming exting i In. the: human, breaft.. 

goodnefs conftantly proceeded i ita, Rest? 
and flowery, path; if, meeting. with no 
adyerfary ¢ to; oppofe lt, It were, farround- 
ed on every, hand, with acclamation and 
praile, , is there; no: ground | to dread that 
it might be corrupted | by. vanity, or might 
fink into. indolence ? This dangerous, calm 
mutt therefore be interrupted. The. waters 
mult be troubled, left they fhould ftag- 
nate and. putrify.| . Whea, you behold 
wicked, men multiplymg im number,, and 
increafing .dn power, imagine -not - that 
Providence|particularly favours them. No 
they®.are, Gerad for a, time (to? profper, 
that they may n thalih the. ‘high: defigns 
of Heaven,, “They. jare employed as. in- 
Atruments\in the hand, of, God, for the im- 
provement of his, fervants... °F hey are the 
zods with which he chaftens, the.virtuous, 
in order,to roufe them from, a. dangerous 


lumber ; .to;form. them. for the day- of ad- 


verfity, and to teach, hem | how tO; dndior 


tn 
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In the next place, the mixture of the, SERM. 


bad among. the good ferves not only. to 
give exercife to the paflive graces, but alfo 
to improve. the active powers and ‘virtues 
of man. It. inures the righteous. to. vis 
gilance and exertion, It “obliges them 
to ftand forth and act. their part with 
firmnefs and conftancy i in eyil times. cel 
gives oceafion for their virtues to, thine 
with confpicuous Juftre ; and ma akes ‘them 
appear as. the lights of the wor ld amidit. 
furrounding darknefs. Were it not for 
the dangers , that , arife from | _abounding 
iniquity, there would be no opportunity 
for courage to ad, for wifdom, to. admo- 
nih, for caution, to watch, nor. for faith 
to exert itfelf i in overcoming, the world, It 
is s that mixture of. difpofitions which now 
takes place, that, renders »t the theatre: on 
which’ we : ack. fo. buly and ftirring, and 
fo. much fitted ‘for giving employment . to 
‘every part of * man’s intelligent and moral 
nature, It affords. a. complete field for the 
genuine difplay of characters ; and gives 
every 3 man. the opportunity, to come forth 
and. thew + “what. he is. . Were the tenor of 
human sonduet altogether regular and uni= 

Fa _ form, 
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SERM. form, interrupted by no follies and vices, 
J IV. : : F 

i——~ no.crofs difpofitions and irregular paffions, 

many of our aétive powers would find 

no exercife. Perhaps even our life would 

languifh, and become too ftill and infipid. 

Man is not yet ripe for a paradife of 

innocerice, and for the enjoyment of a 

_ perfeét and faultlefs fociety. As in the 

natural world he is not made for per- 

petual fpring and cloudlefs fkies, but by 

the wintry ftorm muft be called to exert 

his abilities for procuring fhelter and de~ 

fence; fo in the moral’ world, the inter- 

mixturé of bad men renders many an ex- 

ertion neceflary, which in a more perfect 

ftate of the world would find no place, 

but which in the prefent ftate of trial is 

proper and ufeful._—The exiftence of vice 

in the world affuredly teftifies ‘our ‘prefent 

corruption ; and, according to the degree 

of its prevalence, is always, more or lefs, 

the fource of mifery. It is a ftanding 

proof of the fall and degeneracy of man. 

But as long as that fallen ftate continues, 

the wifdom of \Providence eminently ap- 

peats in making the errors and frailties 

of the wicked. fubfervient to the improve- 

ment 
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ment of the juft. ares are for that reafon SERM, 
fuffered at prefent to grow up among the 


wheat. 


THESE obfervations on the wifdom of 
Providence in this difpenfation will be far- 
ther illuftrated, by confidering the ufeful 
inftructions which we receive, or which at 
leaft every wife man may receive, from the 
follies and vices of thofe among whom we 
are obliged to live. 

Firft, They furnifh inftruction concern- 
ing the fnares and dangers againft which 
we ought to be moft on our guard. ‘They 
put it thereby in our power to profit by 
the errors and mifconduét of others. By 
obferving from what {mall beginnings the 
greateft crimes have arifen; obferving 
how bad company has feduced this man 
from his original principles and habits ; 
how a carelefs indulgence of pleafure has 
blinded and intoxicated that man; how 
the neglect of divine inftitutions has, in 
another, gradually paved the way for 
open profligacy 5” ‘much falutary inftruc- 
tion is conveyed to the virtuous. ‘Tracing 
the dangerous and flippery paths by which 
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fo' many have been infenfibly’ betrayed 
into ruin, their views of human nature 
are enlarged; the fenfe of their own 
imbecility is ftrongly imprefled upon them ; 
accompanied with the. conviction of the 
neceflity | of a conftant dependence on the 
grace and affiftance of Heaven. “All the 
crimes, which they behold difturbing fociety 
around them, ferve as hgnals hung out 
to them, beacons planted i in their ° view, to 
prevent their making fhipwreck among 
thofe rocks on which others have, fplit. 
Tt has been juftly faid, that not only 
from the advices of his friends, but from 
the reproaches of his enemies, a wife man 
may, draw inftruétion. In the fame man- 
ner, itis not only by the examples of good 
men, but likewife by thofe of the wicked, 
that an attentive mind may be confirmed in 
virtue. 


Next, THESE examples. of bad men, 
while they admonifh the virtuous of the 
dangers againft which they are to guard, 
are farther profitable .by ,the views which 
they exhibit of the evil and the defor- 
mity of fin, Its odious nature never ap- 


pears 
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pears in fo ftrong a light as when dif? sERM. 


played inthe crimes of the wicked.’ It is 
- true that, when vice is‘ carried only to'a 
certain degree, and difguiled’ by plaufible 
colours, it may pafs wunreproved, and 
even for a while feem popular in the 
world. But it is no lefs true that, when 
it becomes open and flagrant, and is de- 
prived of the fhadow of virtue, it never 
fails to incur general reproach, and to 
become the obje& either of contempt or 
of hatred. How often, for inftance, have 
the greateft abilities, which once drew 
efteem arid admiration, funk, in a fhort 
time, into the moft humiliating degrada- 
tion, merely through the afcendant which 
corrupted inclinations and low habits had 
acquired over their polleflor? How often 
have the rifing honours of the young 
beén’ blafted, by their forfaking the path 
of honour’ on which they had once en- 
tered, for the blind and crooked tracts of 
depravity and folly?’ Such {pedacles of 


the infamy ‘ef vice, fuch memorials of 


the difgrace attending it, are permitted 
by Providence fer general inftrudtion ; 
and affuredly are edifying to the world. 
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SERM. It was neceflary for moral improvement, 
w—y—~ that the beauty and excellence of virtue, 


and the deformity of vice, thould be 
ftrongly imprefled on every intelligent 
mind. This could never be done with 
fo great advantage as by the ftriking cone: 
trafts of both which are produced by the 
living examples of evil. men intermixed 
with the good. It is in this mirror that 
we clearly contemplate how much the 
righteous is more excellent than his neighs 
bour. 


Tue fame purpofe of important in. 
firuction is farther promoted by the ins 
ftances of mifery which the flate of wick- 
ed men on earth affords. I admit that 
the worldly fuccefs which fometimes ats 
tends them, may blind and feduce the 
unwary; but a little more refleGtion en- 
ables men to diftinguifh between apparent 
fuccefs and real happinefs, The condi- 
tion of worthlefs men, whatever fplen- 
dor riches. may throw around them, is 
eafily difcerned to be a reftlefs and mi- 
ferable one; and the mifery which they 
fuffer, to be derived from their vices. In 

that 
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that great corrupted crowd which fur- seRrM, 


rounds us, what incéeffant buftle and itir, 
what agitation and tumult take place? 
What envy and jealoufy of one another? 
How much bitternefs of refentment do 
we behold among them; mutually de- 
ceiving and deceived ; dupplanting and 
fupplanted; ever purfuing, but never fa- 
tisfied? Thefe are not matters of rare ob- 
fervation, or which require nice fcrutiny 
to difcover them. We need only open 
our eyes to behold the wicked tormented 


by their paffions, and far removed from 


that fanétuary of calmnefs and tranquil- 
lity which is the abode of real happinefs. 
Nay, when we appeal to bad men them- 


felves, after they have run the whole 


round of vicious pleafures, we will often 
find them obliged to confefs, that the 
wretched refult of their purfuits has been 
vanity and vexation of [pirit ; and that the 
happiett days they. have enjoyed were in 
the times of innocence, before criminal 


defires and guilty paffions had. taken 


poffeflion of their breafts. Such pradcti- 


cal demonfirations as thefe of the infe- 
licity of fin. are yielded by the exam- 
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SERM. ples of evil doers whom we fee around 
okey us. By attending to their fituation, the - 


_mifery, as well as infamy, of guilt is real- 


ifed, and rendered fenfible to our appre- 
henfion. 


Tuus, upon a fair inquiry, you be- 
hold how the ways of God may, in this 


remarkable cafe, be juftified to man. You 


behold what important ends are advanced, 
by permitting ¢he ftares at prefent to 
grow together with the wheat. The 
intermixture of evil men .in human 
fociety ferves to exercife the fuffering 
graces and virtues of the good; by the 
diverfity of charaéters among thofe with 
whom they have intercourie, it ferves to 
bring forth and improve their adtive 
powers and virtues, and to. enlarge the 
circle of ‘ufeful occupations ; it ferves to 
inftru& them in the temptations againft 
which they are to guard, to reveal to 
them all the deformity of vice, and to 
make its miferies pafs confpicuoufly be- 
fore their eyes. When we confider them 
as actors on the theatre of the world, they 
are thereby improved | in the part they 

have 
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have ‘to perform. - When we confider SERM. 
them as fpeftators of what is pafling eyo 


on that theatre, their minds are thereby 
inftru€@ted ; their views rectified and en- 
larged by the objects that ‘are fet before 
them. 

o 

From thefe important truths, feveral 
refle€tions no lefs important arife. 

We are ‘naturally taught, in the’ firft 
place, never to be hafty in finding fault 
with any of the arrangements of Provi- 
vidence. The prefent permiffion of moral 
évil oa the earth, feemed, on the firft 
view, to furnifh a ftrong objection againft 
either the wifdom or the goodnefs of 
the Author of nature. ‘After beholding 

the ufeful purpofes which are anfwered 
: by that permiffion, how cautious fhould 
we be in advaticing any of our rath {pe- 
culations againft his government and ¢on- 
duct! To our confined and humble ftation 
it belongs not to cenfure, but to fubmit, 
truft, and adore; fatisfied that the farther 
we inquire, thé rectitude of - his ways will 
appear the more ; thankful for the ‘difco- 
yeries of them which have been imparted 

to 
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SERM. to us; and perfuaded that, where our 
sw difcoveries fail, it is not becaufe there is, 


no more wifdom or goodnefs to be feen, 
but becaufe our prefent condition allows us 
not to fee more. 


In the fecond place, let us be taught 
with what eye we are to look upon thofe 
bad men whom we find around us in the 
world, Not furely with an eye of envy. 
Whatever profperity they may feem to 
enjoy, they are ftillno more than fares, 
the weeds of the field; contemptible in 
the fight of God, tolerated by his provi- 
dence for a while on account of the right- 
cous, to whofe improvement they are 
rendered fubfervient. The parable in- 
forms us that, in the end, they are to be 
gaibered together and burnt. (n this life . 
only they have their good things. But 
their profperity is tranfitory. They are 
brought into defolation in a moment, and ut- 
terly confumed with terrors. As a dream 
when one awaketh, fo, O Ged, when thor 
awakeft, thou fbalt defpife their image*,— 
When we contider their unhappy ftate, it 

Palm lxxiik, 1 9s 20s . 
| becomes 


with the Good in Society. ay 


becomes us to behold them with the eye are 

of pity. Let us remember that, in the —-~ 

midft of their errors, they are by nature 

ftill our brethren. Let us not behave 

to them in the fpirit of bitternefs. Infult 

not their follies. Pride not yourfelves 

on fuperior virtue. Remember that, as 

bad men are mixed with the good, fo, in 

the beft men, vices are at prefent mixed 

with virtues. Your own character, good 

as you may efteem it, is not free from 

every evil taint; and in the characters of 

thofe whom’ you reprobate as vitious, 

there are always fome good qualities mix- 

ed with the bad ones. Study, as far as 

you can, to reclaim and amend them; 

and if, in any degree, you have been pro- 

fited by their failings, endeavour, in re- 

turn, to profit them by good counfel and 

advice; by advice not adminiftered with 

officious zeal, or felf-conceited fuperiority, | 

but with the tendernefs of compaflion and 

Teal friendfhip. 

a In the third place, in whatever pro- 

‘portion the admixture of vice may feem 

to take place in the world, let us never 
defpair 
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defpair of the prevalence of virtue on the 
whole. . Let..us_not exaggerate, beyond 
meafure, the quantity of vice-that i is found 
in the mixture. It is proper to obferve, 
that in the parable now before us, after.the 
owner of the field had fown bis good Seed, 
no reafon is given us to abigks: that the 
good feed was entirely choaked up by lares. 


‘On: the contrary, we. are told that the 


blade fprung up, and brought forth fruit; 
and, though the fares alfo arofe, yet, in the 
end, eco was a harve/f, when the wheat 
was reaped and gathered into the barn. 
inthe moft corrupted. times, God never 
leav es himfelf. w ithout many witneffes on 


earth, | He is always, attentive. to the 


~~ eaufe of goodnefs ;. and frequently fupports 


and advances it by means which we are 


unable to trace. He nourifhes much 


piety and virtue in hearts that are un- 


known to us; and. beholds repentance 
ready to {pring up.among many, whom 
we confider as reprobates.—I know that 


it has always been common for perfons 
toreprefeat the age in which they, live as 
the worft that ever. appeared ; and. reli- 


gion. and virtue.as. judi on. the point. of 
‘yanifhing 
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Ate from among. men. . This is the SERM, 


language { fometimes of the ferious ; often 
of the, hypocritical, or of the narrow- 


> - * 


minded. But true religion .¢ gives no fanc- : 


tion to fuch feyere centures. Or ‘fuch 
gloomy views. Though ‘the fares muft 
be. _at all times fpringing up, there is 
no reafon for believiag that. they fhall ever 


over{pread. the. whole field. The nature. 


of the weeds that {pring up may vary, ac- 
cording to the nature of the foil.” Different 
modes om iniquity may difinguith different 
ages of the world; while the fum of cor- 
ruption is nearly. Be fame. Let not our 
judgments, ‘of men, and of the times in 
which. we live, be hafty and sapere 


seers 


the bef of mankind. 


his ae lagi and laft place, let us keep 


our eyes ever. fixed on that important pe- 
iod, which is alluded to in the text, as 
the conclufion of all. Let doth grow to- 
gether until the harveft.: The great fpiri- 
tual yearis to» be clofed by “a .barvef,, 
when the hou/eholder is to gather the wheat 
into. bis barn; when, at the end of the 


D3 world, 
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SERM. world, the final diftin€tion of men and 
atta characters is to take place. The confufed 
mixture of good and evil, which now 
prevails, is only a temporary difpenfation 
ef Providence, accommodated to man’s 
fallen and imperfect ftate. Let it not 
tempt us for a moment to diftruft the 
reality of the divine government; or to en< 
tertain the remoteft fufpicion that moral 
good and evil are to be on the fame terms 
forever. The frailties of our nature fitted 
us for no more at prefent than the enjoy- 
ment of a very mixed and imperfect fo- 
ciety. But when our nature, purified and 
refined, fhall become ripe for higher ad- 
vancement, then fhall the fpirits of the 
jut, difengaged from any polluted mix- 
ture, undifturbed by fin or by finners, 
be united in one divine affembly, and re- 
joice for ever in the prefence of him who 
made them. Looking forward to this 
‘glorious iffue with ftedfaft faith, let no crofs 
appearances ever difcomfit our hopes, or 
lead us to fufpect that we have been ferv- 
ing Godin vain. Ifwe continue /faithfd 
yo the death, we may reft affured, that in 
‘due time we fhall receive the crown of life. 
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SERMON  V. 
On ae Reiter which. the Gospex affords 


to the DisTRESSED. 


[Preached at the Celebration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper. ] 





MATTH. xi. 28. 


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are. 


heavy laden, and I will give you reft. 
THE life of man on earth is doomed 


~~ to be clouded with various evils. 
Throughout all ranks the afflicted form 
a confiderable proportion of the human 
race ;.and eyen they who have a title to 
be called profperous, are always, in fome 
periods. of their life, obliged to drink 
from the cup of bitternefs. The Chrif- 
tian-religion jis, particularly entitled to our 
regard, by accommodating itfelf with 
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On the Relief which the 


great tendernefs’ to this diftreffed condi- 
tion of mankind. It is not to be confi- 
dered as merely an authoritative fyftem of 
precepts. Important precepts it indeed 
delivers for the wife and proper regula- 
tion of life. But the fame voice which 
enjoins our duty, utters the words of con- 
folation. The gofpel deferves to be held 
a difpenfation of relief to mankind under 
both the temporal and fpiritual diftrefles of 
their ftate. 

This amiable and compaffionate fpirit 
ef our religion confpicuoufly appears in 
the character of its great Author. It 
fhoné in all his aGtions while he lived on 
earth. It breathed in all his difcourfes ; 
and, in the words of the text, is expreffed 
with much energy. In the preceding 
verfe, he had given a high account of his 
own petfon and dignity. dil things are 
delivered unio me of my Father; and no 
man knoweth the Son but the Father ; nei- 
ther knoweth any man the Father, fave 
the Son, and be to whomfoever the Son will 
reveal bim. But left any of his hearers | 
fhould be difcouraged by this myfterious 
reprefentation of his greatnefs, he inftarit-— 
IH909 . dy 
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ly tempers it with the moft gracious be- sE Bi 


nignity ; declaring, in the text, the mer- 
ciful intention of his miffion to the 
world, Come unto me all ye that labour 


reft. 


Tue firft thing which claims our at~ 
tention in thefe words is, what we are to 
underftand by coming unto Chrif. This 
is a phrafe which has often given occa- 
fion to controverfy. By theological wri- 
ters it has been involved in much needlefs 
myftery, while the meaning is in itfelf 
plain and eafy. The very metaphor 
that is here ufed ferves to explain it. In 
the ancient world, difciples flocked round 
their different teachers, and attended them 


wherever they went; in order both to. 


teftify their attachment, and to imbibe 
more fully the doctrine of their mafters. 
Coming unto Chrifi, therefore, is the dame 
with reforting to him as our. declared 
Mafter; acknowledging ourfelves his dif- 
ciples, believers in his doctrine, and fol- 
lowers of his precepts. As Chrift is made 
known to us under the character both of 

eee _a Teacher 


Ray 


and are heavy laden, and I will give you ; 
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a Teacher and a Saviour, our coming to 
‘im imports not only fubmiffion to his 
inftruétions, but confidence alfo in his 
power to fave. It imports that, forfaking 
the corruptions of fin and the world, we 
follow that courfe of virtue and obedience 
which he points out to us; relying on his 
mediation of pardon of our offences, and 
acceptance with heaven. This is what 
is implied in the fcripture term Fazth ; 
which includes both the affent of the un- 
derftanding to the truth of the Chriftian 
religion, and the concurrence of ae will 
in receiving it. 


~WHuHAT next occurs in the text to at- 
tract our notice is, the defcription of thofe 
to whom the invitation is addreffed. « All 
thofe who labour and are heavy laden, that 
is, who, in one way or other, feel them- 
felves grieved and diftreffed, are here in-— 
vited to come to Chrift.—Now, from two 
fources chiefly our diftreffes arife, from 
moral or from natural caufes. 


Firf, ‘Tury may arife from inward 
moral caufes ; from certain feelings and 
8 refleQions 


Gofpel affords to the Diftreffed. 


refleQions of the mind, which occafion 
uneafinefs and pain. A courfe of fin 
and vice always proves ruinous and de- 
{trutive in the iffue. But its tendency 
- to ruin is often not perceived, while that 
tendency is advancing. For as fin is the 
reign of paffion and pleafure, it forms 
men to a thoughtlefs inconfiderate ftate. 
Circumftances, however, may occur, and 
frequently, in the courfe of life, do occur, 
which difclofe to a vicious man the ruin 


which he is bringing on himfelf, as an. 


offender againft the God who made him. 
When fome occafional confinement to fo- 
litude, or fome turn of adverfe fortune, 
dire&ts his attention immediately upon 
his own charafer; or when, drawing 
towards the clofe of life, his paffions fub- 
fide, his pleafures. withdraw, and a future 
flate comes forward to his view; in fuch 
{ituations it often happens, that the patft 
follies and crimes of fuch a man appear to 
him in a light moft odious and fhocking ; 
and not odious only, but terrifying to his 
heart. He confiders that he is undoubt- 
_edly placed under the government of a juft 
God, who did not fend him into this world 
. rest for 
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SERM. for nought; that he has negleéted the part 
Mths affigned. to hin 4 _ has contemned the laws 


of Heayen; has ‘depraded his own nature ; 
and Instead of being ufeful, having been 
hurtful and pernicious to thofe among 
whom he lived, is about to leave a deteft- 
able memory behind him.—What accout 
fhall he give of himfelf to his Maker? 
Self-condemned, polluted by fo many 
crimes, how can he expec to find mercy 
in his fight?—Hetce, an overwhelmed 
and dejected mind; hence, difmal forbod- 
ings of punifhment; hence, that wounded 
Spirit ; which, when it is deeply. pierced, 


‘becomes the foreft of all human evils, and 


has fometimes rendered exiftence a burden 
which could not be endured. 

Such diftreffes as thefe, arifing from 
moral internal caufes, may be made light 
of by the giddy and the vain; and re- 
prefented as confined to a few perfons 
only of diftempered i imagination, But to 
thofe whofe profeffions give them occafion 
to fee men under various circumftances 
of afflidion, they are known to be far 
from being unfrequent in the world; and, 
on many more occafions than is commonly 

imagined, 
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imagined, to throw over the human mind 
the blackeft gloom of which it is fufcep- 
tible. Religious feelings, be affured, have a 
deep root in the nature of man. Dane: form 
a part of the human conftitution.. They 
are interwoven with many of thofe fears 
and hopes which actuate us in the chan- 
ging fituations of fortune. During the gay 
and active periods of life, they may be 
imothered; but with moft men, they are 
{mothered rather than totally obliterated: 
And if any crifis of our condition. fhall 
awaken, and bring them forth, in their 
full force, upon a confcious guilty heart, 
woe to the man, who, in fome difconfolate 
feafon, is doomed to fuffer their extreme 
vengeance ! 


But, while under fuch diftreffes of 
the mind, not a few may be faid ¢o /a- 
hour and to be heavy laden, greater ftill is 
the multitude of thofe who, from. natural 
external caufes, from the calamities and 
evils of, life, undergo much fuffering and 
mifery. The life of man isnot indeed 
wholly compofed of mifery. It admits 


of seg “nica fcenes. On the whole, » 
G 4 there. 
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there is reafon to believe that it affords 
more joy than grief. At the fame time, 
the unfortunate, as I before obferved, 
form always a numerous ‘clafs of man~ 
kind ; and it may be faid with truth, that 
fore travel is ordained for the fons of men. 
Though the burden is not equally laid on 
all; fome there always are, on whom it 
falls with oppreflive weight.—Unexpected 
difappointments have crufhed their hopes, 
and blafted the plans which they had 
formed for comfort in the world. The 
world had, perhaps, fmiled upon them 
once, only to give them a fharper feeling 
of its miferies at the laft. Struggling 
with poverty, ‘unable to fupport their 
families whom they fee languifhing around 
them, they, at the fame time, are obliged, 
by their fituation in fociety, to conceal 
their neceffities; and, under the forced 
appearance of .cheerfulnefs, to hide from 
the world a broken heart. They are 
ftung, perhaps, by the unkindnefs of 
friends ; caft off by thofe in whom they 
had trufted;. or torn by untimely death 
from real friends, in connexion. with 
whom they might have -flourifhed and 
DAL been 


Gofpel affords to the Diftreffed, 


89 


been happy; at the fame time borne sERM. 


down, it may be, with the infirmities of 
a fickly body, and left to drag a painful life 
without afliftance or reliefi—How many 
fad fcenes of this nature, on which it were 
painful to infift, does the world afford? | 
When we turn to thofe who are ac- 
counted profperous men, we {hall always 
find many forrows mingled with their 
pleafures; many hours of care and vex- 
ation, wherein they acknowledge them- 
felves claffed with thofe who. /abour and 
are heavy laden. \n entering into fome 


gay feftive aflembly, we behold affected. 


cheerfulnefs difplayed on every counte- 
nance; and might fancy that we had 
arrived at the temple of unmixed pleafure 
and gladnefs of heart. Yet even there, 
could we look into the bofoms of thefe 
apparently happy perfons, how often 
would we find them inwardly prey- 
ed upon by fome tormenting fufpicions, 
fome anxious fears, fome fecret griefs, 
which either they dare not difclofe to 
the world, or from which, if difclofed, 
they can look for no relief?—In {hort, 


V. 
hearsay commend! 


ayia that great company of: pilgrims, 
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who are journeying through life, many 
there are whofe journey lies through a 
valley of tears; and many to whom that 
valley is only cheered by tranfient glimpfes 
of joy. 


To thefe claffes of mankind is addrefled 


‘the invitation of the text. To them it 


is in a particular manner addrefled; - over- 
looking the giddy and diflipated multitude, 
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden. Not as if our Saviour were 
always ready to accept that fort of piety 
which is merely the confequence of dif 
trefs; or made all thofe welcome, who 
are driven by nothing but fear or dan- 


ger to have recourfe to him. His words 


are to be underftood as intimating, that the 
heart which is humbled and foftened by 
affliction, is the object of his compaflionate 
regard; that he will not reje&t us merely 
becaufe we have been caft off by the world; 
but that, if with proper difpofitions and 
fentiments we apply to him in the evil 
day, we fhall be fure of meeting with a 
gracious reception. It now remains to 
fhew, what that reception is which we may 

look 
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look for; what that ref is which Chrift sERM, 


hath promifed to confer on thofe who come 
to him; whether their diftrefs arife from 
moral or from natural caufes. Come unte 
me, and I will give you ref. 


I. Curist affords reft to the difturbed 
mind that labours under apprehenfions 
and fears of guilt. Let thofe who fuffer 
diftrefs of this nature come to Chrift, that 
is, with contrition and repentance, have 
recourfe to him as their Saviour, and they 
fhall regain quietnefs and peace. . Foolith 
and guilty they have been, and juftly lie 
under dread of punifhment; but the pe- 
nitent forrow which they now feel implies 
their difpofition to be changed. It implies, 
as far as it is genuine, that, fenfible of their 
folly, they now defire to become good and 
wife; and are determined for the future to 
hold a virtuous courfe, could they only 
hope to obtain pardon for the paft. In 
this fituation of mind, let them not.be caft 
down and defpair. Chrift has brought 
with him from heaven the olive branch. 
He carries in his hand the fignal of forgive- 
nefs, The declaration which he publithes 


je 
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SERM. 18, Let the qwiched forfake his way, and the 
ie NS unrighteous man bis thoughts; and let him 


return to the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon bim; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon *, Infufficient though our 
Own repentance be to procure pardon 
from Heaven, we are informed, that an 
all-fufficient atonement has been made by 
Chrift.. Neither the number nor the atro- 
city of offences excludes, from forgiveneds, 
the penitent who returns to his duty. . To 
all who come under this defcription, the 
offer of mercy extends, without exception, 
fle that fpared not his own Son, but delivered 
bim up for us all, how fhall he not with him 
alfo freely give us all things + ? 

This difcovery of divine government, 
afforded by the Gofpel, is perfeGily cal- 
culated to fcatter the gloom which had 


_overcaft the defponding heart. The at- 


mofphere clears up on every fide; and is 
illuminated by cheering rays of celeftial 
mercy. Not only is hope given to the 
penitent, but it is rendered finful not to 
indulge that hope. We are not only al- 


* Tfaiah, ly. 7. + Rom. viii, 32. 
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lowed and encouraged, but we are com- sprm. 


manded to truft in the divine clemency. 

We are commanded to believe that mone 
who come unto Chrift he will in any wife 
caft out*. As I live, faith the Lord God, 
I have no pleafure 'in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from bis 
way and live; turn ye, turn ye, from your 
evil ways; for, why will ye die, O houfe of 
Trael + ? Such is the relief which the 
religion of Chrift brings to them who 
labour and are heavy laden under the im- 
preffions of guilt and divine difpleafure ; 
a relief which nothing can render ineffec- 
tual to the heart, except the moft gloomy 
fuperftition, founded on grofs mifconcep- 
tions of the nature and attributes of God.— 
Let us now, 





II, ConsiDER what ref the religion of 
Chrift gives to them whofe diftrefs arifes 
not from inward and moral, but from 
natural and external eee from ad- 
verfe fortune, or any of thofe numerous 
calamities to which we are at -prefent 
expofed. To fuch perfons, it may feem 


# John, vi. 37. + Ezek, xxxili. tr. 
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more difficult to~promife any effectual 
relief. In the former cafe, the diftrefs lay 
entirely in the mind. As foon as its 
views are rectified, and its apprehenfions 
quieted, the evil is removed, and the cure 
effected. Here, the diftrefs arifes from 
without; and the religion of Chrift af- 
feéts not the courfe of external events. 
But though it removes not all the evils 
of life; though it promifes no continuance 
of undifturbed profperity (which indeed 
it were not falutary for man always to 
enjoy); yet, if it mitigates the evils which 
neceffarily belong to our ftate, and fup- 
ports us under them, it may juftly be 
faid to give reff to them who labour and are 
heavy laden. When much that is mate- 
rial and important is effected, we have 
no caufe to complain, though all that we 
defire be not accomplifhed.—In this part 
of the difcourfe, Iam to be confidered as 
addreffing myfelf, not merely to fuch as 
are at prefent fuffering any fevere calamity; 
I now fpeak to many, who, in the midft 
of health and affluence, enjoy the various 
comforts of life. But I muft defire fuch 
perfons to look forward to what may one 

| day 
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day be their ftate. Let them reflect how 8ERM. 


important it is to prepare themfelves for . 


the future unknown viciflitudes of the 
world. For, ifa man live many years and 
rejoice in them all, yet let him remember the 
days of darknefs, for they /hall be many *.— 
Now, either in the profpect of future dif- 
trefs, or under prefent fuffering, I fay, that 
the religion of Chrift gives ref to the heart, 
by the fortitude which it infpires, and by 
the confolations which it affords. 


Firff, Ir infpires fortitude. It difcovers 
a fupreme adminiftration, fo friendly to 


the interefts of goodnefs, as never to 


allow the followers of Chrift to dread, 
that, in any fituation of fortune, they thall 
be negle&ted by Heaven. From the abf- 
tract confideration of the divine perfec- 
tions, men had always fome ground to be- 
lieve, that the general order of the univerfe 
was confulted by its great ruler. But how 
far the intereft of individuals might be 
Obliged to yield, or, in many cafes, might 
be facrificed, to this general order, they 
were left altogether in the dark. Here the 
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gofpel of Chrift comes to our aid, by the 
explicit affurance which it gives that, in 


_ the great fyftem of Providence; the wel- 


fare of every fingle good man is parti- 
cularly included. 4// things, we are ex- 
prefsly told, are made to work éogether, 
not merely for the order and perfection of 
the whole, but alfo, for good to them who 
love God*. The life of every perfon who 
comes under this defcription, forms a fyf 
tem complete within itfelf; where every 
event that happens to him poffeffes its 
deftined place, and forms a link in that 
great chain of caufes, which was appoint= 
ed, from the beginning of things; for 
carrying on. his improvement and feli-. 
city. Such an arrangement of the affairs 
of the world, may appear aftonifhing to 
our narrow capacities; yet furely im- 
plies no effort beyond the reach of infinite 
power, joined with infinite wifdom and 


' goodnefs. 


Hence arifes a degree of » Gonibield and 
conftancy to good men, which can upon 
no other grounds be attained... Faith, in 
thefe principles of the: gofpel, ereéts for 

* Roin. wii, 28: ; 
them 
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- them a fortrefs impregnable to the af- SERM. 
faults of the world, into which they can My 


at all times retreat. Sitting under the 
fhelter of divine protetion, they calmly 
hear the ftorm, when it blows with its 
utmoft violence around them. The floods 
bave lifted up their voice; they have lifted 
up all their waves. But the Lord on high 
ts mightier than the noife of many waters : 
yea, than the mighty waves of the Sea*. 
Of the man who poffeffes fuch principles, 
it is juftly faid, Ais heart is eftablifbed; he 
foall not be afraid of evil tidings; his heart 
is fixed, trufiing in the Lord}. ‘Tranquil- 


lity, order, and magnanimity, dwell with | 


him; while all is confufion and trepi- 
dation among thofe, who have nothing to 
look to but the apparent diforders of the 
world. 


Tue doétrine of ,Chrift not only arms us, 


in this manner, with fortitude againft the 
approach of evil; but, fuppofing evils to 
fall upon us with their heavieft preffure, it 
lightens the load by many confolations to 
which others are ftrangers. While bad men 


* Pfalm xciii, 34. + Pfalm cxii. 7, 8. 
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SE RM, ‘trace, in the calamities with which they. 
w~ are vilited, the hand of an offended Sove- 


reign, Chriftians are taught to view them 
as the well-intended chaftifements of a 
merciful Father. ‘They hear, amidft them, 


that ftill voice which a good confeience 


brings to their ear: Fear not, for I am 
with thee; be not di ifmayed, for Iam thy 
God*, "They apply to themfelves the 
comfortable promifes with which the gof- 
pel abounds. They difcover in thefe the 
happy iffue decreed to their troubles ; and 
wait with patience till Providence fhall 
have accomplifhed its great and good de- 


* figns. Inthe mean time, devotion opens 


to them its blefled and holy fantuary : 
that fan@uary in which the wounded 
heart is healed, and the weary mind is at 
reft;.where the cares of the world are 
forgotten, where its tumults are hufhed, 
and its miferies difappear; where greater 
objets open to our view than what the 


_ world prefents; where a more ferene fky 


fhines, and a fweeter and calmer light 

beams on the afflitted heart. In thofe 

moments of devotion, a pious man, pour- 
¢ Ifaiah, xli. 10. 
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ing out his wants and forrows to an SERM. 


almighty Supporter, feels that he is not  .v-_, 


left folitary and forfaken in a vale of: 
woe. God is with him, Chrift and the 
Holy Ghoft are'with him; and though he 
fhould be bereaved of every earthly friend, 
he can look up in heaven to-a Friend who 
will never die. | 

To thefe prefent confolations, the re- 
ligion of Chrift adds the joyful profpe& 
of that future ftate, where eternal ref 
remaineth for the people of God. This life 
they are taught to confider as only the 
houfe of their pilgrimage; the temporary 


manfion of painful though neceflary dif- ~ 


cipline. But let them endure for a little, 
and the pilgrimage fhall end, the difci- 
pline fhall be finifhed; and all the vir- 
tuous be aflembled in thofe blifsful re- 
gions which are prepared for their reward. 
Such a ‘profpect cheers the darkeft hours of 
life; and affords a remedy to every trou- 
ble, The fufferings of this prefent time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which fhall be revealed*. ‘They appear, 
in this comparative view, as no more 


%* Rom. vili. 18. 


H2 than 


160 | On the Relief which the 

e st M. than a diftreffing dream of the night, from 

tye’ Which one awakes into health, and light, 
andjoy. Peculiar is this high confolation 
to the religion of Chrift. Itis what all na- 
tions had éagerly wifhed for; what alk 
phiofophy had anxioufly fought to dif- 
cover; but what no refearch, no philofo- 
phy were able to afcertain to mankind, tilt 
Chrift brought the affurance of life and 
immortality from heaven; and conferred 
on his difciples this noble and ineftimable 


eift., 


Tivs, on the whole, the Chriftian doc- 
trine is found to be the great medicine of 
life. Itis the balm of human forrows and 
cares. In our prefent ftate, where fo many 
are fuffering aftual diftrefs, of one kind 
or other, and where all have reafon to 
dread the approach of diftrefs, it is religion 
only that can alleviate the burdens of life, 
and fmooth our paflage through this evil 
world, Let this view of religion per- 
fuade us to improve the facred ordinance 
of our Lord’s fupper for coming unto Chrift 
in the way before explained: that is, join- _ 
ing ourfelves to him as his difciples ; his 

: difciples, 
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difciples, not in words and profeflions only, srRM, 


but in heart and in truth; saking upon us 
bis yoke, as is added in the words imme- 
diately following the text: and éearning of 
him who is meck and lowly in beart, Let 
thofe who labour under the fenfe of re- 
membered follies and crimes, come unto 
Chrift with penitent difpofitions, and they 
fhall obtain pardon. Let thofe who la- 
bour under the fuffering of prefent, or 
_ the apprehenfion of future forrows, come 
anto Chriff, and they fhall receive confola« 
tion. All who are in any fenfe heavy laden, 
coming unto him, fhall find ref to their 
fouls. . 


Berore concluding this difcourfe, there 


is another fet of men not yet mentioned, 
to whom I muft alfo addrefs the exhort- 
’ gation in the text; thofe | mean who, la- 
bouring under none of the diftrefsful bur- 
dens of life, are furfeited of its pleafure; 
awho labour under the burden only of lan- 
guid eafe, and the load of infipid profpe- 
rity. You drag, my friends, but a miferable 
exiftence. Oppreffed by no forrow, you 
feel vacuity and diflatisfaQtion within ; you 

H 3 are 
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SERM. are often weary of life; and, in your fos 
tp litary hours, are difpofed to confefs that all 
. you have experienced is vanity. Wheres 

fore fhould you any longer /pend your mo- 
ney for that which is not bread, and your | 
labour for that which fatisfieth not 2 Come to 
the waters which are now offered to you, and 
drink, Hear, aud your fouls fhall live. 
Retreat from the corrupting vanities of the 
world to Chrift, to religion, and to virtue. 
New fources of enjoyment fhall then be 
opened to you. A world yet untried fhall 
difplay itfelf to your view. You fhall be 
formed to a relith for the quiet and inno- 
cent pleafures of piety and devotion; of 
friendfhip and good affections; of ufeful 
knowledge, and virtuous activity ; of calm 
fociety, and feafonable retirement; pleafures 
of which at prefent you have no concep- 
tion ; but which, upon trial, you fhall find 
fuperior to the trifling or turbulent amufe- 
ments, in which you have hitherto paffed 
your days.—The true fatisfa€tion of the 
human mind is only to be found in religion 
and goodnefs; in a purified heart and a 
virtuous life. All other plans of happinefs 
are fallacioys, and pregnant with difappoint- 
“ES ment, 
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ment, Itis only by acquainting ourfelves 
with God that we can jind peace: And thofe 


who are weary and heavy laden now, fhall 


be weary and heavy laden tothe end, unlefs _ 


they come to him who only can give them 


refi. | 5 
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JsArAH, v, 12. 


The harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, 


and wine, are in their feafts + but they re- 
gard not the work of the Lord, neither 
confider the operation of his bands. 


T appears from many paflages in the 
writings of this prophet, that in his 
days great corruption of manners had be- 
gun to take place among the people of 
Ifrael. Originally a fober and a religious 
nation, accuftomed to a fimple and paf- 
toral life, after they had enlarged their 
territories by conqueft, and acquired 
wealth by commerce, (ner gradually con- 
ee traced 
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tracted habits of luxury ; and luxury foon SERM, 


introduced its ufual train of attending evils, 
In the hiftory of all nations, the fame cir- 
culation of manners has been found; and 
the age in which we live refembles, in this 
refpedct, the ages which have gone before it, 
Forms of iniquity may vary; but the cor- 
rupt propenfities of men remain at all 


Neemeren gcd 


times much the fame; and revolutions’ 


from primitive fimplicity to the refine- 
ments of criminal luxury have been 


often exhibited on the flage of the world. 
The reproof dire&ted in the text to the 


ews of that antient age will be found 
equally applicable to the manners of many 
in modern times. In difcourfing from it, 
I thall tirft confider the chara@ter of thofe 
who are defcribed in the text, and fhew the 
guilt that is involved in it. I fhall next 
confider the duties which perfons of that 
character are fuppofed to have neglected; 
to regard the work of the Lord, and to con- 
fider the operation of his hands. 


‘J. WHEN we take into view the cha- 


yacter pointed at in the text, it is evident 
-. that 
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that what the prophet means to reproveis, 
the fpirit of inconfiderate diffipation, of ins 
temperate indulgence, and __ irreligious 
luxury. Itis not the feaft and the wine, 
ihe harp and the viol, which he means to 
condemn. Mutfic and wine are, in them- 
felves, things of innocent nature: Nay, 
when temperately enjoyed, they may be 
employed for ufeful purpofes ; for affording 
relaxation from the oppreflive cares of 
life, and for promoting friendly intercourfe 
among men. ‘The opulent are not pro- 
hibited from enjoying the good things of 
this world, which Providence has beftowed 
upon them. Religion neither abolifhes the 
diftinGion of ranks, (as. the vain philofophy 
of fome‘ would teach us to do,) nor inter- 
feres with a modeft and decent indulgence 


of pleafure. It is the criminal abufe of 


pleature which is here cenfured; that 


thonghtlefs and intemperate enjoyment of 


it which wholly abforbs the time and at- 
tention of men; which. obliterates every 
ferious thought of the proper bufinefs of 
life; and effaces the fenfe of religion and 
of Grd: 


if 
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It may be proper to remark, that it is SERM. 


not open and direct impiety, which is laid 
to the charge of the perfons here charac- 
terifed. Itis not faid, that in their feafts 
they fcoffed at religion, or blafphemed the 
name of God. To this fummit of wicked- 
nefs thefe perfons had not yet arrived ; per- 
haps the age in which they lived gave not 
its countenance to this wantonnefs of im- 
piety. It is merely a negative crime of 
which they are accufed, that they regarded 
not the work of the Lord, neither confidered 
the operation of bis hands. But this ab- 
fence of all religious impreffions is here 
pointed out, as fufficient to ftigmatife 
their charaéters with guilt, As foon asthe 
fenfe of a Supreme Being is loft, the great 
check is taken off, which keeps under re- 
ftraint the paffions of men. Mean defires, 
and low pleafures, take place of the greater 
and nobler fentiments which reafon and 
religion infpire. Amidf the tumult of che 


wine and the feaft, all proper views of hu- | 


man life are forgotten. The duties which, 
as men, they have to perform, the part 
they have to act in the world, and the 
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diftreffes to which they are expofing them~ 
felves, are banifhed from their thoughts. 
To-morrow fhall be as this day, and more 
abundantly, isthe only voice. Inflamed by 
fociety, and circulated from one loofe com- 
panion to another, the fpirit-of riot grows 
and fwells, till ic end in brutal excefs. 
Were fuch diforders rare and occafional 
merely, they might perhaps be forgotten 
and forgiven. But nourifhed by repetition 
and habit, they grow up among too many, 
to become the bufinefs and occupation of 
life. By thefe unfortunate votaries of 
pleafure, they are accounted effential to hap- 
pinefs. Life appears to ftagnate without 
them. Tlaving no refource within them- 
felves, their fpirits fink, and their very being 
feems annihilated, till the return of their fa-. 
vourite pleafures awaken within them fome 
tranfient f{parkles of joy. - Idlenefs, eafe, 
and profperity, have too natural a tendency 
to generate the follies and vices now de- 
feribed. Becaufe they have no changes, 
faid the Pfalmift, therefore they fear not 
Ge@*, They ate the dark and folitary 
* Pfalm tv. 19, 
hours 
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hours of life, which’ recall men to recol- 8ERM. 


le@ion and wifdom. They thew to the 
unthinking what this world really is, and 
what may be expected from it. But the 
day that is always bright and unclowded, 
is not made for men. It. flatters them 
with the dangerous illufion, that it is in 


their power to render life one fcene of 


pleafure; and that they have no. other 
bufinefs on earth, but to fpread the /eaf, 
and call the harp and the viol to found. 
But the examples are fo frequent, of the 
dangers and the crimes which. arife from 


Vi. 
Nareami, otra 


an intemperate abufe of pleafure, that on ~ 


this part of the. fubjec&t it feems needlefs 
to infift any longer. I proceed, there- 
fore, 


Il. To confider the duties which men 
are accufed of having neglected; and 
which it is here fuppofed, if duly at- 
tended to, would have acted as the cor- 
reCtives of diffolure and irrreligious lux- 
_ury; thefe are, to regard the work of the 
Lord, and to confider the operation of his 
hands,—By recommending fuch duties, [ 
do not mean to reprefent it as requifite 


that: 


YiIo 


SERM. 
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Hat the feaft fhould be turned into ai? 


nngruag, eet ot worfhip; that the countenances of, 


men fhould be always grave; or that, 


in the hours of amufement and of focial 
feftivity, no fubje&t may employ their 
thoughts and their difcourfe except God 
and a future ftate. All extremes in re- 
ligion are dangerous; and by carrying 
aufterity too far, we are in hazard of 
only promoting: hypocrify. But though 
fome, in the laft age, might be prone to 
this extreme; yet, at the prefent day, 
there: is not much occafion for warn 
ing men againft it—-What I now in- 
fift upon is, that all our pleafures ought 
to be tempered, with a ferious fenfe of 
God; that fcenes of gaiety and enjoy- 
ment fhould never make us forget that 
we are fubjects of his government, and 
have a part allotted us to at in this world 3. 
that on no occafion they fhould be pro- 
longed fo much, repeated fo often, or fufs 
fered to tranfport us fo far, as to lead us 
to break any of the divine laws, or to a& 
inconfiftently with the chara&ter of men 
and Chriftians. A prevailing fenfe of 
God on the mind is to be ever held the 

fureft 
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fureft guard of innocence amd virtue, 
amidft the allurements of pleafure. It is 
the falutary mixture which mutt be infufed 
into the cup. of joy, in order to render it 
fafe and innoxious. 

This fenfe of God fhould lead us, in the 
language of the prophet, to regard the work 
of the Lord, and to confider the operation of 
bis hands ; which expreffions may be un- 
derftood as requiring us to have God upoa 
our thoughts under two views; fo regard 
his work, as the Author of nature; and fo 
confider the operation of his bands, as the 
Governor of the world. Let us attend 
more particularly to each of thefe views of 
the Supreme Being. 


In the firft place, we are to view God 
as the Author of nature, or to regard the 
work of the Lord. With his works we 


are in every place furrounded. We can 


caft our eyes no where, without difcern- 
ing the hand of Him who formed them, 
if the groffnefs of our minds will only 
allow us to behold Him. Let giddy and 
thoughtlefs men turn ‘afide a little from 
the haunts of riot. Let them ftand fill, 
2 and 





fs onon * +. 
(,” THEOLOGICAL © 
re SEMINARY 


yt ES Mia 





tit 
a 


Ii2 


SERM. 


Vi. 


On Luxury and Licentioufne[s. 


and contemplate the wondrous works of: 
God; and make trial of the effect which 
fuch contemplation would produce.—lIt 
were good for them that even indepen« 
dently of the Author, they were more 
acquainted with his works; good for 
them, that from the focieties of loofe and 
diffolute men, they would retreat to the 
{fcenes of nature; would oftener dwell 
among them, and enjoy their beauties. 
This would form them to the relifh of 
uncorrupted innocent pleafures ; and make 
them feel the value of calm enjoy- 
ments, as fuperior to the noife and tur- 
bulence of licentious gaiety. From the 
harmony of nature and of nature’s works, 
they would learn to hear fweeter founds 


fhan what arife from the viol, the tabget — 
the pipe. 


But to higher and more ferious thoughts 
thefe works of nature give occafion, when 
eonfidered in conjunétion with the Creator 


who made them.—Let me call on you, 


my friends, to catch fome interval of re- 


fie&tion, fome ferious moment, for look- 


ing with thoughtful eye on the world 
around you. Lift your view to that 
‘immenfe 
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immenfe arch of heaven’ which encom- SERM. 

_paffes you above. Behold the fun in all , 

his {plendor rolling over your’ head by 

day; and the moon by night, in mild 

and ferene majefty, furrounded with that 

hoft of ftars which prefent to your ima- 

gination an innumerable multitude of 

worlds. Liften.. to the awful voice -of 

thunder... Liften to the roar of the tem- 

peft and the océan, ‘Survey the wonders 

that fill. the earth which you ‘inhabit. 

Contemplate a fteady and powerful Hand, 

bringing round fpring and fummer, au- 

tumn and winter, in regular courfe; de- 

cofating this earth with innumerable 

beauties, diverfifying it with innumerable = & 

inhabitants, pouring forth comforts on all --, & 

that ‘live; and, at the fame time, over-” : ¢= 

awing thé nations with the violence of “. + — 

the elements, when it pleafes the Creator _~ 

to let them forth.—After you have view- ~ sé 

ed yourfelves as furrounded with fuch a 

fcene of wonders; after you have beheld, 

on every hand, fuch an aftonifhing dif- 

play. of majefty, united with wifdom aod 

goodnefs; are you not feized with fo- 

lemn and ferious awe? Is there not fome- 
Vat. IV. ) I thing 
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SER™, thing which whifpers you within, that ‘to 
this great Creator reverence and homage | 
are .due by all the rational beings whom 
~ he -has made? Admitted: to be fpetators 
‘of ‘his: works, placed in the midft of fo 
mangigreat and interefting objects, can ‘you 
‘believe that you were brought hither for 
‘no purpofe, but to immerfe yourfelves in 
grofs “arid brutal,°or, “at -beft, in’ trifling 
pleafures ;. loft to all fenfe of the wonders 
you behold; loft: to all: reverence! of that 
God who gave you being,*and who has 
erected this amazing fabric of nature, on 
swhich'you look only with ftupid and! uns 
meaning eyes No : “Letthe fcenes which 
-you'behold | pronipt ° correfpondent ' feel- 
ings.) “Let them! awaken: you from the | 
degrading © intoxication’ * of ‘licentioufniefs; 
into:nobler emotions.» Every obje& which 
you view 'in nature, whether > great %or 
fmalk, -ferves, to” inftru& you. “The ftar 
and the infe&t, the fiery meteor andy the 
flower of {pring, the verdant field sand 
the lofty mountain, all) exhibit a Supreme 
Power, before which you ought to tremble 
and adore; all preach the dotrine, alk 
infpire the, fpirit of .devotion and reve- 
| rence. 


Nee atte 


-_ 
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renice. ' Regarding, then, the work of the SERM. 


Lord, let rifing emotions of awe and gra- 
titude call forth from your fouls fuch 
fentiments as thefe :—‘* Lord, wherever 1 
‘am, and whatever I enjoy, may I never 


** forget’ thee, as the Author of nature! 
«6 


“ture and thy fubje@t! In this magnificent 
£44 


“« placed me, may I ever be thy faithful 
worthipper, and may the reverence and 


wn 


“© of my-heart!”—It is to fuch confidera- 
tion’ of God I would now ‘recall your 
thought from the wine and the feaft, as 
proper to check the fpirit of levity and 
folly ; and to infpire manly and becoming 
fentiments, in the place of criminal diffipa- 
tion, But,. 


- In the fecond place, there is a confider- 
ation of a nature ftill more ferious, to be 
employed for the fame purpofe; the con- 


fideration of God as not only the Author 
of nature, but the Governor of his crea- 


tures. While we regard the work of the 
Lord, we are alfo to confider the never-ceal- 
2 ing 


‘May I never forget that I am thy crea- 


temple of the univerfe, where thou haft’ 


‘the fear of God be the firft fentiments | 


03) 
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SERM. ing operation of his bands. We are to look. 
Vb; up-to an awful and. irrefiftible Providence, 


firetching- its arm over.our heads; direét- 
ing the fate of men, and difpenfing at 


“its pleafure--happinefs or mifery. In. the 


giddy moments of jollity, the wanton and | 
thoughtlefs are apt to fay: “* Let us eat and 
“drink, for to-morrow we dié. . Nothing 
“is: better: for, man, than. to. .rejoice.as 
**. much as he can all the days-of his. yain 
“ life; and to keep himéelf. undifturbed 
“ by fuperftitious’ terrors.) He who fits 
“ teth in the heavens :beftows, no. minute 
“attention:on the fons.of earth, He per- 
“omits alk things to come alike to all ; one 
+ event ta bappen to the righteous and ta the 


“—~ 


© wicked.’ +-Be affured, my brethren,’ it 


is not! fos Yow greatly deceive your2 
felves by imagining that your Creator 
and Governor is indifferent to the part 
you. are now acting; or that the diftri- 
bution of good and evil, which now takes 
place, has no relation to your moral con- 
duct. . In fome inftances, that relation may: 
not be apparent; becaufe the moral govern- 
ment of God is not completed in this world. 
Buta multitude of proofs fhew government 
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to be already Beguit; and point ott to you SERM. 
the train in whiclt you id expel it it to % aa 


proceed." 

“In the hiftory of all ages and nations, 
you cannot but have obferved a thoufatid 
inftances in which the operation of the divine 
band has been difplayed; overtaking evil- 
doers fooner or later with punifiment, and 


bringing on their own heads the ruin they 


had devifed for others. You are not to 
imagine that this difpleafure of Providence 
is exerted only againft the ambitious, the 
treacherous, and the ctuel, who ate the 
authors of extenfive mifery to the world. 
Under this idea, perhaps, you may be defir- 
ous to fhelter yourfelves, that your exceffes 
are of a harmlefs kind; that you feek no- 
thing moré than the enjoyment of your own 
pleafures; that your /eaf and your! wine 
interfere not with the order of the world ; 
and that therefore you have dofe nothing 
which fhould awake’ the fleeping thun- 
der and bring it down from heaven ‘on 
your héads. Though not ftained with 
the blackeft colours of guilt, your con- 
dué&t may neverthelefs be highly offen- 


‘five to the Ruler of the world. His go- 
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vernment is not of that. Sabet inatten- 


a, a tive kind, which allows: i impunity to every 


leffer criminal; He beholds with difplea~ 
fure the behaviour of thofe who. degrade 
their nature by vicious diforders ; and con- 
taminate, by their example, every fociety 
with which they are connected. His mea- 
{ures are taken, that, in one Pay or other, 
they fhall fuffer, . : 

-Look around the exis of your ac- 
quaintance,, and obferve, whether they 
are not the fober, the induftriaus, and the 
yirtuous, who vifibly profper in the world, 
and rife into reputation and influence ;_ ab- 
ferve whether the licentious and intem= 
perate are not.conftantly. humbled. and 
checked by fome dark reverfe either in — 
their, health or their fortune ;; whether the 
irreligious “and profligate are ever fuffered 
to efcapelong,. without being marked with 
infamy,.and becoming obje€ts of , con- 
tempt.—-I afk, to what caufe this is to be 
afcribed, but to that. operation of the hand 
of God, which I am now calling you to 
confider? Does it not obvioufly ‘carry 
the marks of a: plan, .a fyftem.of, things 
contrived and fore-ordained by Providence, 
RS aa + for 
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fer rewarding virtue, and punifhing vice 
in every form of its diforders?—~The Go- 


Lig 
SERM.; 
VI. 


vernor of the world:need not for this pur- | 


pote {tep: from his throne,: or put forth his 
hand from the clouds: With»admirable 
wifdom he. has fo ordered: the train. of 


human affairs, that, in their natural courfe,: 


men’s own wickedue/s fhall reprove: them, 


and their backflidings corrett them; that they. 


foall be made to eat the fruit of their doings, 
and to fall into the pit which themfelves bad 
digged, 

 Thefe things have been always fo ap- 
parent to obfervation, that though a man 
may have been feduced into irregular 
and: evil courfes during his life, yet, at 
the clofe of -it, it feldom happens -but he 
difcerns their pernicious nature, and: con- 
demns himfelf for them. Never, per- 
haps, was there a father, who, after he 
had fpent his days in idlenefs, diffipation, 
and luxury, did not, when dying, admo- 
nifh the children whom ‘he loved, to hold 
a more honourable courfe, to follow the 
paths of virtue, to fear-God, and to fulhl 
propetly the duties of their ftation.—To 
peat: indeed, I can confidently ap= 
i 3 I4 "peal, 
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sER mM: peal, whether what I am now faying, be 


VI 


not confirmed by your own  teftimony. 
_ After you have been guilty of fome cri« 
minal acts, in the courfe of thofe riotous’ .. 


pleafures which you indulge, havé you 
not, at certain times, felt the: ftings of 
remorfe? Were you not obliged to con. 
fefs to yourfelves that a fad profpeét of 
mifery was opening before you, if {uch 
excefles were to continue? Did you not 
hear an inward voice upbraiding you for 
having funk and degraded your ‘charac- 
ter fo far below that of many of your 
equals. around you?-My friends, what 
was this but the voice of God, fpeaking, 
as the Governor of his creatures, within 


_ your heart; teftifying loudly that your 


courfe of life was difpleafing to him; 
and warning you of punifhments that 
were to follow? If his difpleafure againft | 
you is already begun to be teftified, can 
you tell where it is to ftop, or how long 
wt may continue to purfwe you throughout 
future ftages of your exiftence? Wha 
knoweth the power of bis wrath ?—+Ta 
this awful, this warning voice, will you 
pot be perfuaded reverently to liften ? Im- 
i 3 prefied 
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prefled by the dread authority which it car- se RM. 


ries, fhall you not fall down on your knees 
before your Maker, imploring his mercy to 
pardon your pait offences, and his grace to 
rectify your future way? 


-. Sucn ought to be the effeéts of the con- 
fideration of God as the Governor of the 
world, It leads to thoughts of a very fe- 
rious nature. When we regard the work of 
the Lord, and contemplate himas the Author 
of the univerfe, fuch contemplation prompts 
devotion. But when we coufider the opera+ 
tion of bis hands in providence, and contem- 
plate him as the Governor of mankind, fuch 
‘contemplation prompts humiliation before 
him for offences committed. The former 
addreffes itfelf to the ingenuous fentiments 
that are left in the heart; and awakens a 
fenfe of our unworthinefs, in negle@ing the 
Author of nature amid{t our riotous plea 
fures. The latter addrefles itfelf to our re+ 
gatd for fafety and happinefs; and awakens 
fear and dread, from confcioufnefs of the 
guilt we have contraéted. Hence fprings 
up in every thoughtful mind, an anxious 
concern to avert the difpleafure, and regain 

the 
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SERM. the favour of that Supreme Being to whom. 

vais we are allfubjeGt.. This, among unenlight- 
ened nations, gave rife to facrifices, expia~' 
tions, and all the rites of humble though 
fuperftitious worfhip. Among nations, who 
have been inftructed in true religion, fenti- 
ments of the fame nature pave the way for 
prayer, repentance, faith, and all thofe duties, 
by means of which_we may hope, through 
a divine Mediator. and Interceffor, to be 
reconciled to heaven. Natural and revealed 
religion here appear in concord. We behold 
the original di@ates of the human heart lay- 
ing-a foundation. for the glad reception of 
the comfortable tidings of the gofpel. _ 


I HAVE ‘thus endeavoured to fhew in 
what manner, by regaraing the work of the 
Lord, and confidering the operation of his 
hands, we may prevent the dangers arifing 
from a thoughtlefs indulgence of pleafure ; 
we may be furnifhed with an antidote-to 
the-poifon which is too often mixed in that 
intoxicating cup.—Human life is full of 
_troubles.»» We are all tempted: to alleviate 
them as much ‘as -we can, by freely enjoy- 
ing the pleafurable moment which Provi- 
dence 
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dence thinks fit to allow us. Enjoy them SERM, 
we may: But, if we would enjoy them _"*_, 
_ fafely, and enjoy them long, let us temper 

them with the fear of God. As foon as this 

is forgotten and ‘obliterated, the found of 

the harp and the viol is changed into the 

fignal of death. . The ferpent comes. forth 

from the rofes where it-had lain in ambuth, | 

and gives the fatal fting. Pleafure in mo- 
deration is the cordial, in excefs it is the 

bane, of life. 
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.. SERMON VIL. 
On the “nae of Gop ina Future 
USTAaTres 


PSALM xvi. II. 


Thou wilt fhew me the path of life: In thy 
prefence is fulne/s of joy; at thy right band , 


there are pleafures for evermore. 


"T HE apoftle Peter, in a difcourfe which 

he held to the Jews, applies this paf- 
fage, in a myftical and prophetical fenfe, to 
the Meffiah*. But, in its literal and pri- 
mitive meaning, it exprefles the exalted 
hopes by which the Pfalmift David fup- 
ported himfelf amidft the changes and re- 
volutions, of which his life was full. By 


* Ads, ii, 25—28. 
thefe 
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thefe hopes, when flying before Saul, when se RM 


driven from his throne, and perfecuted by: 
an unnatural fon, he was enabled to pre- 
ferve his virtue, and to maintain unfhaken 
truft in God.—In that early age of the 
world, thofe explicit difcoveries of a ftate 
of immortality, which we enjoy, had not 
yet been given to mankind. But: though 
the Sun of righteoufne/s was not arifen, the 
dawn had appeared of that glorious day 
which he was to introduce. Even in thofe 
ancient times, holy men,‘as the Apoftle 
writes to the Hebrews, fow the promifes afar 
off, and were perfuaded of them and embraced 


VI. 
tienceiienal 


them; and, conféfing that they were frangers 
and pilgrims on earth, declared that they 


fought after a better country, that is an'bea~ 
venly*, Indeed, in every age, God per- 
mitted fuch hopes to afford fupport and 
confolation to thofe who ferved him. The 
full effe€t of them we behold in thofe tri- 
umphant exprefhions of the text, which are 
to be the fubject of this difcourfe. They 
lead us to confider; firft, The hope of the 
Pfalmift in his prefent ftate ; Thou wilt fhew 


® Heb. xis 13-16. 
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SERM. me the path of life. . And, fecondly, the ter~ 
VIly 

-‘Mination of his hope*in that future: ftate, 

where ia the prefence of Gadis fulne/s of joy 

and. at his og at exes pra are i elegeen fer 


evermores Vriss mm of it F351 


si Th ou rib fot me she splat ah ki if 
This plainly imports that: there are. dif- 
ferent paths or courfes of condua, which 
may be» purfued by, men:in; this ‘world ; 
a path, 'which leads .to:life: or happinefs, 
anda 'path;which iffues.in death or. de- 
ftruction.. » Thefe oppofite. lines: of «con= 
duct are determined ' by. the, choice which 
men. make.of virtue.or- of vice; and hence 
men are. divided. into. two oreatsiele Nets 
according as their inclinations lead, them 
to.good. orto evil. The path of life is 
often a rough and difficult path, followed 
only by afew. The. oppofite one is’ the 
_ broad way, in which the multitude walk ; 
feemingly.fmooth, and ftrewed with. flow- 
ers; but leading in the-end to death ant 
mifery... Ihe path of life conducts us up a. 
 fleep afcent. ‘The palace of virtue has,’ in 
all ages, been reprefented as placed on the 
fummait of a hill; in the afcent of which 
labour 


dna Future States. 


— 


127 


labour is: réquifite, and difficulties are*to SERM. 


be furmounted ; and» where a:conduétor is 
needed, to direct. our way,’ Bre to aid our 
eae A133 29 BIoy 

“Now, the hope which saa men enter- 
tain is, that this path of life fhall be fhewn 
them by God; that, when their intentions 
are upright, God will both ‘inftrué&: them 
concerning the road which’ leads to true 
Happinefs, and will affift them to purfue it 
fuccefsfully. Among nations ‘where any 
fuitable ideas of God or of virtue began to 
be formed, hopes of this nature alfo began 
to be entertained. It was confonant to the 
Aature-of man, to think that the Supreme 
Being was favourable'to virtue. Accord- 
ingly, in the writings of fome of the an- 
cient philofophers, we find various obfcure 
traces of this belief, that there was a benign 
heavenly Spirit, who illuminated the minds 


ofthe ‘virtuous, and affifted their endea-. 


vours to obtain wifdom. and happinels.: 
They even afferted, that no man became 
great or good without “seat pre aie 
ee . 

» But what: they indiftindlly Coke vedy 
atvd could not with confidence rely upon, 
on ae | ! the 
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SERM. the do@rine of Chriftianity hath clearly 
it, explained and fully confirmed; exprefsly 
and frequently teaching, that, not only 
by the external difcoveries of revelation, 
but by the inward operations of his Spi- 
rit, he /bews to the humble and virtuous 
the path of life. While, by his word, 
he inftruéts them in their duty, by the 
influence of his grace he affifts them. in 
the performance of it. In all revelation 
there .is certainly no doctrine more com- 
fortable than this. It is to good men 
a noble and. pleafing thought, that they 
are purfuing a-path which God has dif 
covered and pointed out to them. For 
they know that every path, in which he 
is. their ‘conductor, muft be. honourable, 
mutt be fafe, mut bring them in the end 
to felicity... They follow’ that: Shepherd 
of Jreel, who always leads his flock into - 
green paflures; and makes them lie down 
befide the fill waters, At the fame time, 
they know that, if there be truth in re- 
ligion. at all, on this principle they may ° 
fecurely reft, that the Divine Being will 
never defert thofe who aré endeavouring 
t@ follow out, as they can, the path which 
he 
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he has fhewn them. He beholds them SERM. 


here in a ftate of great imbecility; fur- 
roundéd with much darknefs; expofed to 
numberlefs dangers; from the temptations 
that affault them without, and the feduc- 
tion of mifguided and diforderly paffions 
within. In this fituation, can they ever 
fufpe& that the Father of mercies will 
leave his fervants, alone and unbefriended, 
to ftruggle up the hill of virtue, without 
ftretching forth a compaffionate arm to aid 
their frailty and to guide them through 
the bewildering paths of life? Where were 
then the God of love? Where, thofe in- 
finite compaffions of his nature, in which 
all his worfhippers have been encouraged 
to truft?—No: He will fend forth his 
light and his truth to bring them to bis oly 
hill. For the righteous Lord loveth right- 
. eoufnefs, and his countenance beboldeth the 
upright. With him there is no oblique 
purpofe, to turn him afide from favouring 
the caufe of goodnefs. No undertaking 
to which he has given his countenance 
fhall prove abortive. No promife that he 
has made fhall be allowed to fail. Whom 
he loveth, Lé loveth to the end. The fecret 
=i Vor, IV. K of 
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SERM. of the Lord is with them that fear him, and 
Vil. be will foew them bis covenant. The meek 
"will he guide in judgment, and them will 
he teach bis way. His grace fhall be fuf- 

ficient Jor them and his ftrength be made 
perfed in their weaknefs. They go from 
Jirength to firength ; every one of them ap- 
peareth before God. in Zion *—Such are 

the hopes with which good men in the pre- 

fent life fet forth on a courfe of piety and 

virtue. Thou wilt fhew me the path of li fe 


Let us now proceed, 


‘Ne To confider the termination of thefe 
hopes in a future ftate. Lz thy prefence is 
JSuluefs of joy; at thy right hand there are 
pleafures for evermore. All happinefs af- 
furedly dwells with God. The fountain 
of life is juftly faid to be with him. That 
iupreme and independent Being muft ne- 
ceilarily poffefs within himfelf every prin- 
ciple of beatitude; and no caufe from 
without can poflibly affe& his untroubled 
felicity. Among created dependent beings, 
happinefs flows in fcattered and feeble 
{ftreams; ftreams that are often tinged 


* Pfal. xxv. 14.9. 2 Cor. xii. 9g. Plal. Ixxxiv. 7. 
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with the blacknefs of mifery. But from srr. 


before the throne of God iffues the river 
of life, full, unmixed, and pure; and the 
pleafures, which now in feanty portions 
we are permitted to tafte, are all derived 
from that fource. Whatever gladdens the 
hearts of men or. angels, with any real 
and fatisfa&tory joy, comes from heaven. 
It is a portion of the pure influence flow 
ing from the glory of the Almighty; a ray 
iffuing from the brightnefs of the everlafting 
life. It is manifeft, therefore, that every 
-approach to God muft be an approach to 
felicity. The enjoyment of his imme- 
diate prefence muft be the confumma- 
tion of felicity; and it is to this pre- 
fence that the Pfalmift here exprefles his 
hope that the path of life was to conduc 
him. 
_ The whole of what is implied in ar- 
riving at.the prefence of the Divinity, ‘we 
cannot expect to comprehend. Such ex- 
preflions as thefe of fcripture, bebolding 
the face of God ; being.made glad with the 
light of bis countenance, and fatisfied with 
bis likenefs ; feeing light in his light ; feeing 
no longer darkly as through a glafs, but face 
Kee - to 
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SERM: jo face; fecing him as he is; are expreflions 
mye altogether myfterious, conveying fublime 


though obfcure ideas of the moft perfe& 
happinefs and higheft exaltation of human 
nature. This we know, that the abfence 
of God, the diftance at which we are now 
placed from atyy communication with our 
Creator, is one great fource of our infeli- 
city. Faith exerts its endeavours, but often 


' ineffeCtually, to raife our fouls tohim. He 


is a God that hideth bimfelf. His ways feem 
intricate and perplexed. We frequently 
cannot reconcile them to the conceptions 
which we had formed of his nature; and 
with many a fufpicion and doubt they per- 
plex the inquiring mind. His works we. 
furvey with aftonifhment. We wonder 
and adore. But while we clearly trace the 
footfteps of their great Author, his prefence 
we can never difcern. We go forward, but 
be is not there; and backward, but we can- 
act perceive him; on the left hand, where he 
qworketh, but we cannot behold him: he hi- 
deth himfelf on the right hand, that we cannog 
fee bim*®. ence, amidft the various for- 
rows and. difcouragements of the prefent 

* Job, xxiii. 8, 9. 
flate, 
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ftate, that exclamation of Job’s is often SF RM. 
drawn forth from the pious heart, O ¢hat I bie 


knew where I might find him, that I might 
come even to bis feat* ! 

Surrounded by fuch diftreffing obfcu- 
rity, no hope more tranfporting can be 
opened to a good man, than that a period 
is to come, when he fhall be allowed to 
draw nearer to the Autkor of his exift- 
ence, and to enjoy the fenfe of his prefence. 
In order to convey fome faint idea of that 
future blifs, by fuch an image as we can 
now employ, let the image be taken from 
the moft glorious reprefentative of the Su- 
preme Being, with which we are acquainted 
in this world, the Sun in the heavens. As 
that refplendent luminary cheers and re- 
vives the univerfe, when, after the dark- 
nefs of a tempeftuous night, it comes 
forth in the morning with its brighteft 
luftre, and infpires every heart with glad- 
nefs; as afcending gradually through the 


heavens, it converts that whole vaft ex-~ 


tent, over which its beams are diffufed, 

into a region of light; and thus changes 
* Job, xxiii. 3. 
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entirely the ftate of objects, by arraying 
all nature in beauty, and transforming it 
into the image of its own brightnefs:— 
Some fuch change as this, though in a 
degree infinitely f{uperior we may conceive 
the revelation of the Divine Prefence to 
produce upon the human foul. J will 
behold thy face in righteoufne/s; I fball be 
fatisfied when I awake with thy likenefs.— 
But without endeavouring farther to un- 
fold myfteries which we cannot explore, 
there are two fublime and expreflive views 
of the Divine Effence given us in {crip- 
ture, on which it may be edifying that 
our thoughts fhould reft for a little, in or- 
der to aid our conceptions of the bleffed- 
nefs of good men hereafter, in the pre- 
fence of God. It is faid, God is light * ; 
God is love}. Let us confider what fi/- 
nefs of joy muft arife from fuch mani- 
feftations of the Divine Effence to the 
bleffed. 


God is Light. ‘The revelation of his pre- 
fence infers, of courfe, a complete diffu- 


* 4 John, is. tT rJchn, iv. 8 
fion 
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fion of light and knowledge among all sERM. 


who partake of that prefence. This un- 
queftionably forms a primary ingredient 
of happinefs. Ignorance, or the want of 
light, is the fource of all our prefent mif- 
conduct, and all our misfortunes. The 
heart of man is dark; and in the dark- 
nefs of his heart is the feat of his corrup- 
tion. He is unable to difcern what is 
truly good.  Perpetually employed in 
fearch of happinefs, he is perpetually mif- 
led by falfe appearances of it. The 
errors of his underftanding impofe upon 
his paffions; and in confequence of the 
wrong dire€tion which his paffions take, 
he is betrayed into a thoufand diforders. 
Hence fenfuality, covetuoufnefs, and all the 
violent contefts with others about trifles, 
which occafion fo much mifery, and fo 
“many crimes in the world. He feedeth ox 
afbes, a deceived heart hath turned him 
afide, that he cannot deliver his foul nor fay 
Is there not a lie in my right hand *?— 
Once open to him the perfect fources of 
knowledge and truth ; fuppofe him placed 


* Tfaiah, xliv. 20. 


K 4 in) 


Vil... 
qe eed 


! 


136 On the Prefence of God 


SE AM in the prefence of that God who is 

w— Light; fuppofe him illuminated by light 
derived immediately..from the Supreme 
Being; prefently all his former errors 
would fly away, as mifts are difpelled. by. 
the rifing fun. His whole nature would 
be changed and reformed. The preju- 
dices which obfcured his underftanding 
would be removed. The feduétions of his 
paffions would difappear. Redctitude and 
virtue, having nothing now to obftru& 
their entrance, would take entire :poffef- 
fion of his heart. Angels are happier 
than men, becaufe they enjoy more en- 
larged knowledge and views; becaufe they 
labour under none of our unhappy decep- 
tions; but fee the truth as it is in itfelf; 
fee it, as it is in God. Sharing the fame 
light which illuminates them, good men 
in*a future ftate will fhare in their fe-: 
licity. 

Moreover, the light that flows from 
the prefence of him who is the original 
fource of light, not only banifhes miferies 
which were the effects of former darknefs 
but alfo confers the moft exquifite enjoy-: 

ment. 


ees 
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prefent ferves to fupply our moft preffing 
wants ; but it does no more, It is always 
imperfect and unfatisfaQory ; nay, much 
painful anxiety it often leaves. Narrow 
is the {phere within which the mind 


can fee at all; and even there it can fee | 


only darkly as through a gla/s. But when 
it fhall be enlarged beyond this dufky 
territory, let loofe from this earthly pri- 
fon, and in God’s light permitted to fee 
light, the moft magnificent and glorious 
{pectacles muft open to the view of the 
purified fpirit. What muft it be to be- 
hold the whole ftupendous fcene of na- 


ture unveiled, and its hidden myfteries 


difclofed !—To trace the wife and juft go- 
vernment of the Almighty, through all 
thofe intricacies which had fo long per- 
plexed us! To behold his hand conduct- 
ing ten thoufand worlds, which are now. 
unknown to us; and throughout all the 
regions of boundlefs fpace, to view wil- 


dom and goodnefs perpetually a@ting, and 


diverfifying its operations in forms of 
endlefs variety! Well may fuch difco- 
yeries.infpire that fong of the bleffed, which 
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waters, and as the voice of mighty thunder- 
ings, faying Alleluia! For the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. Great and marvellous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty! juft 
and true are thy ways, thou King of faints at 
As God is Light, fo alfo it is faid in fcrip- 
ture, 


God is' Love. His prefence muft of 
courfe, diffufe love, among all who are 
permitted to dwell init. He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God. He that dwelleth 
in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him +-. 
Were man a fingle, folitary being, the 
full enjoyment of light might fuffice for 
his happinefs; as aie perfection of know- 
ledge would rectify and improve to the 
higheft all his faculties. But, both here 
and hereafter, he is connected with other 
beings. Heaven implies a fociety; and 
the felicity of that fociety is conftituted 
by the perfection of love and goodnefs, 
flowing from the i ase of the God of 
love. 


@° Rev. xix. 6. 3 xv. 3. + 1 John, iv. 8. 16. 
| Hence 
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Hence follows the entire purification of SERM. 


human nature from all thofe malevolent 
pafiions, which have fo long rendered our 
abode on earth the abode of mifery. We 
greatly deceive ourfelves when we charge 
our chief diftrefles merely to the account 
of our external condition in the world. 
From the difadvantages attending it, I ad- 
mit, that we may often have been expofed 
to fuffer. We may have met with dif- 
appointments in our purfuits. By the 
arrows of misfortune we may have 
been wounded. Under infirmities of 
body, we may have ‘languifhed. But on 
this we may depend, that the worft evils 
of our prefent condition arife from the 
want of goodnefs and love; from the dif- 
orders of felfifh paffions; from the’ irrita- 
tion which thefe occafion when working 
within ourfelves, and the diftrefs which, 
they produce when breaking out upon 
us from others; in a word, from that 
corrupted ftate of temper, and that reci- 
procation of jealoufies, fufpicions, and inju- 
ries, which is ever taking place among 


‘the focieties of men. Could you banith 


diftruft, craft, and uncharitablenefs from 
$2 | the 
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the earth, and form all mankind into an 


wea allembly of the juft and the benevolent ; 


could you infpire every heart with kind 
affeCtions, and render every one friendly 
and generous to his neighbour; you would 
banifh at once the moft afflitive tribe of 
human evils. Seldom would the voice of 
complaint be héard. All nature would 


_ affume a different afpeé&t.. Cheerfulnefs _ 
would be feen in every countenance. Pa- 


radife would return. The  wildernefs 
would {mile ; the defart rejoice and bloffom 
as the rofe—-Now fuch are the effects 
which the prefence of the God of love 
muft produce on the inhabitants above, 
beholding bis glory they are changed into 
the fame image. In that temple of eternal 
love, which his prefence has hallowed: and 
confecrated, no found but the voice of 
harmony is ever heard; no appearances 
ever prefent themfelves but thofe of peace 


and joy. 


Tuus, confidering God under thefe two 
illuftrious characters which are given of 
him in {eripture, as Light and as Love, it 
follows that in his prefence there muft be 


Sulnefs 
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Jilnefi of joy. But 1 am far from faying that oar RM. 
the few imperfe@ hints I have now given Gisaey 


exhauft, or even approach to, the fum of 
thofe pleafures for. evermore which are at 
God's right hand. ‘Ten thoufand plea 
fures are there, which now we have nei- 
ther faculties to comprehend, nor powers 
to enjoy. Behind that myfterious cloud, 
which covers the habitation of eternity, 
the view of mortals cannot penetrate. 


Content with our humble and diftant 


fituation we muft as yet remain. Faith 
can only look to thofe glories from afar. 
In patient filence, it muft wait, truft, and 
adore. 

Suppofing the ideas which I have fet 
before you, in this difcourfe, to be no 
more than the fpeculations of a contem- 
plative mind, fuch as were wont of old 
to be indulged by the philofophers of the 
Platonic fchool, ftill they would deferve 
attention on account of their tendency to 
purify and elevate the mind. But when 
they are confidered in connexion with a 
revelation, which, upon grounds the moft 
unqueftionable we believe to be divine, 


they are entitled to command, not atten- 


tion 
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vil. 


prefent to us fuch high expectations as 


are fufficient to determine every reafon- 


able man to the choice of virtue ; to fup- 


/ port him under all its prefent difcourage- 


ments, and to comfort him in the hour of 
death. Juftly may they excite in our 
hearts, that ardent afpiration of the Pfalm- 
ift: My foul thirfleth for God, for the 
living God; Ob! when fhall I come and ap-— 
pear before him !—But, with this wifh in 
our hearts, never, I befeech you, let us 
forget what was fet forth in the firft part of 
this difcourfe ; that, in order to arrive at 
the prefence of God, the path of life mutt 
previouily be es to us by him, and 
that in this path we. muft perfevere to 
the end. Thefe two things cannot be dif 
joined, a virtuous life and a happy eter- 
nity. Who fball afcend unto the bill of the 
Lord? and who fhall fland in his holy 
place? He only who hath clean hands and 
a pure heart. Between a corrupted heart 
and the God of light and love, there 
never can be any connexion. But of 
this we may reft affured, that the path of 
picty and virtue, purfued with a firm and 

conftant 
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conftant fpirit, will in the end, through smerm. 
the merits of our blefled Redeemer, bring Vite 
us to that prefence, where is fulue/s of 


joy and where are pleafures fox ever- 
MOres, 
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SERMON VIIL 


On Curiosity concerning the AFFAIRS 
of others. 


Joun, xxi. 21, 22. 


Peter feeing him, faith to Fefus, Lord, and 
what fhall this man do? “Fefus faith unto 
kim, If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee? Follow thou me. 


H ESE words occurred in a confer- 

ence which our Lord held with 
Simon Peter, after his refurrection from 
the dead. Confcious of the difgrace which 
he had incurred by his late denial of his 
Mafter, Peter muft at this time have ap- 
peared before him with fhame. Our Lord, 
after a tacit rebuke, implied in the queftion 
which he repeatedly puts to him, Simon, 


jen 
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Jon of Yonas, loveft thou me? reftores him, sERM. 


* 


with great benignity, to his office as an 
apoftle, by giving the commandment to 
feed his feecep; and intimates alfo that it 
fhould be his lot to fuffer death in the 
caufe of his Mafter. The apoftle John, 
diftinguifhed, here by the denomination of 
the difciple whom Fefus loved, being pre- 
fent at this converfation, Peter, who was 
always eager and forward, looking to John, 
puts this queftion to our Saviour, Lord, 
and what fhall this man do? “ What thall 
“* be his employment? what his rank and 
“ ftation inthy kingdom? what his future 
“ fate in life?—By what principle Peter 


was moved to put this unfeafonable and. 
improper queftion to his Mafter; whether 


rofe from mere curiofity, or from fome 
‘emotion of rivalfhip and jealoufy, does 


mot appear; but it is plain that our Lord 


was diflatisfied with the inquiry whick 
he made; and prefently he checks Peter’s 


‘curiofity, by a fevere reply; What ts that 


to thee? ‘* What is it to thee what ¢his 
“ man foall do; what fhall be his rank; ‘or 
66 what the circumftance of his life er his 
“ death? Attend thou to thine own duty. 

eV or. 1V.* L “ Mind 
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breaks the peace of feciety. In this world 


On Curiofity concerning 


« Mind thy proper concerns. Fulfil the 
“ part which I have allotted to thee, Fo/+ 
“low thou me.”’—The inftruction whick 
arifes from-this converfation of our Lord’s 
with Peter, is, That all prying inquiries 
into the ftate, circumftances, or character 
of others, are reprehenfible and improper ; ; 
that to every man a particular charge: is 
affigned by his Lord and Matter, the fulfil- 
mentof which ought to be the primary obje& 
of his attention, without officioufly thrufting © 
himfelf into‘ the concerns of others... ‘The 
illuftration of.,thefe. points fhall make the 
fabjeQ@ of the psiae pee 


“Tuat idle maine, that tinquifitive and 
meddling fpirit which leads men to pr 
into the iva fiare of their neighbours, is me 
prehenfible on three accounts. Itinterrupts 
the good order, and breaks the peace of 
fociety. It brings forward and nourifhes 
feveral bad paffions. It draws men afide 
trom a proper attention to the difcharge of 
their own duty. 


It interrupts, I fay, the order, and 


we 


- the Affairs of others: | 
wé ate linked together by many ties. We 
are bound by duty, and we are prompted 
by intereft, to give mutual affiftance; and 
to perforin friendly offices to each other. 
But thofe friendly.offices are performed 
to moft advantage, when we>avoid to 
interfere unneceflarily in the concerns of 
our neighbour. Every man has his own 
part to act, has his own intereft to confult, 
has affairs of his own to manage, which 
his neighbour has no call to {crutinize. 
Human life then proceeds in its moft na- 
tural and orderly train, when every one 
keeps within the bounds of his proper 
province; when, as long a8 his purfuits 
are fair and lawful, he is allowed, with- 
out difturbance, to condué& them in his 
own way. That ye frudy to be quiet, and 
to do your own bujfinefs*, is the apoftoli- 
eal rule, and indeed the great tule, for 
prefervation of harmony and“order. © But 
fo it is, that, in every aze, a fet of men 
have exifted, who, dtiveds by an unhappy 
activity of fpirit, oftener perhaps than by 
any fettled deliga of ge ill, or any mo- 


* + Theff. iv. 13. 
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meddle where they have no concern, to 


inquire into the private affairs of others, . 


and, from ’the imperfect information which 


they colle, to form™ conclufions *con- - 


‘cerning ‘their circum ftances and character, 


i hefe are they, who, in feripture, are cha- 


racterifed as tatlers, and bufy bodies in other 
nen’ s matters, and from whom we are e called 
to turn away. * ns ae 


Though ‘perfons of this defeription 


fhould be prompted by nothing but vain 
curiofity, they are, neverthelefs, dangerous 


| troublers of the world. While they con- 


ceive themfelves to be inoffenfive, they are 
fowing diffenfion and feuds. €roffing the 


‘confufion, and awaken refentment. 1] 
every man conceives himfelf to be’ in- 
jured, when he finds another intruding into 


‘his affairs, and, without any title, taking 
‘upon him to examine his condu@. Being 


improperly and unneceflarily  difturbed, 
he claims the right of difturbing in his 


turn thofe who wantonly have troubled 
chim. Hence, many a friendfhip has been 
broken; the peace of many a family has 


been: 


ines in which others move, they create 
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been~overthrown 5 _ ait ‘much. bitter. and SERM. 


lafting difcord has been Pappegtied PIRES? 
fociety. 


Wuirte this fpirit of meddling . curio- 
fity injures fo confiderably the peace and 
good order of the world, it alfo nourithes, 
among individuals who. are addigted to 
it, a multitude of bad pafions. dts moft 
frequent fource is mere idlenefs, which, in 
itfelf a vice, never fails to engender many 
vices more. The mind of man cannot be 
long without fome food to nourifh the ac~ 
tivity of its thoughts. The idle, who have 
no nourifhment of this fort within them~ 
felves, feed their, thoughts, with inquiries 
into the condua, of their, neighbours. 
The inquifitive and curious..are always 
talkative... What they learn, or fancy 
themfelves. to have learned, concerning 
others, theylare generally in hafte to’ di- 
vulge.. A tale which the malicious have 
invented,:,and ithe credulous have , pro- 


pagated ; a rumour which, arifing among 


the multitude; and tranfmitted by one. to 
another, has, in every ftep of its progrefs, 
gained freth additions, becomes ia the end 
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of rath and fevere judgment. 

It is often by a fpirit of jealoufy and 
rivalry, that the refearches of fuch perfons 
are prompted. They with to difcover fome- 
thing that will bring down their neigh- 
bour’s chataéter, circumftances, or reputa~ 
tion, to the level of their own; or that will 
flatter them with an opinion BF their own 
fuperiority. A fecret malignity lies at 


the bottom of their inquiries, It may be © 


concealed by an affeéted thew of candour 
and impartiality. It may even be veiled 
with the appearance of a friendly concern 
for the intereft of others, and with af- 


“feted apologies for their failings. But 


the hidden rancour is eafily difcovered.— 
While, therefore, perfons of this defcrip- 


tion trouble the peace of fociety, they at 


the fame time poifon their own minds 
with malignant paflions. Their difpofi- 
tion is entirely the reverfe of that amiable 


fpirit of charity, on which our religion 


lays fo great a ftrefs. Charity covereth 
the multitude of fins; but this prying and 
meddling {pirit feeks to difcover and di- 


yulge them. babi thinketh no evil; but 


this 
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this temper inclines us always to fufpe@ sERM. 
Vill. 


the worft. Charity rejoiceth not in iniquity ; 
this temper triumphs in the difcovery — 
of errors and failings. Charity, like the 
fun, brightens every obje& on which ‘it 
ioe a cenforious difpofition cafts 
every anewitce into the darkeft fhade it 
will bear. 


Ir is to be farther obferved, that all 
impertinent curiofity about the ee of 
others tends greatly to obftruc perfonal 
teformation ; as it draws men’s thoughts 
afide from what ought to be the chief ob- 
jet of attention, the improvement of their 
own heart and life. They who are ‘fo 
officioufly occupied about their neighbours, 
have little leifure, and lefs inclination, to 
obferve their own defe@s, or to mind their 
own duty. From. their. inquifitive re- 
fearches, they find, or imagine they find, 
in the behaviour of others, an apology 
for their own failings: And the favourite 
refult of their inquiries generally is, to reft 


fatisfied with themfelves. They are at . 
leaft as good, they think, as others around » 


them. The condemnation which they 
L4 pals 
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SERM. pals. on the vices of their neighbours, they 


Vil. 


“Gnterpret to be a fentiment of virtue in 
themfelves. They become thofe hypo- 
crites ‘defcribed by our Lord, who fee 


clearly the mote that is in their neighbour's 


eye, while ag di ‘ifeern not gd beam that is in 
their own. 


In oppofition to fuch a charaéter as this, 
the doGrine plainly inculeated by the test 
is, that to-every man. a- particular’ charge 
is Given by his Lord and Matter, a part is 


- affigned ‘him by Providence to act; that ta 


this he ought to bend his chief attention; 
and, inftead of {crutinifing the adden 
bt ate of vothers, ought to think of him- 
felf, and leave them to ftand or fall by 
their’own mafter. . What fhall this man. do 2 
faid Peter. What, replies our Lord; is thaé 
to thee? Follow thou me. 


“ Wuere perfons poffefs any important 
ftation, or diftinguifhed rank, in the world, 
the application of this do@trine to them is 
manifeft, If they have any candour, they 
cannot refufe to acknowledge that God 
and the world have a title to expeét from 

them 
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them a diligent attention to their proper SERM, 
VIII. 


part in life; and that to wafte their time 
in idle inquiries about others, with whom 
they have nothing to do, is reprehenfible 
and finful. But there are multitudes of 


mankind, to whom this appears in a very 


different light. They are humble and pri- 
wate men, who are willing to conceive 
themfelves as of little importance in the 
world. Having no extenfive influence, 
and no call,’ as they think, to diftinguifh 
themfelves' by active exertions in any 
{phere, they imagine that they may inno- 


cently lead an idle life, and indulge their _ 
euriofity, by canvafling at pleafure the 


character and the behaviour of thofe 
around them. With perfons of this’ de- 
fcription every fociety too much abounds. 
—My brethren, no one ought to confider 
himfelf as infignificant in the fight of God. 
In our feveral {tations we are all fent forth 
to be labourers in God’s vineyard. Every 
man has his work allotted, his talent com- 
mitted to him; by the due improvement 
of which he might, in one way or other, 
ferve God, promote virtue, and be ufeful 
* jn the world. Occupy till I come, is the 
12 charge 
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SERM. charge given to all Chriftians witl:out ex~ 


Vill 


ception. To be entirely unemployed and 
idle is the prerogative of no one, in any 
rank of life. 

Even that fex, whofe tafk is not to 
mingle in the labours of public and active © 
bufinefs, have their own part affigned them 
to act. In the) quiet of domeftic thade, 
there are a variety of virtues to be ex- 
ercifed, and of important duties to be dif- 
charged. Much depends on them for the © 
maintenance of private ceconomy and or- 
der, for the education of the young, and 
for the relief and comfort of thofe whofe 


funGions engage them in the toils of the 


world. .Even where no fuch female duties 


occur to be performed, the care of prepa- 


ring for future ufefulnefs, and of attaining 
fuch accomplifhments as procure juft efteem, 
is laudable. In fuch duties and cares, how 
far better is time employed, than in that 
fearch into private concerns,. that circula- 
tion of rumours, thofe difcuffions of the 
condudt, and defcants on the character of 
others, which engrofs converfation fo much, 

and which end, for the moft part, in feverity 
of cenfure ? 


In 
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~ In whatever condition we are placed, to SERM, 


a& always in character fhould be our con- 
ftant rule. He who aéts in charaéter is above 
contempt, though his ftation be low. He 
who aéts out of charaéter is defpicable, 
though his ftation be ever fo high. What 
is that to thee, what this man or that man 
does? “Think of what thou oughteft to 
do thyfelf;. of “what is fuitable to thy 
character ‘and place; of what the world 
has a title to expect from thee. Every 
excurfion of vain curiofity about others, is 
ri fubtraation from that time and thought 
which was due to ourfelves and due to 
God. Having gifts, fays the Apoftle Paul, 
di ifering according to the grace that is given 
us, whether minifiry, let us wait on our mi 
pul niftring ; or he that teacheth, on teaching ; 
or he that exborteth, on exhortation. He.that 
iveth, let him do it with fimplicity ; be that 
ruleth, with diligence ; he that /heweth mercy, 
 qith cheerfuluefs *. 


In the great circle of human affairs 


there is room for every cone to be bufy 


* Rom, xip 6 ~ 9. 
and 


VIII 
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SERM. and well employed in his own province, 
: without encroaching upon that of others, 
It is the province of fuperiors to dire&t ; of 
inferiors, to obey; of the learned, to be 
inftru€tive; of the ignorant, to be docile ; 

of the old, to be communicative; of the 
young, to be advifable and diligent. Art 
thou poor? thew thyfelf a@ive and in- 
duftrious, peaceable and contented. Art - 
thou wealthy? thew thyfelf beneficent 
and charitable, condefcending and hu- 
mane. If thou liveft much in the world, 

it is thy duty to make the light of a good 
example fhine con{picuoufly before others. 

Tf thou liveft private and retired, it is. thy 
bufinefs to improve thine own mind, and 
to add, if thou canft do no more, one 
faithful fubje& to the Meffiah’s kingdom, | 
There is indeed no man fo fequeftered 

. from adtive life, but within his own nar- 
row {phere he may find fome opportuni- 
ties of doing good; of cultivating friend- 
fhip, promoting peace, and ‘difcharging 
many of thefe leffer offices of humanity 
and kindnefs, which are within the reach 

of every one, and which we all owe ta 
one another, [n all the various relations 

ay which 
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which fubfift among us in life, as huf sERM. 
- band and wife, mafter and fervants, pa- _ Vl 
“rents and children, relations; and friends, 
. rulers and fubje&ts, innumerable duties ftand 
.. ready to be performed ; innumerable calls . 
to virtuous ativity prefent themfelves on 
every hand, fufficient to fill up with ad- 
vantage and honour the whole time of 
man. 
~ #3 
- STHERE is, in particular, one great and 
comprehenfive objeG@ of attention, which 
“in the text, is placed in dire& oppofitionto 
that idle curiofity ‘reprehended by our 
Lord ; that is, to follow Chrift. Follow 
_~ thou me. What this man or that man 
- does; how he employs his time; what ufe 
he makes of his talents; how he fucceeds 
in the world; are matters, concerning 
" Swhich the information we receive can never 
be of great i importance to us; often, is of 
noimportanceat all.’ But Hab our Saviour 
‘behaved while he was on earth, or how; in 
our fituation; he would have ‘etiahedl are 
matters of the Bipeett moment to every 
Chriftian. 
“The commandment given in the text, 
tO 
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SERM. to follow him, includes both obfervarice 
VIII. eRe ae 

uw Of his words, and imitation of his exam+ 
ple. ‘The words of Chrift contain, as we 

all know, the ftanding rule of our life: 

His example exhibits the great model on 
which our condu& ought ‘to be formed ;. 

-and it is to this that the precept here deli» 

vered directly reférs.—Exampleshave great 
influence on all. But by all human exam+ 

ples, we are in danger of being occafion= 

ally mifled. . We are ever obliged to be'on 

our guard, left the admiration of. what is 
eftimable, betray us into a refemblance of 

what is blemifhed and faulty: ~-For the 

moft perfe& human charaéters, in ‘the 

midft of their brightnefs- and -beauty, are 
always marked with fome ef thofe -dark 

{pots which ftain the nature of man. 

But our Lord poffeffed all-the virtues of 

the greateft and beft men, without par= 
taking any of their defe@ts. In him, all 

was light without a fhade, and > beauty: 
without a ftain—At the fame time, his 
example is attended with this fingular ad- | 
vantage, of being more accommodated 

than any other to general imitation. It 

was diftinguifhed by no unnatural aufte- 
rities, 
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rities, no affected fingularities; but exhi- SERM. 


bits the plain and fimple tenor of all thofe 
virtues for which we have moft frequent 
occafion in ordinary life. In order to 
render it of more univerfal benefit, out 
Lord fixed his refidence in no particular 
_ place ; he tied himfelf down to no parti- 
cular calling or way of living; but gives 
us the opportunity of viewing his beha- 
viour, in that variety of lights which 
equally and indifferently regard all man- 
kind. His life was divided between the 
retired and the active ftate. Devotion and 
bufinefs equally fhared it. In thedifcharge 
of that high office with which he was 
vefted, we, behold the perfect model of a 
public character; and we behold the molt 
beautiful example of private life, when 


we contemplate him among his difciples, - 


asafather in the midft of his family.— 
By fuch means he has exhibited before us 
Apecimens of every kind of virtue; and to 
all ranks and claffes of men has afforded a. 
pattern after whichthey may copy. Hard- 
ly is there any emergency which can oecur 
in life, but from fome incident in our Sa- 
viour’s conduct, from fome feature dif- 
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played in his character, we aré enabled to 
fay to ourfelves, “ Thus Chrift would have 


* inoken, thus he would have acted, thus 


“he would have fuffered, if he had been 
** circumftanced as we are now.” 
Inftead, therefore, of thinking of thy 
neighbours around thee, and of inquiring 
how they behave} keep Chrift in thine eye, 
and in thy whole condué& follow him, 
Follow him in his fteady and confcientious 
difcharge of duty, amid{t oppofition from 
evil men and a corrupted world. | Follow 
him in his patient fubmiffion to his Fa- 
ther’s will, and the calmhefs of. his fpirit : 


- under all triafs. Follow him in his -acts 


of difinterefted benevolence, in -his com- 
paflion to the unhappy, in” his readinefs te 
oblige, to affift, and to relieve. Imitate the 
mildnefs and gentlenefs:of his manners. 
Imitate the affability and condefcenfion. 
which appeared in his behaviour. Imitate 
the uncorrupted fimplicity and purity which 
diftinguifhed his whole life. 


4 
THESE are much worthier and nobler 


objects of your attention, that any of thofe 


trifling varieties which you can explore 
) and 
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and difeover in the character of thofe sERM. 


among whom you live. By lifting your 
view to fo high a ftandard, you will be 
preferved from ‘defcending. to thofe futile 
and corrupting employments of thought, 
which ‘occupy the idle, the vain, and the 
Malignant.” It is: incredible, how much 
time and ‘attention are thrown away by 
men, in examining the affairs of others, 
and difcuffing their conduct. Were their 


time and attention thrown away only, the © 


evil would, in fome degree, be lefs.. But 
_they are worfe’than thrown away; they 
are tiot merely fruitlefs, but productive of 
much mifchief. Such a habit- of thought 
is connected with a thoufand vices. It is 
the conftant fource of rafh and fevere cen- 
fure. It arifes from envy and jealoufy. 
It foments ill-nature and pride. It pro- 
pagates mifunderftanding and difcord. All 
thofe evils would be prevented, if the 
reproof which our Lord adminifters in the 
text came oftener home, with proper au- 
thority to the refleGtion of men: What is 
that to thee? Each of us have more mate- 


rial andi mportant bufinefs of our own | 


to fulfil. Our tafk is affigned ; our part 
Vot, IV. M , allotted. 


VII. 
ca ; 
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SERM. allotted, Did we fuitably examine how that 

; baa: , part was performed, we fhould be lefs dif 
pofed to bufy ourfelves about the concerns 
of others; We fhould difcover many a 
diforder’ to be correéted at home; many 
a wéed to be pulled out from our own — 
grounds; thuch temaining to be done, m 
erder to render ourfelves. ufeful -in this 
world, and fit fer a wotld to comes= 
Wherefore,. inftead. of being critics om 
others, let us‘employ our criticifm on ours 
felves... Heaving others to be judged by 
Him who fearcheth the heart, let us implore 
his-affiftance for enabling us to act well our 
own part, and to fellow Chrift. 
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SERMON IX. 


‘On our Prefent IcNoRANCE of: the 
Ways of Gop. 





Joun, xiii. 7. 


Fefus anfwered and faid unto him, What I 
do, thou knowef? not now, but thou Jbalt 
know hereafter. 


HESE wofds of our Lotd were oc- 
cafioned by a circumftance in his be- 
haviour which appeared myfterious to. his 
difciples. When about to celebrate his 
laft paflover, he meant to give then an 
inftrutive leflon of condefcenfion and 
humility. The mode which he chofe for 
delivering this inftru€tion, was the emble= 
matical action of wafhing their feet. When 
M2 Simon 
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Simon Peter faw his Mafter addrefling 
himfelf to the performance of fo menial an 
office, he exclaims with the greateft fur- 
prife, Lord, doft. thou wafb my feet? Our 
Lord replies, in the words of the text, 
What I do, thou knoweft not now, but thou 
Joalt know heréafter. “ ‘My behaviour in 
“ this inftance \may feem unaccountable 
* to you at prefent ; but you fhall after- 
** wards receive a fatisfactory explanation 
“ of the intent of that fymbol which I. 
“ now employ.” 

The expreffions of a divine perfon, 
on this occafion, can very naturally and 
properly be applied to various inftances, 
where the condua of Providence, in the 


ao 


 adminiftration’ of human affaires remains 


dark and myfterious to us. hat I do, 


thou knows? not. now. -We muft for a 
while be kept in ignorance of the defigns 


of Heaven. ‘But this ignorance, though 
neceflary af prefent, is not always to 
continue. A time. fhall come when a 
commentary fhall be afforded on all that 
is now obfcure; when the veil of myftery 
fhall be removed;: and full fatisfaction 


be given to every rational mind. Tho 


JSoalt 
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foalt know hereafter. This is the do@rine 
which I purpofe to Abe in the follow- 
ing difcourfe. . 


I, ei ‘Saviour’s words lead us to 
obferve that many things in the condué& 
ef Providence are at prefent myfterious 
and unintelligible. The truth of this ob- 


fervation will not be called in queftion. It. 


is indeed very readily admitted by all; 
and ever fince the beginning of the world 
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Crm neces! 


has been the foundation of many a com- — 


plaint, and of much fcepticifm concern- 
ing the government of Heaven.—That 
human affairs are not left to roll on ac- 
cording to mere chance, and that Provi- 
dence interpofes in them to a certain de- 
gree, is made evident by various tokens 
to every candid mind. But the perplexity 
and trouble of the thoughtful inquirer 
arifes from obferving that Providence ap- 
pears not to purfue any regular or conliftent 
plan. An unaccountable mixture of light 
and darknefs prefents itfelf to us, when 
we attempt to trace the affairs of the 
world up to any wife and righteous admi- 
niftration. We fee juftice and order begun ; 

M 3 7 but 
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but on many occafions they feem to be 
deferted. The ray of light which we had 
traced for a while fuddenly forfakes us; 
and, where we had looked for the conti- 
nuance of order, we meet with cenfufion 
and difappointment.—For ipftance ; when 
we examine the conftitution of the human 
mind, we difcern evident marks of its being 
framed with a view to favour and reward 
virtue. Confcience is endowed with fignal 
authority to check vice. Jt brings home 
uneafinefs and remorfe to the bad; and it 
foothes and fupports the righteous with felf- 
approbation and peace. The ordinary courfe 
of human things is made to coincide in 
fome degree with this conftitution of our 
nature, ‘The worthy and the good are, in 
general, honoured and efteemed. He that 
walketh uprightly is, for the moft part, 
found to walk furely. The chief misfor- 
tunes that befal us in life can be traced to 
fome vices or follies which we have com- 
mitted; and it almoft never happens but 
the fnner's own wickednefs is made, fooner 
or latter, to reprove him, and bis back/lidings 

to correé him. 
All this carries the imprefs of a juft 
Providence, 
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Providence, of a wife and a benevolent SERM, 
IX. 


adminiftration of the univerfe. We can- 





mot avoid perceiving that the Almighty ~~ 


hath ft his throne for judgment, At the 
fame time, whea we purtue our inquiries, 
the Almighty appears to hold back the face 
of his. throne, and to Spread bis cloud upon 
_ 4t*. For in looking abroad into the world, 
how. many fcenes do we behold which are 


far from correfponding with any ideas — 


we could form of the government of Hea- 
wen? Many nations of the earth we fee 
lying ina ftate of barbarity and mifery ; 
dunk in fuch grofs ignorance as de- 
grades them below the rank of rational 
beings; or abandoned to be the prey of 
cruel oppreffion and tyranny. When we 
lopk to the flate of individuals around us, 
we hear the lamentations of the unhappy 
on every hand. We meet with weep- 
ing parents and mourning friends. We 
behold the young cut off in the flower 
of their days, and the aged left defolate 
in the midft of forrows. The ufeful and 
virtuous are {wept away, and the worth- 


* Job, xxvi. 9. 
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lefs left to flourifh. The lives of the | 
beft men are often filled with difcourage- 
ments and difappointed hopes. Merit lan- 
guifhes in neglected folitude; and vanity 

and prefumption gain the admiration of — 
the world, From the feourge of calumny, 
and from the hand. of violence, the in- 
jured look up to God as the Avengerrof 


» their caufe; but often’ they look up in 


vain. He is a God that hideth bim/zlf. 
He dwelleth, as to them, in the fecret 
place of darknefs; or, if he dwelleth in 
light, it is in ight to which no man can ap= 
proach. Refignation may feal up their lips ; 
but in filence they drop the tear and mourn 

while hey adore, 


Sucu, it muft not be diffembled, are the 
difficulties which encounter us’ when we - 
attempt to trace the prefent ways of God. 
At the fame time, upon reflection, we may 
be fatisfied that caufes can be affigned for 
things appearing in this unfavourable light ; 
and that there is no reafon to be furprifed — 
at the divine condua being myfterious at’’ 
prefent. | 

The 
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- The monarchy of the univerfe is a great sERM. _ 
and complicated fyftem. It comprehends _!*_, _ 
numberlefs generations of men, who are 
brought forth to act their parts for pur- 
pofes unknown to us. It includes two 
worlds at once; the world that now is, 
and which is only a fmall portion of 
exiftence ; and a world that is to come, 
which endures for eternity. To us, no 
more than the beginnings of things are 
vifible. We fee only fome broken parts 
of a great whole. We trace but a few 
links of that chain of being, which, 
by fecret connexions, binds together 
the prefent and the future. Such know-— 
ledge is afforded us as is fufficient for 
fupplying the exigencies and wants of 
our prefent ftate;- but it does no more. 
Peeping abroad from a dark corner of the- ' 
univerle,, we attempt in vain to explore 
the counfels that govern the world. It is 
an attempt to found an unfathomable deep 
with a fcanty line; and with a feeble 
wing to afcend above the ftars. In any 
complicated work, even of human art, it 
is found neceflary to be acquainted with 
the defign of the whole, in order to judge 
| 8 of 
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aE RM of the fitnefs of its parts. In a. fcheme 
, fo complex ag the adminiftration of the 
werld, where all, the parts refer to one 
another, and where what is feen is often 
fubordimate to what is invifible, how is it 
pofible but our judgments muft be often’ 
esronecous, and our complaints ill-founded ? 
if a peafant or a cottager be incapable of 
judging of the government of a mighty 
empire, is it furprifiag that we fheuld be at 
2 lefs concerning the conduct of the Al- 
mighty towards his creatures? What I a¢ 

thou hnoweft not now. 





Bur, on this argument ftill more can 
be faid for our fatisfadion. We are to 
obferve that complete information re- 
fpecting the ways of God, not only was 
mot to be expected here; but, moreover, 
that it would have been hurtful, if granted 
#0 us in our prefent ftate. It would 
have proved inconfiftent with that ftate; 
with the a€tions which we have ta perform 
im it, and the duties we have to fulfil. 
it would indeed have overthrown the 
whole defign of our being placed in 
this world. We are placed here uns 

der 
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der the trial of our virtue. Ignorance sERM, 
of the —— that are’ ordained to befal _ 1: 
us, ignorance of the plans and deerees 
of Heaven, enter neceflarily into a ftate 
of trial. In order to exercife both our 
intellectuafand moral powers, and to carry 
them forward to improvement, we muft 
be left to find eur way in the midft of 
difficulties and doubts, of hardfhips and 
fufferings. We muft be taught to aé our 
parts with conftancy, though the reward of 
our conftancy be diftant. We muft learn 
to bear with patience whatever our Creator 
judges proper to lay upon us, though we 
fee not the reafon of the hardfhips he in- 
fits. If we were let into the fecret of the 
whole plan of Providence; if the juftice of 
Heaven were, in every ftep of its proce- 
dure, made manifeft to our view, man 
would no longer be the creature he now 
is, nor would his prefent ftate anfwer any 
purpofe of difcipline or trial. 

Myftery and darknefs, therefore, muft 
of neceflity now take place in the courfe 
of things. Our prefent ftate can be no 
other than a ftate of twilight or dawn, 

where 
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SERM. where dubious forms. thall often prefent. ' 

PR: themfelves to tus, and where we fhall find: 
ourfelves in a middle condition between 
complete light and total darknefs. Had 
we enjoyed no evidence of a juft Judge © 
ruling the earth, and of his Providence 
interpofing in our affairs, virtue would 
have been altogether deprived of its en- 
couragement and fupport. Had the evi- 
dence, on the other hand, been fo ftrong 
as to place the hand of the Almighty con- 
{tantly before our eyes, the intention of our 
prefent exiftence would have been defeated, 
and no trial of virtue have remained. In- 
ftead, therefore, of complaining of the 
obf{curity which at prefent covers the con- 
duct of Providence, we fee that, on the 
whole, we have reafon to fubmit and adgted ; 


é Il. Tue text fuggefts that, though what 
God is doing, or what he intends. to do, 
we know not now, yet there is ground to. 
believe, that at fome. future period we 
fhall receive information. What I do, thou 
knoweft not now, but thou foalt know here~ 
after.. ‘The gueftion here arifes, what that, 

bereafter 
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hereafter is to which we are to look for the SERM. 
IX. 


folution of our prefent doubts ? 


In the firft place, hereafter may, On - 


fome occafions, refer to the fubfequent 
courfe of events in this world. It often 
happens that .the confequences of things 
throw light on the defigns of God. The 
-hiftory of Providence, in proportion as it 
advances, difembroils itfelf.. "Though our 
prefent condition forbids extenfive and 
complete - information, ‘yet as much is 
fometimes allowed to appear as gives us 
favourable openings into the righteous and 
benevolent counfels of Heaven.—Thus, in 
the public affairs of the world it has been 
frequently feen, that from the moft un- 
“promifing caufes important and benefi- 
cent effets have, in the fequel, arifen. 
In our own country, at one. period, the 
violent paffions of a prince gave beginning 
to the Reformation. At another period, 
arbitrary attempts againft religion and 
liberty occafioned that happy Revolution 
which has formed the zra of national 


profperity. In many inftances, the wrath 


of man has been made to praife God, ‘Thofe 


wars 


a) 


pi 


i754 
SERM. 
LX. 


eae) 


On our prefent Ignorance 
wars and comfmétions that fhake the md- 
ral world have anfwered fitnilar purpofes 
with tempefts in the natural world, of 
purging thé air from noxious vapours, and 
reftoring it to a terhpéfatute more found 
aiid wholefomé. Frorh the midft of con+ 
fufion, ordét has been made to fptiig; and 
from temporary: mifchiéf, lafting advan- 
tages to arife++-In all ¢afes of this naa 
tite, with which facred and civil hiftory 
abounds, fécret defighs of Heaven were 
going on, which were unfolded in the end. 
The wheel was always in motion. The 
hand Of the clock was advancing with 
unpefceived progrefs, till the mothent catié 

of its ftriking the appointed hotir. 
In like manner, with refpec to indi- 
viduals, there is often a beréafier in the 


- courfe of their lives, which difclofés and 


juftifies the ways of God. Not to mention 


the good effects which misfortunes até 


found to produce on the minds of men, 
by checking their vicés and correcting 
their etrors, innumerable exettiplifications 
can be given, of misfortunes paving theit 
way to future advancement in the world. 
We are always querulous and impatient 

when 
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when defigns fucceed not ‘according to SERM: : 
our With, Ignorant of what fatutity isto er 


bring forward, occupied with nothing but 
the prefent, we exclaim, Where is God? 


Where the feeptre of righteoufnefs ? Hark. 


be forgotich to be gracious? or doth he in+ 
deéd fee, and is theré knowledge in the 


Mott high? God /eeth not as man feet : 2 


‘He Jooketh not merely to What you fuf- 
fer, but to What the effe& of thele Tuk 
farting is t6 be. Confider dply in how 


different a light the patriatch Jofeph would. 


view the events of his life after he had 
feen in what they had terminated, from 
the light in which he faw them, when led 


away by the Ifhmaéelites as a flave, or when 


thrown by Potiphar into the Egyptian 
prifon. We murmur apaintt Providence, 
juft as the impetuous ‘youth frets againft 
his inftru€tors and tutors, who are keep- 
ing him under a ftri@t, and, as he thinks, 
a needlefs, difcipline. He khows’ not 
that, by their inftru€tion and difcipline, 
they are laying the foundation of his fu= 
fure fortunes; of the wealth which he ‘is 
to acquire, and of the advancement to 
which he is to rife in the world.. What 

* 2 may 
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. may juftly be faid to him by his tutors 


and inftruGtors, is equally applicable to us 


all under our prefent ftate of education ; 


What I do, thou knoweft not now, but thou. 

Jealt know hereafter-——Regarding, then, 
the unknown iffue of all worldly events in 
this life, let us never defpair ; let us never 
think difhonourably of the government of 
God ; but have patience till his providence 
accomplifh its defigns in its own way, and 
at its own time. dlthough thou fayeft thou 
foalt not fee him, yet. si ae tes is before emis i 
‘tnenesere truft thou in bim* 


In the fecond place, ‘The expreffion of 
hereafier in the text muft be underftood 
to refer, in its full extent, not to future 
events in this life, but to a fubfequent 
ftate of being. For this life is no more 
than the beginning of the mighty and 
extenfive plans of Providence. The feeds 


-are only now fown, of what is to ripen 


and come forth, at the harveft of the 
world, when the revolution of the great 
moral year fhall be finifhed, and the go- 


@ Job, Aunts 14. 


vernment 
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vetnment of God fhall obtain its full com- SERM. 
pletion. It is the chief {cope of religion to , as 


dire& our view to this period; and it 
hath often taught us that the knowledge 
of the ways of God, then enjoyed by the 


bleffed, fhall conftitute a chief article of ° 


their felicity. Now we fee through a 
glafs darkly; but then face to face. Now 
we know in part; but then we fhall know 
even as we.are known. When that which 
is perfec is come, then that which is in part 
Shall be done away. In God's light we fball 
fee light®. The reafons that required ob- 
{curity to remain for a while on the ways 
of God no longer fubfift. The education 
of good men is completed; and the inten- 
tion of thofe fteps of education, which 
once they could not comprehend, now be- 
comes apparent.— Why this man was pre-~ 
maturely carried away from the world in 
the beginning of a promifing courfe; why 


that deferving family were left overwhelm- * 


ed with grief and defpair, by the lofs 
of one who was their fole benefactor and 
fupport; why friendthips cemented by 


* 1 Cor. xiii, 10,12. Pfalm xxxvi. g. 
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SERM. tender ties were fuddenly torn afunder’ 
cigs by death; thefe are inquiries to which 


we can now make no reply; and which 
throw a dark gloom over the condudt of 


the Almighty. But the fpirits of the juft 


above, who-are admitted to a larger view 
of the ways of God, fee the reafons of 
fuch counfels. _"Fhey fee that one man 
was feafonably ‘taken away from dangers 
and evils to come, which, unknown to: 


him, were hovering over his head. They 


fee that Providence was in fecret prepar~ 
ing unexpected’ bleflings for the family 
who appeared to be left difeonfolate and 
hopelefs.. "Fhey fee that it was time for 
friendfhips to be diffolved, ‘when their 
longer continuance would to’ feme of the 
parties have proved’a fnare. Where we 


‘behold: nothing but the rod: of power. 


ftretched forth, they difcern an oo 
tion of the hand'of mercy. 

Let’ us wait ‘till this promifed bereafier 
arrive, and we fhall in like manner be fa- 
tisfied concerning the events that now 
difturb and perplex us. We {hall then. 


. know why fo much darknefs and mifery 


have been fo long permitted to. remain -on 


‘the 


- 
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the earth, and fo much oppreflion and sERM. 


tyranny to prevail among the nations. 
We fhall fee rifing as from the afhes 
of the old world, a new and beautiful 
ftruture; zew heavens and a new earth, 


[X. 
ee ed 


wherein dwelleth righteoufnef. As wide 


as is the difference between the appearance 
of the world, when it lay in its primitive 
chaos, without form and void, and the ap- 
pearance it has now aflumed, when re- 
fplendent with the light of the fun, and 
decked with the beauties of nature; fuch 
is the difference between the divine plans 
in their beginnings, and in their full 
completion. At the conclufion, and not 
till then, the glory of the Lord fthall be- 
come manifeft to all; and, as it is defcribed 
in the book of the Revelation, a voice 
fhall be heard from every creature which 
is in heaven and on the earth, and un- 
der the earth, faying, Blefing and honour, 
and power, and glory be to him that fit- 
teth on the throne. Great and marvellous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty: 
juft and true are thy ways, thou King of 
Jaints™. 


* Rev. v. 13.—Xv. 3. 
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APPLICATION of the doétrines that 
have been illuftrated may be made to two 
claffes of men. 

Firft, To {ceptics ; who,. from the pre- 
fent myfterious conduc of Providence, 
haftily draw the conclufion, that no go- 
vernment is exercifed over human affairs, 
but that all things are fuffered indifcri- 


-minately to come alike to. all men.—l 
have fhewn that, from the inadequate 


views which we are at prefent able to 
take of the general fyftem, fuch myfte- 
rious appearances of Providence muft be 
expected to take place. Not only fo,. but 
{ have alfo fhewn it to be fit and necef- 
fary that this mixture of obfcurity fhould 
now remain; as a full difplay of regular 
juftice and order would be inconfiftent 
with the moral improvement of men: in 
this life—Let me defire the {ceptic to look 
to the ftate of the natural world. When 
he thinks of the order and. magnificence 
that prevail in it, he will, perhaps, be un- 
willing to pronounce it the mere produc- 
tion of chance, He cannot but recog-_ 
nife the hand of intelligence, and acknow- 
ledge it to have proceeded from a defign~ 


ing 
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ing, Caufe. I afk him, Whether in the SERM. 


natural world be difcerns not as many 
myfterious and puzzling appearances as 
are to be found in the moral world? 
Are not deftructive ftorms, burning 
mountains, uninhabitable deferts, as dif- 
ficult to be reconciled to his pre-con- 
ceived ideas of fupreme wifdom and 
goodnefs in the Creator, as the fufferings 
and afflictions which in the courfe of Pro- 
vidence befall the juft? The natural and 
moral world are, in this refpe&, counter- 
parts to one another. Both are marked 
with the fame characters, and carry the 


imprefs of the fame powerful and gracious 


hand. In both, it is evidently the inten- 
tion of the firft Author not to render every 
thing level to our capacity; but in the 
midft of high defign and order, to al- 


low certain objets to appear, which con- 
tradiét the ideas we had formed, and 


mock our vain refearches. Now, if we 
are obliged to admit that the order 
and beauty of the natural worla fuffi- 
ciently prove it to be the work of “a 
wife Creator, notwithftanding the teeming 


IX. 
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deformities which it exhibits; are we ~ 
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not led by the fame train of reafoning to 
conclude, that the moral world is under 
the direction of a wife Governor, though 
much of what he now does we cannot fa- 
tisfactorily explain, | 


Secondly, Tun dogtrine of the text is 
to be applied not only for filencing {cep- 


tics, but for comforting the pious. Never 


let them be dejected by the darknefs 
which now coyers the ways of the Al- 
mighty. If he withdraw himfelf from 
their view, it is not becaufe he negleas 
them; but becaufe they are incapable of 
comprehending his defigns; becaufe it 
were not for their good that all his de- 


“figns were revealed to them.—lInftead of 


perplexing themfelves about what is ob- 
{cure, let them reft on the clear and au- 
thentic difcoveries that have been given of 
the divine goodnefs. Let them reft on 
thofe great and fignal facts that prove it; 
particularly on that illuftrious fact, the re- 
demption of the world by Jefus Chrift, 
He that /pared not bis own Son, but gave 
him up for us all, will afluredly not always 
conceal himfelf from thofe who ferve him. 

Though 
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~Though what he does they know not now, SERM. 


the time approaches when ¢hey /hall know 
hereafter. “Till that time come, let them 
believe and truft; let them hope. and 
adore. From this conclufion let them 
never depart, that to fear God aud keep his 
sommandments is in every fituation the 
trueft wifdom; that if there be governs 
ment in the univerfe at all, the virtuous 
and the worthy are loved and protected 
by Heaven; that in due feafon they fhall 
reap if they faint not; for the care of them 
és with the Lord, and their reward with 


the Moft High, 


l 
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While they promife them liberty, they them- 
Selves are the fervants of corruption; for 
of whom aman is overcome, of the fame 


_ as be brought in bondage. 


BeNPAS E and fubjection are difa- 

greeable founds to the ear, difagree- 
able ideas to the mind. The advo- 
cates of vice, taking advantage of thofe 
natural impreflions, have in every age 
employed them for difcrediting religion. 
They reprefent it as the bondage and con- 
finement of the free-born foul of man ; 
asa ftate of perpetual conftraint, formed 


by 
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by a fyftem of fevere rules, which defign- 
ing men have contrived to impofe as fet- 
ters on the multitude. On the other hand, 
they paint a licentious courfe to them- 
felves, and hold it out to the world as 
the gay and pleafurable enjoyment of life ; 
where, having furmounted the prejudices 


of education, and the timorous fcruples of 


confcience, men can think and a@ at plea- 


fure, and give full {cope to every with of 


the heart.—But what if thofe pretended 
fons of freedom be themfelves held in 
miferable fubjection, and their boafts of 
liberty be no more than the /welling words 
of vanity? The Apoftle aflerts in the text 
that, while they promife liberty to others, 
ihey are the fervants, or flaves, of corrup- 
tion, overcome and brought into bondage by 
it. This affertion of the Apoftle I purpofe 
to illuftrate. I fhall endeavour to make it 
appear, that no true liberty can arife from 
vice; that bad men undergo the wortt fer- 
vitude ; and that no one is free, but he who 
is virtuous and good. 


8s | 
SERM. 


Ir is neceflary to begin with removing — 
falfe ideas of liberty, and fhewing in what | 


It 
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§ERM: it truly confifts. We are not to imagine 
wees that to be free imports our being fet loofe 
from reftraint or rule of every kind.. No 
man, in any condition of life, is at liberty 
toiact always as he pleafes, and to gratify 
every with he forms, The nature of the 
human ftate neceflarily impofes on all men 
various reftraints. The laws of fociety 
allow no one to indulge himfelf in purfuits 
or pleafures that are injurious to his neigh- 
bour. Even our own. nature limits our 
pleafures within certain bounds. All our 
defires cannot be gratified together. They 
frequently interfere, and require him who 
would indulge one favourite paffion, to 
deny himfelf in another. Diftin@ions, 
therefore, muft be made, preferences be 
given, and fome general regulation of con- 
dud be obferved, by every one who con- 
fults his own welfare. If there be any 
regulation which enfures us of  fafety 
and happinefs, to be difengaged from the 
obfervance of that regulation is no article 
of liberty; at leaft of fuch liberty as a 
wife man would wifh to enjoy. It is in 
effect to be turned loofe to our own ruin, 
Jt is fuch liberty as a blind man enjoys, 
of 
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ef wandering at random, and firiking 
into every devious path, without a guide 


to dire& his fteps, and fave him from 


deftruation. 

That unbounded licentioufnefs, there. 
fore, which finners prefer to every regu- 
lation of condua, is altogether different 
from true freedom. It is in moral beha- 
wiour the fame as anarchy is. in a fkate, 
where law and order are exting&., An- 
archy, furely, is no lefs incompatible with 
true liberty than abfolute defpotifm; and 
of the two it is hard to fay which is the 
leaft eligible, or the moft miferable ftate. 
Liberty by no means fuppofes the abfence 
of all government. It only fuppofes that 
the government under which we are placed 
is wife; and that the reftraints to which we 
voluntarily fubmit ourfelves have been: con- 
trived for the general intereft, 

To be free, therefore, imports, in ge- 
neral, our being placed in fuch circum- 
ftances, that, within the bounds of juftice 
and good order, we can act according to. 
our own deliberate choice, and take fuch 
meafures for our condué as we have reafon 


to believe are conducive to our welfare ;, 


without 
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without being obftructed either by ex- 
ternal force, or by violent internal impulfe. 
This is that happy and dignified ftate 
which every wife man earneftly wifhes to 
enjoy. The advantages which refult from it 
are chiefly thefe three: freedom of choice ; 
independence of mind; boldnefs and 4e- 
curity. In oppofition to thefe diftin- 
guifhing characters of liberty, I now pro- 
ceed to fhew that, in the firft place, vice 
deprives bad men of free choice in their 
aGions; that, in the fecond place, it 
brings) them under a flavith dependence 
on external circumftances; and that, in 
the third place, it reduces them to that 
abject, cowardly, and difquieted  ftate 


which is eflentially charaGeriftic of bond- 


age. 


I, Vicz is inconfiftent with liberty, as it 
deprives finners of the power of free choice, 
by bringing them under the dominion of 
paflions and habits. Religion and virtue 
addrefs themfelves to reafon. They call 
us to look round on every fide; to think 
well of the confequences of our actions; 
and, betore we take any ftep of importance, 

to 
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to compare the good with the evil that SERM. 
may enfue from it. He therefore, who fol- Cops 


lows their diftates, acts the part of a man 
who freely confults, and choofes, for his 
own intereft. But vice can make no preten- 
fions of this kind. It awaits not the teft of 
deliberate comparifon and choice ; but over- 
powers us at once by fome ftriking impre{~ 
fion of prefent advantage or enjoyment. 
It hurries us with the violence of paffion; 
captivates. us by the allurements of plea- 
fure; or dazzles us by the glare of riches. 
The finner yields to the impulfe, merely 
becaufe he cannot refift it. Reafon remon- 
ftrates; confcience endeavours’to check 
him; but allin vain. Having once allowed 
fome ftrong pajflion to gain the afcendant, 
he has thrown himfelf into the middle 
of a torrent, againft which he may fome- 
times faintly ftruggle, but the impetuofity 
of the ftream bears him along. In this 
fituation he is fo far from being free, that 


he is not mafter of himfelf. He does not ° 


go, but is driven; toffed, agitated, and im- 
pelled; paffive, like a hip, to the violence 

of the waves. 
‘After paffion has for a while exercifed 
12 its, 
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SERM. its tyrannical fway, its vehemence may by 
onal degrees fubfide. But when, by long 
indulgence, it has eftablifhed habits of 
gratification, the finner’s bondage becomes 
then more confirmed, and more miferable: 
For during the heat of purfuit he is little 
eapable of reflection. But when his ar- 
dout is abated, ‘and neverthelefs, a vitious 
habit rooted, he has full leifure to per- 
ceive the heavy yoke he has brought upon 
himfelf. How many flaves do we fee in 
the world to intemperance, and all kinds 
of criminal pleafure, merely through the 
influence of cuftoms which they had al« 
lowed to become fo inveterate that it was 
not in their power to alter them? Are 
they not often reduced to a condition fo 
wretched, that when their licentious plea- 
fures have become utterly infipid, they 
are ftill forced to continue them, folely 
becaufe they cannot refrain; not becaufe 
the indulgence gives them pleafure, but 
becaufe abftinence would give them pain ; 
and this too, even when they are obliged 
at’ laft te condemn their habits of life, 
as injuring their fortune, impairing theit 
conftitution, or difgracing their charac- 
6 ter? 
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ter? Vice is not of fuch a nature that we SERM. 
ean fay to it, Aitherto fhalt thou come and ae 
no farther.’ Waving once entered into ‘its 
territories, it is not in our power to make 
a retreat when we pleafe. He that com- 
mitteth fin is the fervant of fin. No man 
whovhas once yielded up the government 
of his mind, and given loofe rein’ ‘to his 
defires and ‘paffions, can tell how far thefe 
may carry him.’ He may be brought into 
-— fuch’a defperate ftate, that nothing fhall 

temain for him’ but to look back with 
regret upon the forfaken path of inno- 

‘ eence’and liberty ; and, feverely confcious. 
of the thraldom he fuffers, to groan: under 
fetters which he defpairs of throwing off. 
€an the Ethiopian change his fkin, or the 
keopard his foots? Then may ye alfo do good 
avho are accuftomed to do evil*. 

’ Wie confirms its dominion, and extends: 
it ftill farther over the foul, by compel- 
ling the finner to fupport one crime by 
means of another. Not only is he en- 
flaved to thofe vices which take their rife 
from his own inclination, but they render 
atyutiy iol ® Jeremiah,: xiii. 23.° 


($970 others: 
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SERM. others neceflary, to which, againft his 
*- inclination, he muft fubmit; and thereby 
ftrengthen the commanding power of ini~ 
quity within him. The immoderate love 
of pleafure, for inftance, leads him into 
expence beyond his fortune.» In order to 
fupport that expence, he is obliged to 
have recourfe to low and difhonourable 
methods of gain, which originally he de- 
fpifed. To cover thefe, he is forced upon 
arts of diflimulation and fraud. One in- 
ftance of fraud obliges him to fupport it 
by another; till, in the end, there arifes 
a character of complicated vice; of lux- 
ury fhooting forth into bafenefs, difho- 
nefty, injuftice, and perhaps cruelty. It 
is thus that one favourite paffion brings 
ina tribe of auxiliaries to: complete the 
dominion of fin. Among all our corrupt 
paffions there is a ftrong and intimate 
connexion. When any one of them is 
adopted into our family, it never quits us 
until it has fathered upon us all its kin- 
dred.———By fuch means as thefe, by the 
violence of paflions, by the power of ha- 
bits, and by the connexion of one vice 
with another, fin eftablifhes that fervitude 
over 
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over the will, which deprives bad men of — 


all ace) of free choice i in their a@ions. 


Be iF Tie flavery Hfoducea By vice ap- 
pears in the dependence under which it 
brings the finner to circumftances of exter- 
nal fortune. One of the favourite charac- 
ters of liberty is, the independence it be- 
ftows. “He whois truly a free man is above 
all fervile compliances, and abje& fubjec- 
tion. He is able to ref{t upon himfelf; and 


while he regards his fuperiors with proper 


deference, neither debafes himfelf ‘by crin- 
‘ging to them, nor is tempted to purchafe 
theit favour by difhonourable means. 
But the finner has, forfeited every privi- 
lege of this nature. His paffions and 
habits rendér him an abfolute dependant 
on the world, and the world’e favour; on 
the uncertain goods of fortune, and the 
fickle humours of men. For it is by 
thefe he fubfifts, and among thefe his 
happinefs is fought; according as his paf- 
fions ‘détermine him to purfue pleafures, 
riches, or preferments. Having no fund 
within himfelf whence to draw enjoy- 
ment, his only refource is in things with- 

Vot. IV. O out. 
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out.. His hopes and fears all hang upon 
the world. He partakes in. all its. vicifl- 
tudes ; and is moved and fhaken by every 
wind of fortune. This is to be in the ftrict- 
eft fenfe a flave to the world. ..» ., 
Religion and virtue,. on the other 
hand, confer on the mind principles of 
noble independence. The upright man is 
fatisfied from bimfelf. He defpifes not the 
advantages of fortune; but he centers 
not his happinefs in them. With a mo- 


.derate fhare of them he can be contented; 


and contentment is felicity. . Happy in 
his own integrity, confcious of the efteem , 


. .of good men, repofing firm truft in the 


providence, and the promifes of God, he 


“is exempted from fervile dependence on 


other things. He can wrap himfelf up 
in a good confcience, and look forward, 
without terror, to the change of the world. 
Let all things fhift around him as they 
pleafe, he believes that, by the divine 
ordination, they fhall be made ¢o work 
together in the iflue for bis good: And 
therefore, having much to hope from 
God, and little to fear from the world, 
he can be eafy in every ftate.. One who 

| pofleifes 
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poffeffes within himfelf fuch an eftablifh- sERM. 


ment of mind, is truly free—But ‘hall 
I call that man free, who has nothing that 
is his own, nor property aflured; whofe 
very heart is not his own, but rendered 
the appendage of external things, and the 
{port of fortune? Is that man free, let 
his outward condition be ever fo fplendid, 
whom ‘his imperious paffions detain at 
their call, whom they fend forth at their 
pleafure to drudge and toil, and to beg 
his only enjoyment from the cafualties of 
the world? Is he free, who muft flatter 
cand lie to compafs his ends;. who mutt 
bear with this man’s caprice, and that 
man’s fcorn ; muft profefs friendfhip where 
he hates, and refpect where he contemns; 
who is not at liberty to appear in his’own 
_colours, nor to fpeak his own fentiments; 
who dares not be honeft, left he fhould 
be poor? Believe it, no chains bind 
fo-hard, no fetters are fo heavy, as thofe 
which faften the corrupted heart to this 
treacherous world; no dependence is 
more contemptible than that under which 
the voluptuous, the covetous, or the am- 
hitious man lies to the means of pleafure, 
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gain, or power, Yet this is the boafted 
liberty, which vice promifes as the recom- 
pence of fetting us free from the falutary 
reftraints of virtue. 


IIE. ANOTHER character of the flavery 
of vice is, that mean, cowardly, and dif- 
quieted {tate to which it reduces the finner. 
Boldnefs and magnanimity have ever beer 


accounted the native effects of liberty. 
He who enjoys it, having nothing to ap- 


prehend from opprefflive power, performs 
the offices, and enjoys the comforts of 
life, with a manly and undifturbed mind. 
Fence his behaviour 1s dignified, and: his. 
fentiments are honourable; while he who 
is accuflomed to bend’ under fervile fubjec- 
tion, has always been found mean-{pirited, 
timorous, and bafe.—Compare, in. thefe 
refpeQs, the virtuous and the vicious man, 
and you will eafily fee to which of them. 
the characteriflics of freedom moft juftly 
belong. The man of virtue, relying on 
a good confeience and the: proteétion of 
Heaven, acts with firmnefs and courage ;, 
and, in the dilcharge of his duty, fears. 
not the face of man. The man of vice, 

2 conf{cious 


On the Slavery of Vice. 


197 


confcious of his low and corrupt aims, SERM. 
2 8 4 s ° me 
' fhrinks before the ftedfaft and piercing , , 


eye of integrity; is ever looking around 
him with anxious and fearful circumfpec- 
tion, and thinking of fubterfuges, by 
which he may efcape from danger. The 
one is bold as a lion; the other fketh when 
no man purfueth. ‘To the one nothing 
appears contemptible, by which he can 
procure any prefent advantage. The other 
looks with difdain on whatever would 


degrade his character. ‘* I will not, fays 


he, “ fo demean myfelf as to catch the 
“ favour of the greateft man, by this or 
“ that low art. It fhall not be faid or 
“ thought of me, that I did what was bafe 
“in ordér to make my fortune. Let 
“ others ftoop fo low, who cannot be 
“ without the favours of the world. But I 
“ can want them, and therefore at fuch a 
_ © price I will not purchafe them.” This 
is the voice of true liberty; and fpeaks 
that greatnefs of mind which it is formed 
to infpire. | 
' Correfponding to that abject difpofition 
which characterifés a bad man, are the 
fears that haunt him. The terrors of a 
03 __flave 
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flave dwell on his mind, and often appear 
in his behaviour. For guilt is never free 
from fufpicion and alarm. The finner 
is afraid, fometimes, of the partners of his 
crimes left they betray him; fometimes, 
of thofe who have fuffered by his crimes, 
left they revenge themfelves; frequently, 
of the world around him, left it detect 
him; and, what is worft of all, he is re- 
duced to be afraid of himfelf.. There is 
a witnefs within him that teftifies againft 
his mifdeeds; and threatens him in fe- 
cret, when other alarms leave him. Con- 
{cience holds up to his view the image of 
his paft crimes, with this infcription en- 
graved upon it, “ God will bring every 
“* qvork into judgment.” Wow oppofite is 
fuch a flate as this to the peaceful fecu- 
rity arifing from the liberty enjoyed by 
the virtuous? Were there nothing » 
more in the circumftances of finners to 
afiix upon them the marks of fervitude, 
this alone would be fufficient, that, as the 
{cripture exprefles it, through fear of death 
they are all their lifetime fubject to bondage *, 





* Heb. ii, ng. 


Death 
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Death fets all other captives free. The 
_ flave who digs in the mine, or Jabours 
at the oar, can: rejoice at the profpect of 
laying down. his« burthen together’ with 
his life; and taftes the hope of being at 
laft on equal terms with his cruel op- 
preffor. But to the flave of guilt there 
arifes no hope from death. » On the con- 
trary, he’ is obliged to look forward with 
conftant terror to this moft certain of all 
events, as the conclufion of all his hopes 
and the commencement of his greateft 
miferies. 


I HAve thus fet before you slick clear 
and unequivocal marks of the fervitude 
undergone by finners, as fully verify the 
affertion in the text, that a ftate of vice 
and corruption isa ftate of bondage. In 
order to perceive how fevere a bondage 
it is, let us attend to fome peculiar cir- 
cumftances of aggravation which belong 
to it. | 
- Firft, It is a bondage to which the mind 
itfelf, the native feat of liberty, is fub- 
jected. In other cafes, a brave man can 
comfort himfelf with refleGting that, let 

O4 tyrants 
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SERM. tyrants do their worft, let prifons or fet- 
wH—~_ ters be his lot, his mind’ remains uncon- 


quered and free, . OF this liberty they: 
cannot rob him; here he movesin a higher 
fphere, above the reach of oppreffion or 
confinement. But what avails the fhow 
of external liberty, to one who has loft 
the government of himfelf? As our Sa- 
viour reafons in another cafe, Jf the light 
that is in. thee be darknefs, how great.is that 
darknefs 2 So we may reafon here, if that 
part of thy nature, thy mind, thy will, 
by which only thou canft enjoy and. relith 
liberty, be itfelf in bondage to evil paf- 
fions and habits, how miferable. muft be 
that bondage? 

Next, it is aggravated by this confider- 
ation, that. it is a bondage which we have 
brought upon ourfelves. To have been 
forced into flavery, is. misfortune and. mi- 
fery. But to have renounced our liberty, 
and, chofen to. be flaves, is the greateft re- 
proach added to the greateft mifery. Mo. 
ments there frequently muft be, when a 
finner is fenfible of the degradation of 
his flate; when. he feels. with pain the 
flavifh dependence under which he ig 

brought 
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brought to fortune and the world, to vio- 
lent paffions and fettled habits, and to fears 
and. apprehenfions arifing from confcious 
guilt, In fuch moments, how cruel is the 
refleGtion, that of all this difgrace and 
mifery he has been the author to himfelf; 
that by voluntary compliance, he has 
given to his paffions that haughty afcend- 
ant which they now exercife over him; 
has forged the chains with which he 
is bound, and fold himfelf to do ini- 
quity ? 

Laftly, The fervitude of vice is accom- 
panied with this farther aggravation, that 
it is fubje€tion to our own fervants. Thofe 
defires and paffions, which the finner has 
raifed to lawlefs rule, were given us as 
inftruments of felf-prefervation; but were 
plainly defigned to be under the direion 
of a higher power. Of themfelves, they 
are headftrong and blind; they bear all 
the marks of intended fubordination ; and 
confcience is invefted with every en- 
fien of authority and fupremacy. But 
fin. inverts the whole frame of human 
nature. It compels, reafon to bow down. 

before 
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SER Me before thofe paflions which it was formed 
waa tocommand; and leads it, as it'were, in 
triumph, to grace the fhameful conqueft 
of its minifters and fervants.. It has been 
always obferved that none are fo infolent 
in power as they who have ufurped an 
authority to which they had no right; 
and fo it is found to hold in this inftanee. 
The defires and paffions of a vicious man 
having once obtained an unlimited fway, 
trample him under. their feet. They - 
make him feel that he is fubjeét to divers, 
-and contradiGory as well as imperious 
mafters, who often pull him different 
ways. His foul is rendered: the recep- 
tacle of many repugnant and jarring 
difpofitions ; and refembles fome barba- 
rous country, cantoned out into different 
principalities, who are continually waging 
war on one another——Such is the ftate 
into which finners have brought them- 
felves in order to be free from the fup- 
pofed confinement of virtue. Where they 
had promifed themfelves nothing but eafe 
and pleafure, they are made to experience 
re{traints more fevere, and mortifications 
more 
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more painful, thanany which they would sERM. 


have undergone under the a of 
religion. 

It will perhaps be contended by fome, 
that although the reprefentation which 
has now heen given of the flavery of fin 
holds true in certain inftances, yet that 
it is applicable only to thofe who come 
under the defcription of atrocious finners. 
They imagine that a certain moderate 
courfe may be held in vice, by means of 
which, men, without throwing altogether 
afide the reftraints of reafon, may’ enjoy 
an eafy and pleafurable life. By rea- 
foning thus, my friends, you flatter and 
deceive yourfelves to your own deftruc- 
tion. Be affured, that by every vicious 





indulgence you are making an approach ~ 


to a ftate of complete flavery; you are 
forfeiting a certain fhare of your liberty ; 
how foon the whole of it may be for- 
feited, you are not aware. It is true that 
all which has now been faid of thé fervi- 
tude of fin, applies only to a character 
_ ‘corrupted inthe extreme. But, remember 
that to this extreme no man ever arrives 
at once. “He paffes through many of 

i \ thofe 
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‘thofe intermediate flages, in one of which 
you are now perhaps found. Vice always 
creeps by degrees; and infenfibly twines 
around us thofe concealed fetters by which 
we are at laft completely bound.—As you 
value therefore your liberty and your hap- 
pinefs, avoid every approach to evil. Con- 

fider all vicious pleafures as enchanted 
ground, by entering on which, you will 
be farther and farther enfnared within the 
magic circle, till at length you are precluded 
from all retreat. The moft pure and vir- 
tuous man: is always the freeft. The reli- 
gion of Chrift is juftly entitled the per/ed 
law of liberty*. It is only when the Son 
makes us free, that. we are free indeed : and it 
was with reafon the Pfalmift faid, J wl/ 
walk at liberty, for I feck thy precepts T. 


* James, i, 25. + Pfalmcxix. 45. 
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PsALM xvi. 8. 


Lord I have loved the habitation of thy 


houfe, and the place where thine honour 
awelleth. 


(OD is a Spirit, and they that worfbip 
bin, mift worlbip him in fpirit and in 
éruth. That religion chiefly confifts in 
an inward principle of goodnefs, is be- 
yond difpute, and that its value and effi- 
cacy are derived from its effeéts in puri- 
fying the heart, and reforming the life. 
All external fervices, which have not this 
tendency, are‘entirely infignificant. ‘They 
degenerate: 


SERM- 
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degenerate into mere fuperftition, equally 
unacceptable to God, and unprofitable to 
man. Hence they are fo often treated 
in fcripture, with high contempt, when 
fubftituted in the room of the important 
duties of a virtuous life. 

Notwithftanding this, it is certain that 
external fervicts have their own place, 
and a confiderable one too, in the fyftem 
of religion. What their proper place is, no 
one can be at a lofs to difcern, who will 
only make a juft diftinction between the 
means, and the end, in religion. It is 
evident there is danger in man’s erring 
here, either on one fide or other; and 
it is certain that they have erred on both. 
After it was obferved, that mankind were 
prone to lay too much weight on the ex- 
ternal parts of religion, it began to be 


_ thought that no weight was to be allowed 


to them »at all. The time was,-when all 
religion centered in attending the duties 
of the church, and paying veneration to 
whatever was accounted facred. This alone 
fanctified the character, and compenfated 
every blemifh in moral condué&t. From — 
this Exineme, the fpirit of the age feems to 

be 
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be running faft into the oppofite extreme, of SE RM. 


holding every thing light that belongs to 
public worfhip. But if fuperftition be an 
evil, and a very great one it undoubtedly 
is, irreligion is not a fmaller evil: And 
-though the form of godline/s may often 
remain when the power of it is wanting ; 
yet the power cannot well fubfift where 
the form is altogether gone.—The holy 
Pfalmift, whofe words are now before us, 
i ea much better principles. Ex- 
prefling always the highett regard, for the 
laws. of God, and the precepts of virtue, 
he breathes at the fame time a {pirit of 
pure devotion. . Though loaded with the 


cares of royalty, and encircled with the 


fplendor of a court, he thought it well 
became’ him to thew refpect to the’ great 
Lord of, nature; and on many: occafions 
exprefles, as he does in the text, . his. de- 
light in the, public fervice of the temple. 
Lord, I bave loved the habitation of thy 
boufe, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth. In difcourfing from which words 
I purpofe to fhew the importance of the 
public worfbip of God, and the benefits 
-refulting from it. 1 fhall confider it in 


three 


a 
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SERM. three lights; as it refpedts Gods as it 
ae _ refpects the world; as it refpets our- 
felves. ) 


I, Let us confider it with refpe& to 
God. If there exift a Supreme Being, 
the Creator of the world, no confequence 
appeats more natural and direct than this, 
that he ought to be worfhipped by his crea» 
tures, with every outward expreflion of 
fubmiffion and honour. We need only 
appeal to every man’s heart, whether this 
be not a principle which carries along 
with it its own obligation, that to Him 
who is the Fountain of our life and the 
‘Father of our mercies; to Him who has 
raifed up that beautiful ftruGture of the 
univerfe in which we dwell, and where 
we are furrounded with fo many blefl- 
ings and comforts; folemn acknowledg- 
ments of gratitude fhould be made, praifes 
and prayers fhould be offered, and all 
fuitable marks of dependence on him be 

 expreffed.—This obligation extends beyond 
the filent and fecret fentiments of our 
hearts. Befides private devotion, it na- 
turally leads to aflociations for public wor- 
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fhip sto open and’ declared profeffions ‘of SERM, 
refpe& for the Deity. ‘Where bleffings | SPs 


are received in common, an obligation 
lies upon the community, jointly to ace 
knowledge them. Sincere gratitude is al- 
ways of an open and diffufive nature. It 
loves to pour itfelf forth ; to give free vent 


to its emotions; and, ifote the world, 
to ‘acknowledge and honour a Bene- 


faGtor, 


So confonant is this to the natural fen- 


timents of mankind, that all the nations 
of the earth have, as with one confent, 


agreed to inftitute fome forms of worthip ; ; 
to hold meetings at certain times, in’ ho- 
nour of their deities. Survey the focie- 
ties of men in their rudeft ftate; explore 
the African deferts, the wilds of America, 
or the diftant iflands of the ocean; and 
you will find that over all the earth fome 
religious ceremonies have obtained. “You 
will everywhere trace, in one form or 
— the temple, the prieft, and the offer- 


ing.’ The prevalence of the moft abfurd™ 
faperftitions furnifhes this teftimony to 


the truth, that in the hearts of all men 


the’ principle is engraved, vg worthip being: 


BVor. IV. . P due 
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SERM. due to that invifible Power who rules the | 

XI. world.—Herein confifts the great excel- 

lency of the Chriftian religion, that it hath 

inftruéted us in the fimple and fpiritual 

nature of that worfhip. Difencumbered 

of idle and unmeaning ceremonies, its 

titual is pure, and worthy of a divine 

Author. Its pofitive inftitutions are few 

in number, moft fignificant of fpiritual 

things, and direétly conducive to good life 

and practices How inexcufable then are 

we, if, placed in fuch happy circumftances, 

the fenfe of thofe obligations to the public 

worfhip of God fhall be obliterated among 

us, which the light of nature inculcated, in 

fome meafure, on the moft wild and bar- 
barous nations ! 

The refinements of falfe philofophy 
have indeed fuggefted this fhadow of ob- 
jection, that God is too-great to ftand in 
need of any external fervice from his crea- 
tures; that our expreffions of praife and 
honour are mifplaced with refpe&t to Him, 
who is above all honour and all praife; 
that in his fight, the homage we feek to 
pay muft appear contemptible; and is 
therefore in itfelf fuperfluous and tri- 
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fling. 
reafoners, that all expreffions of gratitude 
and honour towards a fuperior become 
unfuitable, merely becaufe that fuperior 
needs not any returns? Were they ever 
indebted to one whofe favours they had 
it not in their power to repay; and did 
they, on that account, feel themfelves fet 
loofe from every obligation to acknow- 
ledge, and to praife their benefactor? On 
the contrary, the more difinterefted his 
beneficence was, did not gratitude, in any 
ingenuous mind, burn with the greater 
ardour, and prompt them the more eager- 
ly to feize every opportunity of publicly 
teftifying the feelings of their hearts? 
Almighty God, it is true, is too great to 
need our fervice or homage. But he is 
alfo too good not to accept it, when it is 
the native expreflion of a grateful and ge- 
nerous mind. If pride and felf-fuffici- 
ency ftifle all fentiments of dependence on 
our Creator; if levity, and attachment to 
worldly pleafures, render us totally ne- 
gleGful of expreffing our thankfulnefs to 





Him for his bleffings; do we not hereby 


difcover fuch a want of proper feeling, 
P2 fuch 
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SE RM, fach a degree of hardnefs and corruption 
ste in. our affections; as fhews us to be im=: 
* “moral and. unworthy ; and mutt juftly ex-, 
pofe us to the high. difpleafure,of Heaven?- 

On the contrary, according. to every/no- - 
tion which. we. can \form of the, Father‘ of 

the, aniverfe, mut it not be acceptable 
to” him to behdld: ‘his . creatures properly; 
affected i in, heart towards-their great Bene-' 
factor; aflembling together to -exprefs,- inj 
acts of worthip, that gratitude, love, and 
- reverence which they owe him ; .and thus’ 
nourifhing and promoting ‘in),one another, 
an afieCionate fenfe of his goodnefs?. Are: 
not fuch difpofitions, and fuch a. behavi-) 
our as this, intimately connected with all, 

virtue 2, 

. O come let us worfbip andybow down, 
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker... For 
he.is our, God; and we are the flock of »bis: 
pofture. inter, into bis gates with thank/~ 
giving, and bis courts with praife, The prayer. 
of the. upright is bis aelighi. It cometh 
before him as incenfe, and, the, uplifting of 
their hands, as the evening Jacrifice.——— 
Having thus, fhewn the sideahlomia of; 
Gout : 5 public 
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“public worthip® with refpe& to God, let ‘tis: 


now, 


Il.) ‘ConstDER its importance in another 
view, as it refpedis: the world. When we 
furvey the general’ flate ‘of mankind, 
find’ them continually immerfed in vidi 
ly affairs; bufied about providing the ne- 
ceflaries of life, occupied in the purfuits 
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of their’ pleafures, or eagerly profecuting 


thé advancement of their interefts, Th 
fuch a fituation of things,~a fmall ‘meafure 
of refleQion might convince any one, 
that without fome returns of facred days, 
and fome folémn calls to _ public’ worthip, 
it were impoffible to preferve in ‘the 
world any fenfe of objects, fo foreign to 
the general current of thought, as an in- 
vifible' Governor, and a future ftate. If it 
be of importanee*to the peace and good 
order of fociety, that there fhould prevail 
among men the belief cf One in the hea+ 
vers, who is the protector of righteoufnefs 
and the avenger of crimes; if it be of im- 
portance that they be taught to look for- 


ward to a day of judgment, wher they 


are’ to’ be’ brought to account for their 
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moft fecret actions, and eternally re- 
warded or punifhed, according as their 
conduct has been good or evil; if fuch 
principles as thefe, I fay, be of confequence 
to the public welfare, they certainly en- 
force the authority of public worfhip, 
and prove the neceflity of religious in- 
ftruction. , 

I {peak now particularly with a view 
to the multitude, the great mafs and body 
of the people. We all know, how feldom 
from education, or private inftruction, 
they have the advantage of deriving fen- 
timents of religion or morality. Early 
obliged to. labour for their bread, they 
would remain all their days in grofs igno- 
rance of every moral or facred principle, 
were it not for thofe public aflemblies in 
which they hear of God, and Chrift, and 
judgment, and heaven, and hell. Shut 
up thofe temples to which they refort 
with reverence; exclude them from the 
opportunities they now poffels of receiv- 
ing religious inftru@tion, and imbibing 
religious ideas; and what can you expec 
them to become? No other than a fero- 
cious rabble, who, fet free from checks of 

con{cience, 
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confcience, and fears of divine vengeance, 
would be prone to every outrage which 
they could commit with impunity. It is 
well known that in the early ages of the 
world, fages and legiflators who endea- 
voured to tame and to affociate the bar- 
barous hordes of men, found it neceflary 
for this purpofe to have recourfe to reli- 
gion. By bringing the rude multitudes to 
worthip together, and, at ftated times and 
places, to join in hymns and fongs to their 
deities, they gradually reftrained them from 
violence, and trained them to fubordination 
and civilized life. 

_ During the progrefs of fociety in after- 
periods, religious aflemblies at church con- 
tinue, I am perfuaded, to have a very 
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confiderable influence on the civilization - 


and improvement of the people. Even in- 
dependent of effe€& upon the moral. princi- 
ples, by leading numbers of them to meet 
together in an orderly way, and in their moft 
decent appearance, they tend to humanize 


and polifh their manners. They ftrength- 


en the focial connexions, and promote 
friendly intercourfe among thofe who are 
in the fame neigbourhood, and in the 

Pas fame 
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SERN farie lines of life.’ It’muftj'at the fame 
Lana ‘time, be agreeable to every humane mind 


to'think, that one day in feven is allotted 
for reft to the poor from their daily la- 
bours, and for fuch enjoyments of eafe 
and comfort as their ftation affords. It 
is the only day which gives them oc- 


cafion to feel themfelves as’ belonging 


to the fame clafs of beings with their fu- 
periors ; when joining with them in the 
fame adts of worfhip, and recognizing 
a common Lord. Amidft thofe dif- 
tinGiions which the difference of ranks 
neceflarily introduces into human fociety, 
it is furely fit that there be fome occafions 
when man can meet with man as a_ bro- 
ther, ‘in order that the pride of the great 
may be checked; and ‘the low may be 
taught that, if they difcharge properly 
their appointed part, they have reafon to 


‘expect from the Lord of the univerfe, the 
fame rewards with the rich and eS 


mighty. : 
It will, I believe, be sassbidthy ad- 


“mitted{that forms of public worfhip, and 


means of‘ religious infiruction, ‘are import- 


ant, on: feveral arene: for the body:of 


the 
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the people, and belong to the maintenance SERM. 
of public fafety and order. But many o*%, 
who admit this are apt to think, that to 
the common people alone they may be 
left. Yo perfons of liberal education and 
enlarged minds, what benefit can arife 
from hearing what ‘they already: know; 
and what, perhaps, is to be inculcated on 
them by thofe who are of inferior capa- 
city to themfelves? Admitting this plea 
of fuperiority which their vanity forms, 
and fetting afide for the prefent any per- 
fonal obligation they are under to wor- 
fhip God, I muft afk fuch perfons, how 
they can expeé that religious affemblies 
will be long refpe€ted by the lower ranks 
of men, if by men of rank and education 
they are difcountenanced and forfaken? 
Do not they know, that thofe lower ranks 
are ready to copy the manners, aad to 
follow the example, of their fuperiors in. 
all things; but affuredly in nothing more, 
than in what appears to fet them free 
from reftraint, and to gratify licentiouf- 
nefs? While they acknowledge the import- 
ance, and even the neceflity, of public 
religion to certain clafles of men, do they 
ut ag | never- 
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SERM. neverthelefs contribute by their beha- 

aan viour to defeat the end of public religion, 

? and to annihilate that importance which 
they afcribe to it?~-—-They are employed 
in framing laws and ftatutes for pre- 
venting crimes, and keeping the difor- 
derly multitude within bounds; and at 
the fame time, ‘by perfonally difcounte- 
nancing public worfhip, they are weaken- 
ing, they are even abolifhing, among the 
multitude, that moral reftraint, which is 
of more general influence upon manners 
than all the laws they frame, In vain 
they complain of the difhonefty of fer- 
vants, of the infolence of mobs, of the 
attacks of the highwayman. ‘To all thefe 
diforders they have themfelves been accef- 
fory. By their own difregard of facred 
inftitutions, they have difleminated pro- 
fligacy among the people. They have 
broken down the flood-gates which ferved 
to reftrain the torrent; they have let it 
loofe to overflow the land; and by the 
growing deluge may themfelves be {wept 
away.—But I muft next argue upon a dife 
ferent ground; and proceed, 


Ill. To 


of Public Worpbip. 


Ill. To fet forth the importance of the 
public worfhip of God to every indivi- 
dual in every rank of life. Whatever his 
{tation be, he is ftilla man; and has the 
duties of a man to perform. Were his 


attendance on divine worfhip of no other. 
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effet, than to add countenance to a falutary 


inftitution, this alone would render it his 
duty. But moreover, we affert it to be his 
duty on his own account ; if it be the duty 
of every man to ufe the proper means of 
preferving and fortifying his virtue. All 
the Chriftian inftitutions have a dire& ten- 
dency to this end. They all ferve to give 
warmth to piety, and to add folemnity to 
moral virtue. A very high opinion, indeed, 
that man muft have of his own character, 
who imagines that, amidft all the follies and 
- gorruptions of the world, he ftands in need 
of no affiftance for enabling him to a& his 
part with propriety and dignity. 

The queftion is not, Whether perfone of 
rank and education are to learn any thing 
that is new to them, by frequenting the 
places of public worfhip? The great prin- 
ciples of piety and morality are obvious 
and eafily known; and we fhall readily 

admit, 
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admit, that there are many ‘to whom ne 
new inftru@ion is communicated in the 
houfe of God. But, my ‘friends, the pur.. 
pofe of your going there is to have known 


truths recalled to your’mind, and their dor- 


mant influence awakened; isto have ferious 
meditations fuggefted; to have good dif- 
pofitions raifed ;‘to have the heart adjufted 
to a compofed and tranquil frame. Is » 
there any man of reafon and refleGion who 
will not acknowledge fuch effets, as far as 
they follow from attendance on religious 


ordinances, to be of the moft beneficial na- 


ture? Thefe occafional ceflations from the 
cares and anxieties of life, thefe interrup+ 
tions to the bufile and the paffions of the 
world, in order to think and hear ‘of: eter= 
nity, are both a relief and. an improvement 
tothe mind. By this retreat from its ordi- 
nary circle of thoughts, it is enabled to:re+ 
turn, with more clearnefs and more vigour, 
to the bufinefs of the world, after a ferious 
and proper paufe. . 
But I muft afk the perfons with whom 

I now reafon, whether there be no other 
call to come to God’s houfe, than’ to hear 
inftruGtion there? Is not the devout, ado- 
ration 
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ration’of the God’ of heaven the principal SER M. 


obje&.of our religious affemblies; and is 


this what any man of refleCtion, and of fober: 


mind, dare to make light of? In the temple 


ef the Lord,. the rich and the poor, the’ 


_ prince and the: peafant, appear as fuppliants’ 
alike for the proteCtion and favour of the’ 


Almighty.—Great and flourifhing as thou: 


mayeft think thyfelf, know that thou ftand- 
eft as much in need’of that protection, as 
the meanelt, of the crowd whom thou be- 
holdeft worthipping, with lowly reverence, 
the God of their fathers. .The fun of pro-~ 


{fperity fhines at prefent on thy head, and 


| the favourable gale carries thee foftly along 
_ the ftream of life. But, the Almighty 
needs only to give.the word, and inftantly 
the tempeft fhall rife; and thy frail bark 
fhall be driven into the ocean, and whelmed 
in the deep.- Lz my profperity, L faid I fhall 
never be moved. Thou, Lord, didft hide thy 
faces and I was troubled. Look up, with 
dread, to that awful hand of Providence 
whichyis ftretched over your heads, . Re- 
member the inftability of all human things ; 
remember it, and tremble, ye who defpife 


cee 


’ the devout acknowledgment of him who . 


difpofes- 
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difpofes of the human fate! Though ye lve 
many years and rejoice in them all, remember 
the days of darknefs ; for they foall be many*. 

_ But after all that has been urged on this 
fubje&, Iam fenfible it may be objected, 
that many who make confcience of paying 
firict regard to the inftitutions of religion, 
do not appear to have derived much benefit 
from them. They are not, it will be faid, 
more improved in moral condudt, and in 
the proper difcharge of the feveral duties of 
life, than others who have been apparently 
negligent of the fervices of the church, 
On the contrary a formal regard to thefe 
appears to be fubftituted by many, in the 
room of the weightier matters of the law.— 
Though this fhould be admitted, it goes no 
farther than to fhew that human weaknefs. 
or corruption, may defeat the purpofe of 
the moft promifing means of moral im- 
provement. That a fuperttitious attention © 
to external worfhip has too often ufurped 
the character, and fupplanted the place, of 
real virtue, will not be denied. Admo- 
nitions againft fo dangerous an error cannot 


* Ecclef.. ii. 8. 
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things have been often mifapplied and 
abufed, no argument thence arifes for their 
being undervalued, and thrown afide. So 
alfo reafon, inflru@tion, and difcipliae of 
every kind have been frequently perverted 
to bad ends; and yet their intrinfic worth 
and ufefulnefs remain untouched, and ac- 
knowledged.—_—-Befides this, it cannot be 
admitted that, becaufe religious inftitutions 
produce not all the good that might be 
wifhed, and hoped for, they therefore do 
no good at all. This were a rafh and ill- 
founded conelufion. If the morals of men 
are not always amended by them as they 
ought to have been, there is reafon, how- 
ever, to think that they would have been 
worfe without them. Some check is al- 
ways given by them to open profligacy. 
Some affiftance is furnifhed to good difpo- 
fitions of heart; at leaft, to decency of 
manners. Even momentary impreffions of 
ferioufnefs made on the thoughtlefs by the 
folemnities of religion, are not without 
their fruit. They leave generally fome trace 
behind them; and when the traces are often 


renewed, they may be hoped, through the 
divine ’ 
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divine blefiing, to form at laft a deep im» 
pene on the mind. 

- At the fame time, I te not fay that sells 
gious inftitutions work upon the mind like 
a charm; and that mere bodily attendance: 
on them will always enfure us of fome pro- 
fitable effet. Let the means that are em- 


ployed, for the improvement of rational 


beings, be ever fo powerful in themfelves, 
much of their fuccefs will always depend. 
on the manner in which they are received 
and applied. I fhall therefore conclude my 
reafonings on this fubj¢&, with a few ob~ 
fervations concerning the difpofitions requi- 
fite on.our part, for deriving benefit from. 
the public ordinances of religion. 


- Tue ends for which we aflemble in. the 
houfe of God aretwo; to warthip God, and 
to. liften to religious shane ae 

The public worfhip of God is the chief 
and moft facred purpofe of every religious 
affembly of Chriftians. Let it here be re- 
membered, that it is not the uttering, or'the 
hearing of certain words, that conftitutes the 
worthip of: the Almighty... It is the heart 
that praifes’ or prays... If the heart accomi< 


¢ 
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heard, we offer the facrifice of fools. By the , ao 
inattentive thought, and the giddy and 
wandering eye, we profane the temple of 
the Lord, and turn the appearance of devo- 
tion into infult and mockery. 

_ With regard to religious inftru@tion, at- 
tention and reverence are unqueftionably 
due. All religious and moral knowledge 
comes from God. Itis a light from heaven, 
firft tranfmitted to man by the original 
conftitution of his nature, and afterwards 
made to fhine with fairer and fuller luftre by 
the revelation of the gofpel in Jefus Chrift. 
Its brightnefs may fometimes be ftronger, 
and fometimes weaker, according to the 
mediums by which it is conveyed. But ftill, 
as far as the inftructions delivered from the 
pulpit are illuminated by the ray from hea- 
ven, they are the truths of God, and ought 
to be received as fuch. Refinements of 
_ vain philofophy, or intricate fubtilties of 
theological controverfy, are undoubtedly 
not entitled to fuch regard. But when the 
great principles of natural or revealed re- 
ligion are difcuffed; when the important 
doctrines of the gofpel concerning the life 

Worn lV. Q” and 
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and fufferings, and death of our bleffled Re= 
deemer are difplayed; or ufeful inftruGions 
regarding. the regulation of life, and the 
proper difcharge of our feveral duties, are 
the fubje@ts brought into view ; it isnot then 
the human fpeaker, but the divine autho- 
rity that is to be regarded. 

In the fpeaker, ‘many imperfeGtions and. 
imfirmities may be difcovered. The difco- 
veries of the gofpel are reprefented-in fcrip- 
ture, as a hidden treafure brought to light; 
but, by the appointment of God, we have 


this treafure in earthen vejels*. Ht is not 


the fpirit of curiofity that ought to bring us 
to church. Too often, it is to be feared, 
we affemble there merely as critics on the 
preacher; critics on his fentiments, his 
language, and his delivery. But, fuch are 
not the difpofitions which become us om 
fo ferious an occafion. It is with humility, 
with fairnefs, and candour,. with an inten- 
tion to improve ourfelves in. piety and vir- 
tue, with a view to make perfonal applica- 
tion to our own charadter, that we ought 
to hear the word of God.——When we 
enter the facred temple,.!et us ever coniider 


* 2 Corinth. Ww. 7. 
ourfelves 
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nefs, fecking illumination ftom Heaven ; as 
guilty creatures, imploring forgivenefs feb 
our judge; as frail and mortal: creatures, 
preparing for that eternal habitation into 
whick we know not how foon we are to 
pafs, 


Ir with fuch fentiments and impreffions 
we join in the worfhip of God, and the 
ordinances of religion, we may futtty hope 
that they fhall be accompanied to us with 
the divine bleffing. It is the exprefs precept 
of God, xot to forfake the affembling of our- 
Jelves together*. Gather together the people, 
men, women, and children, that they may 
hear, and that they may learn, and fear the 
Lord your God, and obferve to do all the 
words of this lawt. Enter bis gates with 
thank[giving, and his courts with praife. Give 
unto the Lord the glory due to his name.—— 
Thus hath God commanded, and he never 
commanded his people, to feek his name in 
vain. For, where two or three are gathered 
together in bis name, our Lord bath told us 


* Heb. x. 25. + Deut. xxxi. 12. 


‘J '2 ; that 
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SE RM, that he is in the midft of them*. God hath 
Said that he loveth the gates of Zion more 
nia all the dwellings of Facobt. The 
prayer of the upright is his delight. Both 
in their temporal and fpiritual concerns, 
they may be moft expected to profper, who 
can fay with the Pfalmift in the text, Lord 
I have loved the habitation of thy houfe, and 

| the place where thine honour dwelleth. 


‘e Matth. xviii. 20. + Pf. lxxxvii. 2. 
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On the Fasuion of the Worxip 
pafling away. 
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—The fafbion of this world paffeth away. 


‘O ufe this world fo as not to abufe it, SERM. 
is one of the moft important, and at . X 
the fame time one of the moft difficult 
leflons which religion teaches. By fo many 
defires and paffions we are connected 
with the objects around us, that our at- 
tachment to them is always in’ hazard 
of becoming exceflive and finful. Hence 
religion is often employed in moderating 
this attachment, by rectifying our erro- 
neous opinions, and inftru@ting us in the 


On proper 
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SERM. proper value we ought to fet on worldly 


XII. 


things. Such was particularly the {cope of 
the Apoftle in this context. He is putting 
the Corinthians in mind that their tame 
is foort ;that every thing here is tran- 
fitory ; and therefore, that in all the dif- 
ferent occupations of human life, in qweep- 
ing and rejoicing, and buying, and poffefing, 
they were ever to keep in view this con- 
fideration, that the fafbion of this world 
paffete away. The original expreflion im- 
ports the figure or form under which the 
world prefents itfelf to us. ‘The meaning 
is, All that belongs to this vifible ftate is 
continually changing. Nothing in hu- 
man affairs is fixed or ftable. All is in 
motion and flu€tuation; altering its ap- 
pearance every moment. and pafling into. 
fome new form, Let us meditate. for a 
little on the ferious. view which is here 
given us of the world, in order that we 
may attend to the improvements which it 
fuggefts. “ 


I. The fafbion of the world paffeth away, 
as the opinions, ideas, and manners of 
men are always changing. We look in 

vain 
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vain for a ftandard to afcertain and fix SERM. 


any of thefe; in vain expect that what 
has been approved and eftablifhed for a 
while, is always to endure. Principles 
which were of high authority among our 
anceftors are now exploded. Syftems of 
philofophy which were once univerfally 
received, and taught as infallible truths. 
are now obliterated and forgotten. Modes, 
of living, behaving, and employing time, 
the purfuits of the bufy, and the enter- 
tainments of the gay, have been entirely 
changed. They were the offspring of 
fafhion, the children of a day. When they 
had run their courfe, they expired; and 
were fucceeded by other modes of living, 
and thinking, and ating, which the glofs 
of novelty recommended for a while to the 
public tafte. 

When we read an account of the man- 
ners and occupations, of the ftudies and 
opinions, even of our. own countrymen, 
in fome remoge age, we feem to be read- 
ing the hiftory of a different world from 
what we now inhabit. Coming down- 
-wwards, through fome generations, a new 
face of things appears. Men begin to 


Q4 think, 
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| SERN think, and a@, in a different train; and 
What we call refinement gradually opens. 


Arriving at our own times, we confider 
ourfelves as having widely enlarged the 
{phere of knowledge on every fide, hav- 
ing formed juft ideas on every fub- 
jet; having attained the proper ftandard 


of manners and behaviour; and wonder 


at the ignorance, the uncouthnefs, and 
rufticity of our forefathers. But, alas, 
what appears to us {fo perfect fhall in its 
turn pafs away. The next race, while 
they fhove us off the ftage, will introduce 
their favourite difcoveries and innovations ; 
and what we now admire as the height of 
improvement, may in a few ages hence be 
confidered as altogether rude and imperfect. 
As one wave effaces the ridge which the 
former had made on the fand by the fea- 
fhore, fo every fucceeding age obliterates 
the opinions and’ modes of the age which 
had gone before it. Zhe fafbion of the 
world is ever pafling away. ™ | 
Let us only think of the changes which 
our own ideas and opinions undergo in 
the progrefs of life. One man differs not 
more from another, than the fame man 
| varies 
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varies from himfelf in different periods of 
his age, and in different fituations of for- 
tune. In youth, and in opulence, every 
thing appears {miling and gay. We fly 
as on the wings of fancy; and furvey 
beauties wherever -we caft our eye. But 
let fome more years have pafled over our 
heads, or let difappointments in the world 
have depreffed our fpirits; and what a 
change takes place! The pleafing illufions 
that once fhone before us; the {plendid 
fabrics that imagination, had reared; the 
enchanting maze in which we once wan- 
dered with delight, all vanifh and are for- 
gotten. ‘The world itfelf remains the fame. 
But its form, its appearance, and afpedt, is 
changed to our view ; its Niclpass as to us, 
hath paffed away. 


II, WuILE our opinions and ideas are 
thus changing within, the condition of 
all external things is, at the fame time, 
ever changing without us, and around us. 
Wherever we caft our eyes over the face 
of nature, or the monuments of art, we 
difcern the marks of alteration and vicifli- 
tude. We cannot travel far upon the 
, 8 earth, 
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earth, without being prefented with many 
a ftriking memorial of the changes made 
by time. What was once a flourifhing 
city, is now a neglected village. Where 
caftles and palaces ftood, fallen towers . 
and ruined walls appear. Where the mag- 
nificence of the great fhone, and the mirth 
of the gay refounded, there, as the prophet — 
Ifaiah delcribes, the owl and the raven now 
dwell, thorus come up, and the nettle and the 
bramble grow in the courts. When we 
read the hiftory of nations, what do we 
read but the hiftory of inceffant revolution 
and change? We behold kingdoms alter- 
nately rifing and falling; peace and war 
taking place by turns; princes, heroes, 
and ftatefmen, coming forth in fucceffion 
on the flage, attra@ing our attention for 
a little by the fplendid figure they make, 
and then difappearing and forgotten. We 
fee the fa/bion of the world afluming all its 
different forms, and in allof them, pafing 
away, ‘ 
But to hiftorical annals there is no oc~ 
eafion for,our having recourfe. Let any 
one who has made fome progrefs in life, 
recollect only. what he has beheld paffing 
before 
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before him in his own time. We have SERM. 


feen our country rife triumphant among 
the nations; and we have feen it alfo 
humbled in its turn. We have feen in 
one hemifphere of the globe new domi- 
nions acquired, and in another hemi- 
iphere, our old dominions loft, At 
home we have feen factions and par-~ 
‘ties fhift through all their different 


forms; and adminiftrations, in fucceffion, — 


rife and fall, What were once the great 
themes of eager difcuffion, and political 
conteft, are now forgotten. Fathers re- 
count them ,to their children as the tales 
of other times. New actors have come 
forth on the ftage of the world. New ob~ 
jects have attraéted the attention, and new 
intrigues engaged the paffions of men. 
New members fill the feats of juftice; new 
minifters the temples of religion; and a 
new world, in fhort, in the courfe of a few 
years, has gradually and infenfibly rifen 
around us. 

When from the public fcene we turn 
our eye to our own private connexions, 
the changes which have taken place in the 


fafbion of the world, muft touch every 
" ; 6 refleCting 
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refleling mind with a more tender fen- 
fibility. For where are now many of the 
companions of our early years; many 
of thofe with whom we firft began the 
race of life? and whofe hopes and pro- 
{pets were once the fame with our 
own ? In recolle&ting our old acquaintance 
and friends, what devaftations have been 


made by the hand of time? On the 


ruins of our former connexions, new ones 


have arifei; new relations have been 


formed; and the circle of thofe among 
whom we live is altogether changed from 
what it once was. Comparing our pre- 
fent fituation with our former condition 
of life; looking back to our father’s houfe, 
and to the {cenes of youth ; remembering 
the friends by whom we were trained, 
and the family in which we grew up; who 
but with inward emotion, recolleats thofe 
days of former years, and is difpofe 
to drop the filent tear, when he views 
the fa el of the world thus always pafing 
away! 
| 

Ul. Nor only our connexions with all 

things around us change, but our own 


life, 


the World paffiny away. 


237 


“life through all its ftages and conditions, SERM. 


is ever pafling away. How juft, and how 
affefting is that image, employed in the 
facred writings to defcribe the ftate: of 
man, we fpend our years as a tale that is 
told*! It is not to any thing great or 
lafting that human life is compared ; not 
to a monument that is built, or to an in- 
{cription that is engraved; not even to 
a book that is written, or to a hiftory that 
is recorded; but to a fale, which is lift- 
ened to for a little; where the words 
are fugitive and pafling, and where one 
incident fucceeds and hangs on another, 
till, by infenfible tranfitions, we are 
brought to the clofe; a tale, which in 
fome paflages may be amufing, in others, 
tedious; but, whether it amufes or fa- 
tigues, is foon told, and foon forgotten. 
Thus, year fteals upon us after year. 
Life is never ftanding ftill for a moment; 
but continually, though infenfibly, fliding 
into a new form. Infancy rifes up faft 
to childhood; childhood to youth; youth 
pafles quickly into. manhood; and the 
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long of admonifhing us, that old age is at 
hand. In this courfe all generations run. 
The world is made up of unceafing rounds 
of tranfitory exiftence. Some generations. 
are coming forward into being, and others 
haftening to leave it. , The ftream which 
carries us all along is ever flowing with 
a quick current, though with a ftill and 
noifelefs courfe. The dwelling place of 
man is continually emptying, and by a 
freth fucceffion of inhabitants, continually © 
filling anew. Zhe memory of man paffeth 
away like the remembrance of a gueft who 
bath tarried but one night. 

As the life of man, confidered in its 
duration, thus fleets and pafles away, fo, 
during the time it lafts, its condition is 
perpetually changing. It affords us nothing 
on which we can fet up our reft; no 
enjoyment or poffeffion which we can 
properly call our own. When we have 
begun to be placed in fuch circumftances — 
as we defired, and with our lives to pro- 
ceed in the fame agreeable tenor, how 
often comes fome unexpected event acrofs 
to difconcert all-our {chemes of happinefs? 

Our 
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Our health declines; our friends die; our SERM. 
families are feattered ; fomething or other _*14 
is not long of occurring, to fhew us that 
the wheel muft turn round; the fafbion of 
the world muft pafs away. Is there any 
man who dares to look to futurity with 
an eye of confident hope; and to fay, that 
again{t a year hence, he can promife being 
in the fame condition of health. or for- 
tune as he is at prefent? The feeds of 
change are every where fown in our ftate ; 
and the very caufes that feemed to pro- 
mifé us fecurity, are often fecretly under 
mining it. Great fame provokes the at- 
tacks of envy and reproach. High health 
gives oecafion to intemperance and difeafe. 
The elevation of the mighty never fails 
to render their condition tottering; and 
that obfcurity which fhelters the mean, 
expofes them, at the fame time, to become 
the prey of oppreffion. So completely is 
the fafbion of this world made by Provi- 
dence for change, and prepared for Jaffing 
away. In the midft of this inftavility, it 
were fome comfort, did human profperity 
decay as flowly as it rifes. By flow de- 
grees, and by many intervening fteps, it 
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_ ter and bring it to’ nought. I might 
add, : 


IV. Tuart the world itfelf in which we 
dwell, the bafis of all our prefent enjoy- 
ments, is itfelf contrived for change, and 
defigned to pafs dway. ‘While the gene- 


rations of men come forth in their turns, 


like troops of fucceeding pilgrims, to a& 


their part on this globe, the globe on 
which they at is tottering under their feet. 


_It was once overflowed by a deluge. It is 


fhaken by earthquakes; it is undermined 
by fubterraneous fires; it carries many 
a mark of having fuffered violent con- 
vulfions, and of tending to diffolution. 
Revelation informs us that there is a day 
approaching, in which the heavens /fhall 
pas away with a great noife; the elements 
foall melt with fervent heat; and the earth 
and the works therein fhall be burnt up. 
When this deftined hour arrives, the /a- 
JSoion of the world fhall have finally paf 
away. Immortal fpirits fhall then look 
back upon this world, as we do at prefent on 
cities and empires, which were.once mighty 

and 
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and flourifhing, but now are fwept from SERM. 
exiftence, and their place is no more to be oom 


found. 


I sHaix infift no longer on this repre- 
fentation of things. Enough has been faid, 
to fhew that the fa/bion of the world, in 
every fenfe, faffes away. Opinions and 
manners, public affairs and private con- 
cerns, the life of man, the conditions of 
fortune, and the earth itfelf on which we 
_ dwell, are all changing around us.—Is every 
thing, then, with which we are connected, 
paffing and tranfitory? Is the whole ftate 
of man no mote than a dream or fleeting 
vifion? Is he brought forth to be only the 
child of a day? Are we thrown into a 
river where all flows, and nothing ftays; 
where we have no means of refifting the 
current; norcan reach any firm ground on 
which to reft our foot ?—No, my brethren ; 
man was not’ doomed to be fo unhappy ; 
nor made by his Creator fo much in vain. 
There are three fixed and permanent ob- 
jects to which I muft now call your atten- 
tion, as the great fupports of human con- 
ftlancy amidft this fugitive flate. ‘Though 
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this world changes and pafies away, virtue | 
and goodnefs never change; God nevef 
changes ; heaven and immortality pafs not 
away. 


Firf, Virtue and goodnefs never 
change. Let opinions and manners, con- 
ditions and fituations, in public and in 
private life, alter as they will, virtue is ever 
the fame. It refts on the immoveable bafis 


‘of Eternal Truth. Among all the revolu- 


tions of human things, it maintains its 


ground ; ever poffeffing the veneration and 


eficem of mankind, and conferring on the 
heart, which enjoys it, fatisfaction and 
peace. Confult the moft remote antiquity. 
Look to. the moft favage nations of the 
earth, How wild, and how fluQuating 
foever the ideas of men may have been, this 
Opinion you will find to have always pre- 
vailed, that probity, truth, and beneficence, 
form the honour and the excellency of man. 
In this, the philofopher and the favage, the 
warrior and the hermit, join. At this altar. 
all have worthipped, ‘Their offerings may 
have been unfeemly. Their notions of vir- 
tue may have been rude, and occafionally 

tainted 


the World paffing away, 


the fundamental ideas of moral worth have 
ever remained the fame. 

Here then is one point of ftability, af. 
feted by no viciffitudes of time and life, 
on which we may reft. Our fortunes may 
change, and our friends may die; but vir- 
tue may {till be our own; and as long as 


this remains, we are never miferable. Zz/l 


I die I will not remove my integrity from me. 
My righteoufne/s I hold faft, and will not let 
it go. My beart fhall not reproach me fo long 
as I live*. He who, with the holy man 
of old, can hold this language, may with 
undifturbed miad furvey time flying away, 
life decaying and the whole fafhion of 
the world changing around him. He hath 
within himfelf, a fource of confolation and 
hope, independent of all earthly objects. 
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Every terreftrial glory fparkles only for a i: 


little, with tranfient brightnefs. But virtue 
fhines with eternal and unalterable fplen- 
dour. It derives its origin from. heaven; 
and partakes both of the luftre, and the fta- 
bility, of celeftial objets. Lt ts the bright- 


# Job, xxvii. 5, 6. 
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SERM. néfs of the woaniigane light; the unfpotied 
: Su, , mirror of God, and the image of his goodne/s. 


In the fecond me God never changes. 
Amidft the unceafing vieiflitude of earthly 
things, there remains at the head of the uni- 


-verfe an eternal ProteCtor of virtue, whofe 


throne is eftablifbed for ever. With him 
there is 7o variablene/s, neither any fhadow 
of turning ; no inconftancy of purpofe, and 
no a of wifdom or of power. We 
know that he loved righteoufnefs from the 
beginning of days, and that he will continue 
to love it unalterably to the laft.. Forefeen. 
by him was every revolution which the 


courfe of ages has produced. All the 


changes which happen in the ftate of nature, 
or the life of men, were comprehended in 
his decree. How much foever worldly 
things may change in themfelves, they are 
all united in his plan; they conftitute one 
great fyftem or whole, of which he is the 
Author; and which, at its final completion, 
fhall appear to be perfe@. His dominion 
holds together, in a continued chain, the 
fucceflive variety of human events; gives 
ftabiliry to things that in themfelves are 

fluctu- 


the World paffing away. 


fluctuating ; gives conftancy even to the 
Safbion of the world while it is pafing away. 
Wherefore, though all things change on 
earth, and we ourfelves be involved in the 
general mutability, yet as long as, with 
truft and hope, we look up to the Supreme 
Being, we reft on the rock of ages, and are 
fafe amidft every change. We poffefs a 
fortrefs te which we can have recourfe in 
all dangers; a refuge under all ftorms; ¢ 
awelling-place in all generations. 


In the ¢hird and lat place, Heaven. and 
immortality pafs not away. The fleeting 
{cenes of this life are to be confidered as no 


more than an introduétion to a’ nobler and 


more permanent order of things, when man 
fhall have attained the maturity of his bee 
ing. This is what reafon gave foe ground 
to expect; what revelation has fully con- 
firmed; and in confirming it, has agreed 
with the fentiments and anticipations of the 
good and wife in every age. We are taught 
to believe, that what we now behold, is 
only the firft ftage of the life of man. We 
are arrived no farther than the threfhold} 
~gve dwell as im the outer courts of exiltence. 


R 3 Here, 
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SERM. Here, tents only are pitched; tabernacles 


XIL. 
Gascoyne 


erected for the fojourners of a day. But 
in the region of eternity, all is great, ftable, 
and unchanging. There, the manfions of 
the juft are prepared: there, the city which 
bath foundations is built ; there is eftablithed, 

the kingdom which cannot be moved. Here 
every thing is in ftir and flu€uation ; be- 


’ caufe here good men continue not, eee pafs 


onward in the courfe of being. There, all 
is ferene, fteady, and orderly; becaufe there 
remaineth the final reff of the people of God. 
Here, all is corrupted by our folly and guilt ; 
and of courfe muft be tranfient and vain. 
But there, purchafed by the death, and 
fecured by the refurreQion, of the Son of 
God, is an inberitance incorruptible, unde- 


Jjiled, and that fadeth not away. There 


reigns that tranquillity which is never 
troubled. ‘There fhines that fun which never 
fets. There flows that river of pleafures, 


- which is always unruffled and pure. Look- 


ing forward to thofe divine habitations, the 
changes of the prefent world difappear to 
the eye of faith; and a good man becomes 
afhamed of fuffering himfelf to be dejected 
by what is fo foon to pafs away. | 
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SUCH are the objets you ought to op- SERM. 


XII. 


pole to the tranfient fa/bion of the world; _" 


Virtue, and God, and Heaven, Fixing 
your regard on thefe, you will have no 
reafon to complain of the lot of man, or 
the world’s mutability.—The defign of the 
preceding reprefentation which I gave of the 
world, was not to indulge vain declamation ; 
to raife fruitlefs melancholy; or to throw 
an unneceflary cloud over human life: But 


to thew the moderation requifite in our - 


attachment to the world; and at the fame 
time, to point out the higher objeéts both 
of attention and confolation which religion 
affords. Paffing and changeable as all 
human thirigs are, among them, however, 
we muft at prefent aét our part; to them 
we muft return from religious meditation. 
They are not below the regard of any 
Chriftian; for they form the fcene which 
Providence has appointed at prefent for his 
activity, and his duty. Trials and dangers 
they may often prefent to him; but amidft 





thefe he will fafely hold his courfe, if, when ~ 


engaged in worldly affairs, he keep in view 
thefe divine objeéts which I have been {fet- 
ting before him, Let him ever retain con- 
R 4 nexion, 
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SERM. nexion with Virtue, and God, and Heaven. 

We By them let his conduct be regulated, and . 
his conftancy fupported.. So fhall he w/e this 
world without abufing it. He fhall neither - 
droop under its misfortunes, nor be vainly 
elated by its'advantages; but through all — 
its changes fhall carry an equal and fteady 
mind; and in the end fhall receive the 
accomplifhment of the promife of fcripture, 
that though ¢he world paffeth away, and . 
the luft thereof, he that doeth the will of Gog 
fhall abide for ever *. 


* 1 John, ii, 14. 
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PSALM Xv. 5. 


——He that Jaci ihefe things foall never be 


moved. 


eee eee of mind, or, in the 
words of the text, a mind zot moved 


SERM, 
XIII. 
Nace) 


or difquieted by the accidents of life, is 


undoubtedly one of the greateft  bleffings 
that we can poffefs on earth. It is here 
mentioned as the reward of the man, whofe 
character had been defcribed in this pfalm, 
as leading a virtuous life, and dilcharging his 
duty towards God and his neighbour. It is 
indeed the ultimate aim, to which the wifhes 


of the wife and reflecting have ever been ~ 


directed, 
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directed, that with a mind undifturbed by 
anxieties, cares, and fears, they might pals 
their days in a pleafing ferenity. They 
juftly concluded that, by enjoying them- 
felves in peace, they would enjoy, to the 
greateft advantage, all the comforts of life 


‘that came within their reach. 


This happy tranquillity, the multitude 
conceive to be moft readily attainable by 
means of wealth, or, at lealt, of an eafly 
fortune, which they imagine would fet 
them above all the ordinary difturbances 
of. life. That it has fome ¢cffeét for this 
purpofe cannot be denied. Poverty and 
firaitened circumftances are often incon- 
fiftent with tranquillity. To be deftitute 
of thofe conveniencies that fuit our rank 
in the world; to be burdened with 
anxiety about making provifion for every 
day which pafles over our head; inftead of 
bringing comfort to a family who look 
up to us for aid, to behold ourfelves fur- 
rounded with their wants and complaints, 
are circumflances which cannot fail to give 
much unealinefs to every feeling mind. 
To take meafures, therefore, for attaining 
a competent fortune, by laudable means, 

is 
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is wife and proper. Entire negligence of SERM. 


our affairs, and indifference about our 
worldly circumftances, is, for the moft part, 


Kamen rome 


the confequence of fome vice, or fome | 


folly:—At the fame time, I muft obferve, 
that the attainment of opulence is no cer- 
tain method of attaining tranquillity. Em- 
barraflments and vexations often attend it; 
and long experience has fhewn, that tran- 
quillity is far from being always found 
among the rich. Nay, the higher that 
men rife in the world, the greater degrees 
of power and diftin@tion which they ac- 
quire, they are often the farther removed 
from internal peace. The world affords 
fo many inftances of miferies abounding in 
the higher ranks of life, that it were need- 
lefs to enlarge on a topic fo generally meen 
and admitted. 

Affuming it, therefore, for an aapitued 
truth, that the mere pofleflion of the goods 
of fortune may be confiftent with the want 
of inward tranquillity, we muft look around 
for other more certain grounds of it. We 


muft inquire whether any line of conduc ~ 


can be pointed out, which, independent of 


external fituation in the world, fhall tend 
I Ag 
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SERM. to make us eafy in mind; fhall either bee 


ftow, or aid, that tranquillity which all mer 
defire. The remaining part of this dif- 
courfe fhall by employed in fuggefting, with 
great plainnefs of {peech, fuch directions as 
appear to me moft material on this impor- 


tant fubjec, 


THE jirf dire&tion which I have to 
fuggeft, is, that we imitate the character 
of the man who is defcribed in this Pfalm 
as walking uprightly, working righteoufne/s, 
and {peaking the truth, as he thinketh in his 
heart; that we fludy to preferve a clear 
confcience, and to lead a virtuous and 
honourable, at leaft an inoffenfive and 
innocent life. Of fuch a man only it can 
be faid, that, doing thefe thing, be hall 
never be moved. So great is the power of 
confcience over every human being, that 
the remembrance of crimes never fails 
to overthrow tranquillity of mind. Be af- 
fured, that he who defrauds his neighbour; 
who has enfnared the innocent, has vio- 
lated his truft, or betrayed his friend, fhall 
never enjoy within himfelf undifturbed 
quiet. His evil deeds will at times recur 

tq 
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to his thoughts, like ghofts’ ring up in pte 


black array before him to haunt his couch, 
Even the fenfe of a foolifh and trifling 
condua, of a life paft in idlenefs and dif- 
fipation ; by which, though a man has not 


Cer read 


been guilty of great crimes, he has, how- | 


ever, waited his fubftance, mifpent his time,’ 


and brought upon himfelf juft reproach ; 
even this, I fay, is fufficient to create much 


uneafinefs and difquiet to the heart. Let: 


him, therefore, who wifhes to enjoy tran- 
quillity, ftudy, above all things, to a@ an 
irreproachable part. With comfort he will 
re{t his head on his pillow at night, when 
he is confcious that throughout the day he 
has been doing his duty towards God and 
man; when none of the tranfaGtions of that 
day come back, in painful remembrance, 


to upbraid him. To this teftimony of a . 


good conicience, let him be able, 


In the /econd place, to join humble truft 
in the favour of God. As, after the beft 
éndeavours we can ufe, no man’s beha- 


viour will be entirely faultlefs, it is effen- 


tial to peace of mind, that we have fome 


ground for hope in the divine mercy, 


6 ' that, 
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that, through’ the merits of Jefus Chrift, 
our defects fhall be forgiven, and grace 
be fhewn us by Heaven. This includes 
all the duties of faith and repentance that 
are required by the gofpel; the faithful 
difcharge of which duties is abfolutely 
neceflary for delivering us from thofe fears 
of another world, which, if not allayed, 
are fufficient to banifh all tranquillity from 
the heart. Our religious principles mutt 
at the fame time be found and pure; 
and carefully preferved from the taint of 
fuperftition, whofe gloomy horrors, taking 
pofleffion of weak and ill-informed minds, 
convert what. they miftake for religion, 
into a fource of mifery—Moreover, it is 
neceflary, that we beable to place truft in 
God, not only as our future Judge, but as 
the prefent Governor of human affairs. 
So uncertain is the continuance of every 
earthly comfort, that he who repofes no 
confidence in the Supreme Difpofer of 
events, muft be often difquieted and de- 
jected. He alone poffeffes firm tranquil- 
lity, who, amidft all human viciflitudes, 
leoks up, with fettled truft, to an Almighty 
Ruler, as to one under whofe condué& he 
is 
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is fafe. To him alone belongs that happy SERM. 


privilege, defcribed by the Pfalmift: He 
Soall not be afraid of evil tidings ; bis heart 
is fixed ; trufting in the Lord*, 

_ I have-pointed out the primary and ef- 
fential foundations of tranquillity ; virtuous 
condu, good principles, and pious dif- 
pofitions. At the fame time, a man may 
be both pious and virtuous, and yet, 
through fome defedts in the management 
of his mind and temper, may not poffefs 
that happy ferenity and felf-enjoyment, 
which ought to be the portion of virtue 
and piety. Inftances of this will occur to 
every.one who is acquainted with the world. 
We too often behold perfons, whofe prin- 
ciples, and whofe moral condué, are in the 
main unexceptionable, leading an uncom- 
fortable life; through fretfulnefs of temper, 
peevifhnefs of manners, or fullennefs of 
difpofition. There is, therefore, fome dif- 
cipline to be ftudied ; there are fome fub- 
fidiary parts of character to be attended 
to, in order to give piety and virtue 
their full effet for conferring tranquillity. 


* Pfalm cxii. 7. 
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XII. 


means I now proceed. Let me then ad- 
vife you, | 


In the ¢hird place, to attend to the cul 
ture and improvement of your minds. 
A fund of ufeful knowledge, and a ftock 
of ideas, afford mich advantage for the 
enjoyment of tranquillity. Ido not mean, 
that every man muft ftudy to become 


‘deeply learned. The fituation of many 


would not allow it. The tafte, and the 
habits of others, prevent it. But what [ 
mean is, that every man who wifhes to 
lead a comfortable life fhould provide for 
himfelf, as much as he can, by means. of 
obfervation, reading, and refleGting, a large 
field of Get thoughts. In a mind abfo- 
lutely vacant, tranquillity is fetdom found. 
The vacancy too often will be filled up 
by bad defires and paffions. Whereas 
the mind of a wife man is a kingdom 
to itfelf. Im his lonely, or melancholy 
hours, he finds always refources within 
himfelf, to which he can turn for relief. 
As there are many occafions when ex- 
ternal objects afford no pleafure, it is only 


by 
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by being able to reft on the entertain- gE RM. 


ments afforded to himfelf by his mind, that 
any one can pafs his days with felf-enjoy- 
ment. Let me recommend for the fame 
purpofe, 


In the fourth place, that we be always 
careful to provide proper employment for 
our time. Regular induftry and labour, 
with intervals of eafe, is perhaps the ftate 
moft conducive of any to tranquillity. If 
our ftation give no call to induftry, it will 
be profitable that we ftudy to have fome 
end or obje&t in view, to which our atten- 
tion. fhall be direéted. Relaxation from 
intenfe or inceflant purfuit is requifite for 
comfort. But if relaxation degenerate 
‘ into total idlenefs, it becomes in a high 
degree adverfe to tranquillity. Every 
man by his nature is formed, more 
or lefs, for aGion. In a mind that is 
entirely quiefcent, and that has no objec 


to put it into motion, inftead of felf-en- 


_ joyment, there will be conftant languor, 
tedioufnefs, and mifery. Life ftagnates in 
fuch a fituation, like a pool of dead waters ; 
and the man becomes a burden to him- 

Vout. IV. S felf, 
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felf. Violent .and dangerous  purfuits, 
which diftraét and embroil thofe who are 
engaged in them, I cannot be underftood 
to recommend. Every: one fees how 
foreign thefe are toa ftate of tranquillity, 
But in the ordinary tenor of calm and eafy 
life, I would advife every one to have fome 
end-before him; fome objeét. which fhall 
bring the mind into action, and fill up the 
vacuities of time. Provided the obje@ be 


‘innocent, and of no unfuitable or degrading 


nature, it may anfwer this purpofe, though 
it fhould not be in itfelf of high importance, 
It is, better for the mind to have. fome 
determinate direction given it, than to be 
always left floating, as it were, in empty 
fpace———But about whatever objects we 
are employed, it is ftill more material to 
tranquillity, that, in the 





Fifth place, we learn to govern our 
paffions. Thefe are the moft frequent 
difturbers of our peace. Neceflary as their 


-impulfe is to give a@ivity to the mind, 


yet if they are not kept in fubordination 
to reafon, they fpeedily throw all things 
into confufion, Such of them as belong 

to 
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to the malignant and unfocial clafs, evi- SERM. 


dently. tend to produce vexation and dif- 
quiet. Againft -fuffering thefe to gain 
poffeflion of the ‘heart, admonition is 
icarcely neceffary. But I muft admonith 
you, that even thofe which are accounted of 


XIIl. 


innocent nature, and which therefore may 


lay hold of virtuous minds, if they obtain 
the entire maftery, are fufficient to over- 
throw the tranquillity of life. Let every 


one, therefore, who values that tranquillity, | 


ftudy to retain moderation and {elf-com- 


mand, even in the midft of paffions which 


have a fair and bland appearance. He 
will find that the gratification of any one 
of them compenfates not that perpetual 
flavery to which it will reduce him, when 
it becomes inordinate. 

I have farther to admonith you, that 
this felf-command is particularly necef- 
fary in all that relates to habitual temper. 
Even where ftrong paflions are out of the 
queftion, thofe flighter emotions which 
ruffle or four the temper, are fufficient, 
by their frequent recurrence, to poifon all 
felf-enjoyment.. He, who would poflefs a 
tranquil ftate, mult, above all things, cul- 
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SERM. tivate calmnefs and gentlenefs of difpo- 

ee dienes He ought efpecially to cultivate it 
in that fociety, whether domeftic or focial, 
with which he has moft frequent inter- 
courfe. We all know, that there are thou- 
fands who in public, and in formal compa- 
nies, appear to be all gentlenefs and {fweet- 
nefs, but who, at home, and among their 
neareft relations, give vent, with freedom, 
to the moft harfh and peevifh difpofitions. 
Such perfons are not likely to enjoy much 
real comfort. For it isin the daily and fa- 
miliar intercourfe of life, that temper chiefly” 
exerts its power, either for promoting 
or for difturbing the tranquillity of our 
days. On occafions when men, come 
clofeft together, if, inftead of meeting in 
{mooth conta@, they rub and grate on 
one another, the feelings produced on 
both fides are of the moft offenfive and 
difpleafing kind. Nothing can be aflumed 
asa more certain axiom, than that he 
who allaws either inordinate paffions, or 
a crofs temper, to govern him, muft, 
though he fhould poffefs all that flourith- 
ing fortune ean beftow, be a ftranger to 
tranquillity. 
In 
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In the fixth place, let me advife you SERM: ~ 
never to expeét too much from the world. JL 
High hopes, and florid views, are great 
enemies to tranquillity. When rathly in- 
dulged, they are conftantly producing dif-  - 
appointments. Their indulgence, in the 
mean time, occafions difcontent with our 
prefent fituation; and he who is difcon- 
tented cannot be happy. One of the firft 
leflons, both of religion and wifdom, is, 
to moderate our expectations and hopes; 
and not to fet forth on the voyage of life 
like men who expeét to be always carried 
forward with a favourable gale. Let your 
views be fuited to your rank and ftation 
in the world; and never foar fantaftically 
beyond them. Content yourfelves with 
fober pleafures, and form your relifh to 
them. Be thankful when you are free 
from pain, though you be not in the 
midft of high enjoyment. Be fatisfied if 
the path you tread be eafy and fmooth, 
though it be not ftrewed with flowers. 
Human life admits not of continued 
pleafure; nor is it always rendered happy 
by great exaltation. Remember, that it 
is a middle region which is the native 
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SERS ftation of tranquillity. It neither afpires 


© 


www {to thofe heights of the atmofphere where 


the thunder is formed, nor creeps always 
on the ground. — Affe& not, on every 
occafion, to put yourfelves forward. 


._.Be content to retire fometimes into the 


fhade; and allow others to take their 
proper place. It will be eafily feen, 
that I fpeak not now to the ambitious and 
afpiring ; but to thofe who value tranquil- 
lity more than fplendid appearance in the 
world. | 

Such perfons I alfo advife, while they 
expect not too much from the world, 
neither, alfo, to form too high expea- 
tions from the charafters of thofe on 
whofe friendfhip they reft, and with 
whom it is their lot to be conne&ed, 
either in focial or domeftic relations. If 





you have looked for perfection any where, 


you will find yourfelf difappointed; and 
the confequence of this difappointment 
will be, that friendfhip will cool, and 


difguft fucceed. If you with to enjoy 


comfort in any of your connexions, take 
your fellow-creatures as they are, and 
look for their imperfetions to appear. 


You. 
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You know you have your own; bear with sE:RM. 


thofe of others, as you expect that they 
are to bear with you. ©As no one is with- 
- out his failings, few alfo are void of ami- 
able qualities. Select for your compa- 
mions thofe who have the greateft fhare 
of fych qualities; and value them accord- 
ingly.—In a word, make the beft of this 
world as you find it.. Reckon both on 
the ftate of human life, and on:the fociety 
of men, ;as mixed, and chequered with 
good and evil. Carrying always in your 
eyes fuch views of things, you will be beft 
formed to thofe equal fpirits, and that rear 
fonable difpofition of mind, which make 
the bafis of tranquillity. I fhall only add 
as my | 


Seventh, and laft, advice on this fubject, 
tO, mix retreat with the active bufinefs 
of the world, and to cultivate habits of 
ferious thought and recolleGion. I before 
advifed thofe who are not particularly en- 
gaged in active life, to form to themfelyes 
fome objet of purfuit, in order to fur- 
nifh proper employment to time and 


thought. But the great multitude of men 


S 4 are 
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required of them; bufinefs and cares prefs; 
and a¢tive purfuits occupy their clofeft 
attention. He who in this fituation pours 
himfelf forth inceffantly on the world, can- 
not ef{cape partaking much of its difturbance 


and trouble. Amidft buftle, intrigue, and 


diffenfion, he muft pafs many an -uneafy 
hour. Here an enemy encounters him; 
there, a ‘rival meets: him.» A > fufpicous 


friend alarms him one hour; an ungrateful 
‘one provokes him the next. I do not 
_ recommend, that, for thefe reafons, he who 


ftudies tranquillity fhould retire from all 
public bufinefs, and forfake the haunts of 


men. This were the retreat of a monk, 


not of a good anda wife man. Tranquillity 
were too dearly purchafed by the negle& of 
thofe duties which belong to a man and a 
Chriftian. Nor indeed in abfolute feclufion 


- from the world is tranquillity ever found: 


On the contrary, when the human mind is 
cut off from thofe employments for which it 
was defigned by nature and providence, it 


preys on itfelf, and engenders its own 


mifery. Tranquillity is always moft likely 
to be attained, when the bufinefs of the 
; 2 world 
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world is tempered with thoughtful and sERM. 


ferious retreat. Commune with your hearts 
on your bed, and be fill, Leaving this world 
to itfelf, let there be feafons which you de- 
vote to yourfelves, and toGod.  RefleGion 
and meditation allay the workings of many 
“unquiet paffions; and place us at a diftance 
from the tumults of the world; » ‘When the 


mind has either been ruffled or caft down, 


an intercourfe with God and heaven we find 
a fan@uary to which we can retreat. Inthe 
hours of contemplation’ and devotion, a 
good man enjoys himfelf in peace. He be- 
holds nobler obje&s than what worldly. men 
can behold. He aflumes a higher character. 


He liftens to the voice of nature andof God; _ 


and from this holy fan€tuary comes forth 
with a mind fortified againft the little dif 
turbances of the world. Such habits, there- 
fore, cannot be too much recommended to 
the lovers of tranquillity, as powerful fubti- 
diary means for attaining that happy ftate. 


I HAVE thus pointed out what appears 


‘~ to me the difcipline of religion and wifdom 


for tranquillity of mind. He that doth 
thefe things foall never be. moved.—During 
| the 
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SERM. the early periods of life, vivid fenfations of 
ll pleafyre are the fole objets thought worthy 


of purfuit. Mere eafe and calmnefs are 
defpifed, as the portion of the aged only 
and the feeble. Some longer acquaintance 
with the world, with its difappointed hopes 
and fallacious pleafures, teaches almoft all 
men, by degrees, to with for tranquillity 
and peace, But you muft not imagine, 
that thefe are bleflings which will drop on 
men of their own accord as foon as they 
begin to defire them. No: the thoughtlefs 
and the profligate, will ever remain ftrangers 
tothem. They will remain the fport of 
every accident that occurs to derange their 
minds, and to difturb their life.—The three 
great enemies to tranquillity are, Vice, 
Superttition, and. Idlenefs: Vice, which 


_ poifons and difturbs the mind with bad 


paifions; Superftition, which fills it with 
‘Imaginary terrors; Idlenefs, which loads it 
with tedioufnefs and difguft.. It is only by 
following the path which eternal Wifdom 
has pointed out, that we can arrive at the 
bleffed temple of tranquillity, and obtain a 
ftation there: By doing, or at leaft endea- 
youring to do, our duty to God and man; 


by 


» 
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by acquiring a humble truft in the er SERM. 


and favour of God through Jefus Chrift; 
by cultivating our minds, and irtineily 
employing our time and thoughts; by 
governing our paffions and our temper; 
by correéting all unreafonable ¢xpedtations 
from the world and from men; and, in 
the midit of worldly bufinefs, habituating 
ourfelves to calm retreat’ and ferious recol- 
leGtion.— By fuch means as thefe it may be 
hoped, that, through the divine blefling, 
our days fhall flow in a ftream as unruffled 
as the human ftate admits. The wicked are 
like the troubled fea, when it cannot reft. 
But the work of righteou/ne/s is peace; and 
the effetti of ee is gaicéne/s and 


affurance jor ever A 


* Vfaith, xxxii 17, 
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On the Misrortunes of Men being 
chargeable‘on themfelves, 


PROVERBS, XIX. 3. 


The foolifbne/s of man perverteth his way, 
and bis heart fretteth againft the Lord. 


Hew many complaints do we hear, 
from every quarter, of the mifery 

and diftrefs that fill the world! In thefe 
the high and the low, the young and the 
aged, join; and fince the beginning. of 
time, no topic has been more fertile of 
declamation than the vanity and vexation 
which man is appointed to fuffer. But 
are we certain that this vexation, and this 
vanity, is altogether to be afcribed to the 
appoint- 


~ 
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appointment of Heaven? Is there no 
ground to fufpe& that man himfelf: is the 


% 
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chief and immediate author of his own \ 


fufferings? What the text plainly fuggefts 
is, that it is common for men to complain 
groundlefsly of Providence; that they are 
prone to accufe God for the evils of life, 
when in reafon they ought to accufe them- 
felves ; and that after their foolz/bue/s hath 
perverted their way, and made them un- 
dergo the confequences of their own mif- 
\ condud, they impioully fret im heart againt 
the Lord. This is the do@rine which I now 
propofe to illuftrate, in order to filence the 


f{ceptic, and to check a repining and irreli- 


gious fpirit. I fhall for this end make fome 
obfervations, firft, on the external, and 
next, upon the internal, condition of man, 
and then conclude with fuch ferious and 
ufeful improvement as the fubje& will na- 
turally fuggeft. ; 

I, Let us confider the external condi- 
tion of man. We find him placed in a 
‘world, where he has by no means the dif- 
‘pofal of the events that happen. Calami- 
‘ties fometimes befal the worthieft and the 
. belt, 
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SERM. beft, which it is not in their power to pre- 


XIV. 


fener ane tad 


vent, and where nothing is left them, but 
to acknowledge and to fubmit to the high 
hand of Heaven. For fuch vifitations of 
trial, many good and wife reafons can be 
affigned, which the prefent fubje& leads 
me not to difcufs. But though thofe un- 
avoidable calamities ‘make a part, yet they 


make not the chief part, of the vexations 


and forrows that diftrefs human life. A 
multitude of evils befet us, for the fource 
of which we muft look to another quar- 
ter.—No fooner has any thing in the 
health, or.in the circumftances of men, 
gone crofs to their wifh, than they begin 
to talk of the unequal diftribution of the 
good things of this life; they envy the 
condition of others; they repine at their 


own lot, and fret againft the Ruler of the 


world. 

Full of thefe fentiments, one man pines 
under a broken conftitution. But let us 
afk him, whether we can, fairly and ho- 
neftly; aflign no caufe for this but the 
unknown decree of Heaven? Has he duly 
valued. the blefling of health, and al- 


sways obferved the rules of virtue and fo- 


briety ? 
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briety ? Has he been moderate in his life, SER M. 
and temperate in all his pleafures? If now , pein 
he be only paying the price of his for- 

mer, perhaps his forgotten indulgences, has 
he any title to complain, as if he were 
fuffering unjuftly? Were you to furvey 
the chambers of ficknefs and diftrefs, you 
would find them peopled with the victims 
of intemperance and fenfuality, and with 
the children of vicious indolence and 
floth. Among the thoufands who lan- 
guifh there, you would find the propor- 
tion of innocent fufferers to be {mall 
You would fee faded youth, premature 
old age, and the profpect of an untimely 
grave, to be the portion of multitudes 
who, in one way or other, have brought 
thofe evils on themfelves; while yet thefe 
martyrs of vice and folly have the aflurance 
to arraign the hard fate of man, and to fret 
againft the Lord. 

But you, perhaps, complain of hard- 
fhips of another kind; of the injuftice of 
the world; of the poverty which you fuf- 
fer, and the difcouragements under which — 
you labour; of the croffes and difap- 
pointments of which your life has been © 

. 5 3 doomed 
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Before you give 


aia. too much fcope to your difcontent, let 


me defire you to refle& impartially upon 
your paft train of life. Have not floth, 
or pride, or ill-temper, or finful paffions, 
mifled you often from the path of found 
and wife condua&? Have you not been 
wanting to yourfelves in improving thofe 
opportunities which Providence offered 
you, for bettering and advancing your 
ftate? If you have chofen to indulge your 
humour or your tafte, in the gratifica- 
tions of indolence or pleafure, can you 
complain, becaufe others, in preference to 
you, have obtained thofe advantages which 
naturally belong to ufeful labours, and 
honourable purfuits? Have not the con- 
fequences of fome falfe fteps, into which 
your paflions or your pleafures have 
betrayed you, purfued you through much 
of your life; tainted, perhaps, your cha- 


_radter, involved you in embarrafiments, 


or funk you into neglea& ?-——It is an old 


faying, that every man is the artificer of 


his own fortune in the world. It is cer- 

tain that the world feldom turns wholly 

againft a man, unlefs through his own . 
fault. 
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fault. Godlinefi is, in general, profitable SERM. 
unto all things.» “Virtue, diligence, and ae 
induftry, joined with good temper and 
prudence, have ever been found the fureft 
road to profperity; and where men fail 
of attaining it, their want of fuccefs is 
far oftener owing to their having deviated 
from that road, than, to their having 
encountered infuperable bars in it. ‘Some; 
by being too artful, forfeit the reputa-= 
tion of probity. Some, by being too 
open, aré accounted to fail in prudence. 
Others, by being fickle and changeable, es 
are diftrufted by all——The cafe com- & 
monly is, that men feek to afcribe their ral 
difappointments to any caufe, rather than 
to their own mifconduct; and when they 
ean devife no other caufe, they lay them 
_to the charge of Providence. Their folly 
leads them into vices; their vices into 
misfortunes ; and in their misfortunes they 
\ fret againft the Lord. 'They are doubly 
anjuft towards God. In their profperity, 
they are apt to afcribe their fuccefs to 
their own diligence, rather than to God’s 
bleffing ; and in their adverfity, they im- 
pute their diftreffes to his providence, 
Vor, IV. T not 
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not to their own mifbehaviour. Whereas, 
the truth is the very reverfe of this. Every 
good and every perfect gift cometh from 
above ; and of evil and mifery, man is the 
author to himfelf. 
. When from the condition of indivi- 
duals, we look abroad to the public ftate 
of the world, we meet with more proofs 
of the truth of this affertion. We fee 
great focieties of men torn in pieces by 
inteftine diffentions, tumults, and civil 
commotions. We fee mighty armies 
going forth, in formidable array, againft 
each other, to cover the earth with blood, 
and to fill the air with the cries of widows 
and orphans. Sad evils thefe are, to 
which this miferable world is- expofed. 
But are thefe evils, 1 befeech you, 
to be imputed to God? Was it he who 
fent forth flaughtering armies into the 
field, or who filled the peaceful city with - 
maflacres and blood? Are thefe miferies 
any other than the bitter fruit of men’s 
violent and diforderly paffions? Are they 
not clearly to be traced, to the ambition . 
and viees of princes, to the quarrels of 
the great, and to the. turbulence of the 
people ? 
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people Let us lay themi entirely out SERM. 
of the account, in thinking of Providence; J, 
and let us think only of the foolifbne/s of 

_ men. Did man control his paffions, and 

form his condu@ according to the ditates 

of wifdom, humanity, and virtue; the earth 

would no longer be defolated by cruelty 3 

and human focieties would live iri order, 
harmony; and pedce. In thofe fcenes of 
mifchief and violence which fill the world, 

let man behold, with fhame, the pidttire of 

his vices, his ignorance and folly. Let him 

be humbled by the mortifying view of his 

own perverfene/s; but let not bis heart fret 

againft the Lord.——From the external 
condition, let us proceed; 





Il. To confider the internal ftate of mat. 
It is certain that much difquiet and mifery 
may be found there, although his outward 
condition appear undifturbed and eafy. 
As far as this inward difquietude arifes 
from the ftings of confcience, and the hor- 
rors of guilt, there can be no doubt of its 
being felf-created mifery; which it is al- 
together impoffible to impute to Heaven. 

T@ But 
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But even, when great crimes, and deep 
remorfe, are not the occafions of torment, 
how often-is poifon infufed into the moft 
flourifhing conditions,of fortune, by the 
follies and the paflions of the profperous ? 
We fee them peevith and reftlefs ; corrupt- 
ed with luxury, and enervated by eafe; 
impatient of the fmalleft difappointment; 
opprefled with low fpirits, and complaining 
of every thing around them. How many 
Hamans, Hazaels, and Herods, are there 
in the world, who, from what they fuffer 
within, pafs their days in more vexation and 
mifery, than they who undergo the hard- 
fhips of poverty? Dare fuch men, in their 


-moft difcontented’ moments, charge the 


providence of Heaven with miferies of their 
own procuring? Providence had put into 
their hands the faireft opportunity of paffing 
their life with comfort. But they them- 
{elves blafted every comfort that was offered ; 
and verified the prediction, that the pro/pe- 
rity of Jools Joall deftroy. them™. 

» As it is man’s own, foolt/bnefs which 
rnins his profperity, we muft not omit to 


® Prov. i. 32. rm 
remark, 
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remark, that it is the fame caufé which SER™M. 


aggravates and embitters his adverfity. 
That you fuffer from the external af- 
flictions of the world, may often bé: ow- 
ing to God’s appointment; but whén; in 
the midi of thefe, you alfo fuffer from 
the diforders of your. mind-and_ paffions, 
this is owing to yourfelves; and they are 
thofe.inward diforders which add the fe- 
vereft fling to external affliGions. Many 
are the refources of a good and-a wife man, 
under all the difafters of life. In the midft 
of them, it is always in his power to en- 
joy peace of mind, and hope in God. He 
may fuffer; but under fuffering he’ will 
not fink, as long as all is found within. 
But when the {pirit has been wounded by 
guilt and folly, its wounds open, and bleed 
afrefh, upon every blow that. is received 
from the world. The mind becomes’ fen- 
fible and fore to the flighteft injuries of 
fortune; and a {mall reverfe is felt as an 
infupportable calamity. 

On the whole, the farther you fearch 
into human life, and the more you obferve 
the manners and the condu& of men, you 
will be the more convinced of this great 

oe truth, 
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truth; that of the diftreffes which abound in 
the world, we are the chief authors. » Among 

the multitudes who are, at this day, bewail- 
ing their condition and lot, it will be found 
to hold, of far the greater part, that they 
are reaping the fruit of their own doings ; 


their iniquities are reproving them, and their 


backfidings corretting them. Uniattainable 
objects foolithly purfued, intemperate paft 
fions nourifhed, vicious pleafures' and dee 


fires indulged, God ‘and God’s holy laws 


forgotten ; thefe, thefe, are the great feourges 
of the world; the great caufes of the life 
of man being fo émbroiled and unhappy. 
Ged hath ordained our’ ftate on» earth to 
be a mixed and imperfect ftate.. We have 
ourfelves*to blame for its becoming an 
infupportable one. If it bring forth no- 
thing to us hut vexation ond vanity, we 
have fown the feeds of that vanity and 
vexation ; ; and as we have fown, we mutt 
reap.—I now proceed to make improve- 
ment of thofe truths which we have been 
confidering, 


In the jirft Alien; let us be taught to 
look. real fin as ‘the fource of all our mi- 
ferics, 


being chargeable on themfelves. 


feries. It may fometimes affume the 
gentler names of folly, ‘irregularity, or le- 
vity ; but under whatever form it appears, 
it always imports a deviation from that 
facred law which ought to regulate our 
conduaé. It is ftill the roct that beareth 
gall und wormwood *; and in exa& pro- 
portion to’ the quantity of this poifonous 
weed, which we ourfelves have infufed 
into our cup, we muft expeé to drink: the 
waters of bitternefs. If the fooli/hnefs of 
man did not pervert bis ways, his heart 
would have no oceafion to fret againft the 
Lord. We would enjoy competent fatif- 
faGtion in every fituation of life; and, 
under its unavoidable evils, would: derive 
confolation from religion and virtue-—— 
Indeed, of every evil which we now en- 
dure, of thofe evils which we look upon 
to be the appointment of Providence, as: 
well as of others, fin is ultimately the 
caufe; as it was man’s revolt from God, 
which gave rife originally to thofe evils, 
and which rendered the chattifements we 
undergo, in this ftate of difcipline, necef= 


* Deut. xxix. 18. 
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fary, even for the fons of God.———But at 


prefent, we confine our obfervation to, 
thofe miferies of which men are the.im-. 
mediate procurers to themfelves;..and 
from them. alone, we. find . fufficient 
reafon to confider. fin. as the capital: foe 
to man; as the great troubler and dif-. 
turber of his life.’ To Providence, then, 
let us look up with reverence. On fin let 
our indignation be vented; and, what, is, 
of more confequence, againft fin and all, 
its approaches, let our utmoft caution. be, 





employed. As we. proceed through’ the 


different paths of life, let us accuftom our- 
felves to beware of fin, as the) hidden. 
fnake lurking among the. .grafs, from, 
whofe fatal touch we muff fly,in hafte, 
if we would not experience its fling.- 
Too many have no juft apprehenfions of 
this danger. fools, faid the wife man, 
make a mock at fin. A foolindeed he muft — 
be, who dares to think lightly, of it. He 
fhews not only the depravity of his heart, . 
but, what perheps he will be more afhamed 
to be charged with, he thews his igno- 
rance of the world. He fhews that he 
knows not, he underftands not, even his 

worldly 
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worldly intereft, nor the intereftand hap- SER™M., 
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pinels of basieieni fociety. 


Tite the eve: plade, Jet us. learn, from 
whathas been fet forth; ‘one of ‘the moft 
awful and important: of all truths, the 
reality of a divine government exercifed 
over the world, Blind*muit that man be 
who difcerns not the moft ftriking marks 
of it, in the doérine which has-been un- 
der our review. If there be a fceptic, who 
contends, that unreftrained liberty in the 
gratification of defire is‘ given to, man; 
that; in the fight of his Creator, all actions 


arevequal; and that no rule of moral con-— 
du&t hath been prefcribed, or by any 
penalty enforced ; in order to confute fuch) 


a man, we have not recourfe to reafon- 
ings, but fimply appeal to plain and ob- 
vious facts. We bid him look only to 
thes life of man; and take notice how 
every vice is, by the conftitution of things, 
conneGted with mifery: We bid him 
trace the hiftory of any one, with whofe 
condué he had particular occafion to be 
_ acquainted ; and obferve, whether the chief 
misfortunes which purfued him’ were not 

ay | brought 
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XIV. 


viour. We bid him remark in the hif-, 
tory of nations, whether public virtue has 
not. always exalted them ;..and whether 
licentioufnefs and crimes have not. paved. 


the way for their ruin. 'Thefe are tefti- 


monies to the truth of religion, which can- 


‘not by any fophiftry be evaded.» This is 


a voice, which {peaks its detect loud arid: 
ftrong to every heart. 

The fyftem upon which the: divine 
government at prefent proceeds plainly is, 
that. men’s own. wickednefs .fhould be 
appointed to corre them; that finners 
fhould de /nared in the work of their hands, 
and funk in the pit which themfelves had 


digged; that the back/lider in heart fhould 


he filled with his own ways. Of all the 
plans which could have been devifed for 
the government of the world, this ap- 
proves itfelf to reafon, as the wifeft and 
moft worthy of God; fo to frame the 
conftitution of things, that the divine laws 
fhould in a manner execute themfelves, 
and carry their fanétions in their awn 
bofom. When the vices of men require 
punifhment to be inflifted, the Almighty is 


5 at 
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at no lofs for minifters of juftice. A 

thoufand inftruments of vengeance are at 
his command; innumerable arrows are 
always in his quiver. But fuch is the 
profound wifdom of his plan, that no pe- 
culiar interpofals of power are’ requifite, 
He has no occafion to ftep from his throne, 
and to interrupt the order of nature. 
With that majefty and folemnity which be- 
fits Omnipotence, He pronounces; Ephraim 
és joined to his idols; let him alone*. THe 
leaves tranfgreffors to their own guilt, and 
punifhment follows of courfe. Their fins 
do the work of juftice. They lift the 
fecourge; and with every ‘ftroke which 
they infli& on the criminal, they mix this 
fevere admonition, that as he is only reap- 
ing the fruit of his own adtions, he deferves 
all that he fuffers. From what has been 
faid, I might take occafion, 





In the third place, to thew the injuftice 
of our charging Providence with a pro- 
mifcuous and unequal diftribution of its 
favours among the good and the bad. 


* Hofea, iv. V7 
That 


283 
SERM. 
XIV. 
Sw 


284 


On the Misfortunes. of Men 


SERM. That unequal . diftribution takes place in 
Mit appearance only, not in reality. The 


whole conduét of Providence fufficiently 
marks, which of thofe.clafles of men it 
blefles, and proteéts: The: profperity . of 
finners is no more than a’ deceitful fhow. 
The great materials of happinefs are pro- 
vided for. the, virtuous; and. evil never 
fails to purfue the wicked. —1 fhall clofe the 
difcourfe with obferving, __ 


In the fourth and laft place, the neceffity 
which plainly arifes from our prefent con- 
dition, of looking up to God for direc- 
tion and aid in the condu& of life. The 
relult of the whole doétrine I have now 
delivered is, that man’s happinefs or mifery 


is, in a great meafure, put into his own 


hands. In vain he complains of Provi- 
dence. If his heart fret againft the Lord, it 
is only becaule bis foolifone/s hath perverted 
his way: for on himfelf, and his own 
behaviour, it depends, to be free of thofe 
miferies which harafs the wicked.—But 
alas! when we fay, that this depends upon 
man, on what uncertain ground do we 
place his fecurity! Is aman, when left to 


himfelf, 


being chargeable on themfelves. 
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himfelf, equal to this ‘high truft that is SERM. 


repofed in him, this important charge that 
is committed to him, of attaining happi- 
nefs, by wife and irreproachable conduct ? 
Inconftant as he is in virtue, variable in 
his refolutions, foft and yielding in his 
nature to a thoufand temptations; how 


fhall he guide himfelf through fuch flip- 


pery and dangerous paths as thofe of hu-. 


man life; where many hidden precipices 
furround him; many falfe lights lead him 
aftray; and where the confequence of 
every ftep he takes may be deftrudction and 
ruin?——Thankful let us be to Heaven, 
that in this fituation, a merciful guide 
ftretches out his hand to aid us; that a 
celeftial light fhines upon us from above; 
that a divine Spirit is promifed to illumi- 
nate and ftrengthen us. Let us humbly re- 
queft of Heaven, that this Spirit of the 
Almighty may ever be our guide; never 
prefumptuoufly trufting in our own wifdom, 
but liftening attentively to the voice of God; 
and in a// our ways acknowledging Him who 
only can diredt our feps.— Upon the whole, 
let us hold faft the perfuafion of thefe 
fundamental truths ;—that in all his dif- 

penfations, 
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SERM. penfations, God is juft and good; that the 
EV. caufe of all the troubles we fuffer is in 
ourfelves, not in him; that virtue is the 
fureft guide to a happy life; that he who 
forfakes this guide, enters upon the path 
of death; but that he who walketh up- 
rightly, walketh furely; and that he who 
keepeth the commandment, keepeth his own 
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SERMON XV. 


On INTEGRITY as the GuIDE of LiFe. 





PROVERBS, xi. 3. 


The integrity of the upright fhall guide 


them.— 


Pe ROVE res and fin are, in this 
book of Proverbs, frequently con- 
‘trafted with each other, and the advan- 
tages of the former difplayed. The righ- 
teous man is fhewn to be more excellent 
than his neighbour, as the ways in which he 
walks are ways of pleafantne/s, while the 
way of tranfgrefors is hard. Honour is 
reprefented as attending the one, while 
fhame is the portion of the other. The 
path of the one leads to life; that of the 
other 
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other to deftru@tion. In the text, an ad- 
vantage of righteoufhefs is {pecified, which 
is not commonly attended to, and which 
fome will not readily allow that it pof- 
fefies. Weare told by the wife man, that 


_ it affords light and direQiion to condua, 


and will prove our beft guide, through 
all the intricacies of life. The integrity 
of the upright fhall guide them; or as 


itis added, to the fame purpofe, in a fol- 


lowing verfe, the righteou/ne/s of the perfect 
Soall direc bis way. Therearé many who 
will admit, that integrity is an amiable qua- 
lity; that it is entitled to much refpect, and 
in moft ‘cafes ought to influence our beha- 
viour; who neverthelefs are unwilling to 


- allow it the chief place in the direGtion of 


_theiz worldly conduét. They hold, that 


acertain artful fagacity, founded upon 


knowledge of the world, is the beft con- 
ductor of every one who would be a fuc- 
cefsful adventurer in life; and that a ftri@ 
attention to integrity, as his only guide, 
would often lead him into danger and 
diftrefs. In oppofition to tenets of this 
kind, I now purpofe to fhew that, amidft 
all perplexities and dangers, there is no 

, guide 
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guide we can choofe fo fafe, and fo fuccefl- SERM. 


ful on the whole, as the integrity of an 
upright mind ; and that upon every trying 
occafion, principles of probity and honour 
will condué& a good man through life 
with more advantage, than if he were to 
a& upon the moft refined fyftem of worldly 
wifdom. 


Ir will not take much time to delineate 
the character of the man of integrity, as 
by its nature it is a plain one, and eafily 
underftood. He is one who makes it his 
conftant rule to follow the road of duty, 
according as the word of God, and the 
voice of his confcience, point it out to him. 
He is not guided merely by affections, 
which may fometimes give the colour of 
virtue to a loofe and unftable character. 
The upright man is guided by a fixed 
principle of mind, which determines him 
to efteem nothing but what is honour- 
able, and to abhor whatever is bafe and 
unworthy in moral condu&. Hence you 
find him ever the fame; at all times, the 
trufty friend, the affectionate relation, the 
confcientious man of bufinefs, the pious 

Vot. IV. U worfhipper, 
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worfhipper, the public-fpirited citizen. 
He affumes no borrowed appearance. He 
feeks no mafk to cover him; for he acts 


‘no ftudied part; but he is\in truth what 


he appears to be, full of truth, candour, 
andd humanity. In all his purfuits, he 
knows no path but the fair and direc 
one; and would much rather fail of fuc- 
cefs, than attain it by reproachful means. 
He never fhews you a fmiling: counte- 
nance, ,while he meditates evil againft 
you in his heart. He never praifes you 
among your friends; and then joins in 
traducing you among your enemies. You 
will never find one part of his character 
at variance with another. In his man- 
ners, he is fimple and unaffected ; in all his 
proceedings, open and conliitent.—Such is 
the man of integrity fpoken of in the 
text. Let us now proceed to fhew, in 
what manner, and with what effe&t, inte- 
grity ferves for the guide of his life. 


Every one. who has begun to make 
any progrefs in the world will be fenfible, 
that to condu@ himfelf in human affairs 
with wifdom and propriety, is often a mat- 

ter 
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terof no fimall difficulty. Amidft that va- gE RM. 
rlety of charaéters, of jarring difpofitions, _*¥-_ 
and of interfering interefts, which take 
place among thofe with whom we have in- 
tercourfe, we are frequently at a ftand as 
to the part moft prudent for us to choofe. 
Ignorant of what is paffing in the breaft of 
thofe around us, we can form no more than 
doubtful conjectures concerning the events ' 
that are likely to happen. They may take 
fome turn altogether different from the 
courfe in which we have imagined they 
were to run, and according to which we 
had formed our plans. The fliehteft inci- 
dent often fhoots out into important con- 
fequences, of which we were not aware, 
The labyrinth becomes fo intricate, that 
the moft fagacious can lay hold on no clue 
to guide him through it: He finds himfelf 
embarrafled, and at a lofs how to aé&.—In 
public and in private life, in managing our 
own concerns, and in direCting thok of 
others, the doubt ftarted by the wife man 
frequently occurs; Who knoweth what is 
good for man in this life? While thus 
fatigued with conjecture, we remain per- 
plexed and undetermined in our choice; 
Ua2 we 
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we are at the fame time pulled to different 
fides, by the various emotions which belong 
to our nature. On one hand, pleafure 
allures us to what is agreeable; on the 
other, intereft. weighs us down towards 
what feems gainful. Honour attradéts us 
towards what is, fplendid ; and indolence 
inclines us to’what is eafy. In the con- 
fultations. whith we hold with our own 
mind, concerning our condu¢t, how often 
are we thus divided within ourfelves ; puz- 
zled. by the uncertainty of future events, 
and diftradted by the conteft of different 
inclinations ? 

It is in fuch fitzations as thefe, that the 
principle of integrity interpofes to give 
light and direction. While worldly men 
flu@tuate in the midft of thofe perplexi- 
ties which I have defcribed, the virtuous 
man has one oracle, to which he reforts in 
every dubious cafe, and whofe decifions 
he holds to be infallible: He confults his 
confcience. He liftens to the voice of 
God. Were it only on a few occafions 
that this Oracle could be confulted,- its 
value would be lefs. But it is a miftake 
to imagine, that its refponfes are feldom 

‘ given. 
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given. Hardly is there any material tranf sERM. 


‘action’ whatever in human life, any im- 
portant queftion, that holds us in fufpenfe 
as to practice, but the difference between 
right and wrong will fhew itfelf; and the 
principle of integrity will, if we'liften to 
it “impartially, give a clear decifion. 
Whenever the mind is divided within it- 
felf, confcience is feldom or never neutral. 


There is always one fide or other to which 


it leans. There is always one fcale’ of the 
balance, into which it throws the weight 
of fume virtue, or fome praife; of fome- 
thing that is ju/f and true, lovely, boneft, and 
of good report. -Thefe are the forms, which 
rifé to the obfervation of the upright man. 
By others they may be unfeen, or over- 
looked ; but in his eye, the luftre of vir- 
tue out fhines all other brightnefs.. Wher- 
ever this pole-ftar dire&ts him, he fteadily- 
holds his courfe.——Let the iffue of that 
courfe be ever fo uncertain; let his friends 


differ from him in opinion; let his enemies ° 


clamour ; he is not moved ; his purpofe is 
fixed. He afks but one queftion of his 
heart, What is the moft worthy and ho- 
nourable part? what is the part moft be- 

Us coming 
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coming the fation.which he.poffeffes, the 
charater which he: wifhes.to bear, , the 
expectations which good men entertain.of 
him? Being once, decided) as) to. this, he 
hefitates no) more. He. fhuts , his _ ears 
againft: every, folicitation.,.,, He purfues the 
direct Jine,.of, integrity, without, arming 
either to the right band orto the left. “Ae 
‘isthe Lord. who calieth,; .Him;] follow, 
Get him order what feemeth good in his 
* fight.’--—-It_ is. in this manner, that 
the jxtegrity ef the eight acts as HG 
guider _ 
BuT, as, upon a cicada view, it. may 
appear hazardous ;to., place. -ourfelves, en- 


tirely under fuch..a guide, Jet us. now 


proceed to confider what ;can be. faid 


“in. defence .of this. plan. of. condud, 


and what advantages, ferve; to recom. 
mend it. ao 
In the fiz# place, I affirm, that the guid- 
ance of integrity is the fafeft under which 
we can be placed ; that the road in which, 
it leads us is, upon the whole, the freeft 
from dangers, -: Perfe@ immunity from 
danger is not to be expeG@ed in this life, 
We 
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We can choofe no path, in which we may SER 
not meet’ with: dilappointments and mil- —— 


fortunes, Our life, at the beft, is a pil- 
grimage, and perils furround it. Againft 
thefe perils, the men of the world imagine 
that craft and dexterity furnifh, the beft 
defence 3 and if, many imftance, they 
over-reach the upright, they confider it as 
a manifeft.decifion in favour of their plan. 
But, inftead ofirefting on a few inftances, 
fet' us take an ‘extenfive furvey of the 
courte of humaw affairs. “Let us. inquire 
who'the perfonsare that,.in’all the dif 
ferent lines of life; have gone through 
the world with: moft fuccefs; and we 
fhall find; that. the men of-probity and 
honour form by far the moft confiderable 


part of the lift ;.we. thall find that men — 


of plain underftanding, -aGing upon ‘fair 
and direct views, have much oftener prof- 
~ pered, than men ‘of the deepeft ‘policy, 
who were devoid of principle. How few 
are the inftanees of perfons, who by fide 
lity, worth, and: ftedfaft adherence to their 
duty, have either loft their fortunes, or 
incurred general difpleafute, in times when 
human affairs were proceeding: in their 
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ordinary train? But how numerous and 
frequent are the examples of thofe whofe 
profpeéts have been blafted, whofe cir- 
cumftances have been ruined, and their 
names funk into contempt, by vice and 
difhonefty ? 

The man of the world aims at higher 
things, and more rapid fuccefs, than the 
man of moderation and virtue. But, at 
the fame time, he incurs greater rifks and 
dangers. No calculation of probabilities 
can infure fafety to him who is acting a 
deceitful part. Amid{ft the unforefeen vi- 
ciffitudes of the world, he has to dread 
not only difappointment to his plans, 
but the miferies alfo which deteéted fal- 
lacies may bring on his head. He walks 
on the edge of precipices, where a fingle 
falfe ftep may be fatal. He follows a 
wandering light, which, if it fail of guid- 
ing him by a fhort path to the palace of 
ambition, lands him in the pit or the lake. 
Whereas he who follows the guidance of 
integrity, walks in the high road on which 
the light of the fun fhines. - He fees before 
him the habitation of peace to which his 
fteps are directed ; and if he be longer of 

_ arriving 
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arriving at it, he is fure of neither wander- SRM: 


ing far aftray, nor of meeting on-his road 
with any forms of unufual terror.——Let 
it be always remembered that the prin- 
ciple of integrity which dire&s a good 
man, is far from excluding prudence in 
the condud of life. It implies no impro- 
vident or thoughtlefs fimplicity. On the 
contrary it is. clofely connected with true 
wifdom. A man of. enlarged capacity, 
and extenfive views, is always upright. 
Craft is merely the fupplement of inferior 


XV. 
ae 


abilities. It characterizes a narrow com- _ 


prehention; and a little mind.—As the path 
of integrity is on the whole the fafeft path 
of condua ; fo, 


In the /ccond place, it is unqueftionably 
the moft honourable.—Integrity is the 
foundation of all that is high in character 
among mankind. Other qualities may add 
to its fplendour; but if this effential re- 
quifite be wanting, all their luftre fades, 
Were I drawing the character of one who 
claimed the admiration of the world; and 
‘after | had afcribed to him eloquence, va- 
Jour, and every endowment that is moft 

fhining 
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SERM. fhiningyand captivating, did Tadd, that'he 
fisiisnkt was'a man of too much art to be trufted, 1 


appeal to.every one, whether, by this fingle 
ftroke,’the whole charafer would not be 
funk and degraded? An ‘interefted ‘and 
erafty man may perhaps fife into influence 
and high tation; he may be’a rich anda 
powerful, but will never ’be'a ereat, mans 
He may be-feared, and externally honouréd 
and-courted; but in thefecret thoughts of 
men he'finds no refpeét.' We all feel, that 
magnanimous fentiments: cannot dwell in 
the fame brea{t with felfithnefs and deceit. 
:' He who-relts upon ‘an internal principle 
of virtue.and honour will a with a dig- 
nity and a boldnefs, of which they are in- 
eapable who are wholly guided by intereft. 
He is above thofe timid fufpicions, and 
cautious reftraints, which fetter and em- 
barrafs . their condu@. That firmnefs 
which the confcioufnefs of reGitude in- 
{pires, gives vigour and force to his exer- 
tions on every great occafion, It adds 
double weight to all the abilities of which 
he is poffefled.. It even fupplies the’ place 
of thole abilities in which he is. defeétive, 
They who. oppofe him are obliged to 
4 honour 


the Guide of Life. 


honour, him;, They look up to hin with 
a fecret awe, as to one who moves’ above 
them, in a fuperior {phere 5. regardlefs. of 
their good, or, ill, opinion, of: jtheir pro- 
mifes or their threatenings: like one of 
thofe celeftial luminaries which holds its 
eourfe. through its orbit, without being 
affected by. any; commotions among, the 
elements below. Such a man-is trufted, 
and , relied upon,.as well as efieemed, 

becaufe all know where to find, him, and 
upon ‘what, fy fem he a@s. _ He attaches 
friends and followers to himfelf, without 
courting them; and though his progrefs 
towards, fame ORE be flow and. inter- 
rupted at firft by crooked arts, it is never- 
thelefs certain and fure. The public may 
be ‘mifled for a while, in judging of real 
merit ; but itis feldom unjuft at the laft, 
As perfons continue to come forward to 
view, and to act their part in trying cir- 
cumftances, their characters are at length 
fully afcertained ; and, almoft always, rated 
as they deferve. . How corrupt foever the 
world may be, they cannot withhold ap- 
probation from him, whofe condudt is 
marked by uniform integrity and honour, 
Enemies 
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Enemies he will have, but the public fa- 
vours him; the multitude of men with him 
fuccefs; and deftine him, in their thoughts, 


to every ftep of his preferment, before he 


arrives at it. 


In the third place, the plan of condué& 
on which the man of integrity proceeds 


is the moft comfortable; that is, attended 


with the greateft fatisfadion in a man’s 


own mind. Amidft the various and per- 


plexing events of life, it is of fingular ad- 
vantage to be kept free from doubt, as to 
the part moft proper to be chofen, He, 
who confults nothing but worldly in- 
tere, muft, upon every turn of fortune, 
undergo much painful fufpenfe. He is 
obliged to liften with anxious ear to every 
whifper of report; and upon every new 
ares which the face of affairs affumes, 
mutt ftudy how to place himfelf in a new 
pofture of defence. But the man of prin- 
ciple is a ftranger to thefe inward trou- 
bles. His time is not loft, nor his tem- 
per fretted, by long and anxious confult- 
ations. One light always fhines upon him 
from above. One path, the path of inte- 
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grity, always opens clear and diftin& to sERM: 
his view.—But this is not his only advan- Ys 5 
tage to be freed from embaraflments, by 
having placed himfelf under the charge of 
one conftant guide. -He is alfo rewarded 
with the fenie of having chofen his guide 
well and wifely. He is delivered from all 
inward upbraidings, from all mifgivings 
of mind, from all alarms founded on the 
dread of difcovery and difgrace. A good 
confcience enables him to look back on 
the part which he has acted, with {fatif- 
faGion; and to look forward to the iffue 
which it may bring without concern. It 
is in the cafe of one iffue only, that the - 
man who ads from worldly intereft can 
enjoy fatisfa@tion ; that is, when his de- 
figns have fucceeded according to his. with. 
But it is the felicity of the man who acts 
under the direction of integrity, that, in 
every iffue, he has fomething to comfort 
him. Though fuccefs has failed him, the 
confolation remains of having done his 
duty, and ftudied to approve himielf to 
God. 

This reference of all his actions to di- 
vine sy Sg furnifhes another fource 

2, of 
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Be EAS of fatisfaction and peace. -He looks up, 
‘“~~w with pleafing hope, to a protector in the 
heavens, who loveth righteoufne/s, and whofe 
countenance beholdeth thé upright. The man 
of worldly wifdom is conicious of having 
no title to the favour of that high admi- 
niftration which rules’ the univerfes By . 
quitting the path of righteoufnefs, he has 
left that ftraight road, in which God had 

- appointed him to walk. He has taken the 
direction of his way to himfelf, and chofen 
to be his own guide and mafter. ‘To his 
own abilities, therefore, fuch as they are, 
he muft truft; and is become wholly 
refponfible for the iflue of his condu@. 
But the man of virtue hath committed bis 
way te the Lord. He follows the divine 
fignal. He co-operates with the divine 
purpofe. The power which fways the 
univerfe is engaged on his fide. By natu- 
ral confequence he has ground to expeét, 
that any feeming difappointments which 
-he may now incur, fhall be over-ruled at 
the end to fome falutary effet. Hence 
that peace of God keeping the heart, to which 
worldly men are ftrangers. Hence a de- 


gree of firmneds and refolution in condu@, 
which 
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which it is impoffible for them to poflefs. srr. 


Efpecially when we add, 


In the fourth and laft place, that he who 
thus purfues a courfe of integrity, has al- 
ways in his view the profpect of immortal 


XV. 
None) aa 


rewards. That furely is the wifeft direc- ; 


tion of condu&, which is moft amply re- 
compenfed at jaft. But what recompence 
can worldly wifdom beftow, comparable 
to what is promifed by the gofpel to 
them who, by patient continuance in well- 


doing, look for glory, honour, and: immor= 


tality —The recompence indeed is diftant, 
‘but the hope of it is prefent; and hope is 
one of the moft powerful principles of 
human action. Let a man be firm in the 
belief that he is acting under the im- 
mediate protection of Heaven, and that 
through all eternity he fhall be rewarded 
for what he now performs; and, as far 
as this belief is prevalent, his conduc will 
be fteady and determined. Wherever re- 
ligion direéts him to hold his courfe, he 
will advance with intrepidity. He will 
fubmit to reftraints without reluCtance. 


He will meet dangers without fear. To 
every 
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SERM. every motive which reafon fuggefts in 
bg ih favour of virtue, the hope of life eternal 


adds fupernatural ftrength.—Accordingly, 
in the behaviour of many holy men, un- 
der the moft trying circumftances of dif- 
trefs, we behold this effect eminently ex- 
emplified. It appears, with much luftre, 
in the fpirited and magnanimous fenti- 
ments of the Apoftle Paul, when he had 
the profpect of death before him. Behold 
1 go bound in the fpirit to Ferufalem, not 
knowing the things that fhall befal me there, 
fave that the Holy Ghoft witnefetb that 
bonds and affiiétions abide me. But none of 
thefe things move me; neither count I my 
life dear unto my ves ,/o that I may jinifo my 
courfe with joy*.——I' am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my depar- 
ture is at band. -- I have fought a good, 
Sight; I have jinifoed my -courfe; I have 
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up 
jor me a crown of righteoufne/s, “which 
the Lord, the righteous Fudge foal give me 
at that day. 


* Acts, xx.022. t 2 Timothy, iv. 6. 
Tuus 


ithe Guide of Life. 


395 


' Thus I have endeavoured to fhew in sERM. 


what manner the integrity of the upright 
guides them; and what the advantages 
are of placing ourfelves under its guid- 
ance. If it be the line of fafety, or 
the line of honour, which we choofe to 
purfue; if we confult our prefent com- 
fort, or look forward to future rewards; 
in all thefe refpeéts the courfe which 
integrity points out is by far the moft 
eligible. 

It is a great recommendation of the 
guidance offered to us by integrity, that 


it is eafily underflcod by all men, Plans, 


of worldly policy are deep and intricate; 
and experience fhews how often the ableft 
perfons are miftaken in the meafures 
which they adopt for carrying them on. 
But when men’s intentions are fair and 
upright, it will be found, that a moderate 
fhare of underftanding and attention is 
all that is requifite, for conduéting them« 
felves with fafety and propriety. Provi«+ 
dence never intended, that the art- of 
living happily in this world fhould de- 
pend on that deep penetration, that acuta 
fagacity, and thofe refinements of thought, 
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which few poffefs. It has dealt’. more 
eracioufly with us; and made happinefs 
to depend on uprightnefs of intention, 
much more than on extent of capacity. 
For the moft part, the firft fentiment 
which ftrikes a good man, concerning 
what he ought or ought not to do, is the 
foundeft, and fuggefts the beft and wifeft 
counfel. When he hefitates, and begins 
to deliberate how far his duty, or his ho- 
nour, can be reconciled to what feems his 
intereft, he is on the point of deviating 
into a dangerous path. At the fame 





time, it is of great confequence that he 


who feeks to furrender his condué& to the 
diretion of integrity, fhould be well ap- 
prized of what true integrity requires. Let 
him guard againf{t burdening confcience 
unneceflarily, left a fuperflitious regard to 
trifle; lead him to relax in matters of 
higher obligation. Let him avoid minute 
fcrupulcfity, on the one hand. Let him 
keep at a diftance from loofe cafuiftry, 
on the other. But when he is fatished 
that his confcience has been well in- 


formed, let him, without wavering, 


radhere to its dictates in the whole of 


his 
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his condu@. This will prove the trueft SER™M. 
wifdom both for this world and the next. <a 
For he who walketh uprightly walketh furely. 

The path of the juft is as the fbining light - 

And it fhall /bine more ae more unto the 

perfect day. 
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— Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 


SERM. 
XVI. 


and foall we not receive evil 2 


EW fubjeéts of religious exhortation 
are more of general concern than thofe 
which refpeét the diftreffes incident to hu- 
man life. For no fociety; no family, no 
perfon, can expect to be long exempted 
from them; and when we fpeak of the © 
profperous, we can only mean thofe who 
are more rarely fubjec to them than others. 
Now, under thofe diftrefles religion performs 
two offices! it teaches us how we ought 
to 


On Submiffion to the Divine Will. 


to bear them; and it affifts us in thus 
bearing them. Materials for both are 
found in the words of the text, which 
contain a fentiment fo natural and juft, 
as to carry conviction to every reafonable 
mind. They were the words of Job, at 
a time when, to his other calamities, this 
domeftic affli@ion was added, that one 
who ought to have afluaged and foothed 
his forrows, provoked his indignation by 
an impious fpeech. Thou fpeakeft, Job re- 
plies, as one of the fooli/o women fpeaketh: 
What? Jhall we receive good at the hand 
of God, and fhall we not receive evil? 
Three inftru@tions naturally arife from the 
text: Firft, That this life is a mixed ftate 
of good and evil: Secondly, That both 
the goods and the evils in it proceed, from 
‘God; And, thirdly, That there are juft 
reafons for our receiving with patience 
the evils of life, from the fame hand which 
beftows its goods. 


I. Turs life is a mixed flate of good 


3°9 
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and evil. Thisisa matter of fad, which -/ 


will be denied by none, and on which it 
is not neceflary to beftow much illuftra- 
3. ) tion. 
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tion. It is evident to the flighteft infpec- 
tion, that nothing here is unallayed and 
pure. Every man’s ftate is chequered 
with alternate griefs and joys, difappoint- 
ment and fuccefs. No condition is alto- 
gether ftable. No life preferves always 


the fame tenor. . The viciffitudes of the 


world fometimes bring forward the af- 
flicted into more comfortable circumftances ; 
and often trouble the joy of the pro- 
{perous. This is the train in which hu- 
man affairs have ever been found to pro- 
ceed; and in which we may expea them 
always to go on. 

But though this be univerfally admitted 
in fpeculation, and often confeffed in dif, 
courfe, the misfortune is, that few think 
of applying it to their own cafe. The 
bulk of mankind difcover as much confi- 
dence in proiperity, and as much impa- 
tience under the leaft reverfe, as if Pro- 
vidence had firft given them affurance 
that their profperity was never to change, 
and afterwards had cheated their hopes. 
Whereas, what reafon ought to teach us, 
is to adjuft our mind to the mixed ftate 
in which we find ourfelves placed; never ° 

te 
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to prefume, never to defpair; to be thank- 
ful for the goods which at prefent we eén- 
joy, and to expe the evils that may fuc- 
ceed.—Thou haft been admitted to partake 
of the feaft of life. Its good things are 
diftributed in various portions, among the 
guefts. Thou haft had thine allotted fhare. 
Complain not when thy portion is removed. 
It is not permitted to any one to remain 
always at the banquet. 


II. WE are taught by. the text, that both 
the goods and the evils which compofe 
this mixed ftate come from the hand of 
God. A little refletion may convince 
us, that in God’s world, neither good nor 
evil can happen by chance. If there were 
any one moment, in which God quitted 
the reins of the univerfe, and {uffered any 
power to interfere with his adminiftra- 
tion, it is evident, that from that moment, 
the meafures of his government mutt 
become disjointed and incomplete, He 
who governs all things, muft govern con- 
tinually ; and govern the leaft things as 
well as the greateft. Me never /lumbers 
nor fleeps. ‘There are mo void fpaces, no 
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$ERM, broken plans, in his adminiftration; no 


XVI. 
bem yomad 


bleffings that drop upon us without his 
intention; nor any croffes that vifit us, ~ 
unfent by him. J am the Lord, and there 
as none elfe.» I form the light, and create 
darknefs. I make peace and create evil. { 
the Lord do all thefe things *. 

‘How it has come to pafs, that this life 
fhould contain fuch a mixture of goods 
and evils, and that the mixture too fhould 
be of God’s appointment, gives rife to a 
dificult inquiry. For how can any thing 
but what is good proceed from the God 
of love? Can. darknefs iffue from the 
fource of light? or can it be any fatif- 
fation to the Father of mercies, to behold 
the forrows of creatures whom he has 
made?—Here there was room for much 


- perplexity, till revelation informed us, that 


the mixture of evils in man’s eftate is 
owing to man himfelf. Had he continued 
as God originally made him, he would 
have received nothing but good from his 
Creator. His apoftacy and corruption 
opened the gates of the tabernacle of 


* [aiah, xlv. 6, 7. 
darknefs, 


* 
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darknels. Mifery iffued forth, and has ever SERM. 


fince purfued him. In the prefent condi- 
tion of his nature, that mifery is partly 
punifhment, partly trial. He is become 
incapable of bearing uninterrupted profpe- 
rity; and by the mixture of evils in his lot, 
merciful defigns are carried on for his im- 
provement and reftoration. 

What the text leads us at prefent to 
¢onfider is, the effect that will follow from 
imitating the example of Job, and refer- 
ring to the hand of the Almighty the evils 
which we fuffer, as well as the goods which 
we enjoy. Such a reference of the dif- 
trefsful events of our life to the appoint- 
ment of Heaven, not only is a duty 
which piety requires, but tends alfo to 
mitigate diftrefs, and to fuggeft confo- 
Jation. For to dwell, as is too commonly 
done, upon the inftruments and fubor- 
dinate means of our trouble, is fre- 
quently the caufe of much grief, and 
much fin. When we view our fufferings 
as proceeding merely from our fellow- 
creatures, the part which they have acted 


in bringing them upon us, is ojten trore 


grating 
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grating than the fuffering ‘itfelf. The 
unreafonablenefs, perhaps, of an enemy, 
the treachery of a friend, the ingratitude 
or infolence of one whom we had much 
obliged, add weight to a load laid upon 
us by means fo provoking. ‘The thoughts 
of their malignity, or of our own neglec& 
in guarding againft it, ferve to poifon the 
fore. Whereas, if inftead of looking to 
men, we beheld the crofs as coming from 
God, thefe aggravating circumftances would 
affect us lefs; we would feel no more than 
a proper burden; we would fubmit to it 
more patiently ; and many refources would 
open to us, as fhall in a little be fhewn, from 
thinking of the hand that lays iton. Had 
Job, when defpoiled of all his fubftance, 
thought of nothing but the Chaldeans and 
Sabeans who robbed him, with what violent 
paflions would he have been tranfported, 


and with what eager defires of revenge 


tormented? Whereas, confidering them as 
rods and inftruments only in the divine 
hand, and receiving the correction as from 
the Almighty himfelf, the tumult of his 
mind fubfided; and with refpedtful com-~ 
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pofure he could fay, The Lord gave; and SERM. 


the Lord hath taken away: Lleffed be the 


name of the Lord! This leads me, 


IlI. To confider the laft, and moft im- 
portant inftruCtion, arifing from the text ; 
namely, that there are many reafons why 
we, who receive good from the hand of 
God, fhould receive with patience the evils 
which he is pleafed to inflict. This is ftrong- 
ly conveyed by that interrogatory form of 
fpeech, in which the fentiment of Job is 
exprefled: What? /hall we receive good at 
the band of God, and fhall we not receive 
evil? In order to unfold all that 1s con- 
tained in this appeal made to every man’s 
con{cience, let us confider, 


In the fivf place, that the good things 
which God has beftowed, afford fufficient 
evidence for our believing, that the evils 
which he fends, are not caufelefsly or wan- 
tonly inflidted. Did we live in a world 
which bore the marks of a malicious or 
cruel governor, there might be reafon for 
diftrufting every ftep of his condua@. But 
gn the world which we inhabit, we behold, 

on 
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SERM. onthe contrary, plain marks of predomi- 


XVI. 


nant goodnels. We behoid the ftru@ure of 
the univerfe, the order of nature, the gene- 
ral courfe of Providence, obvioufly arranged 
with a benevolent regard to the welfare of 


men. “All the-artand contrivance of which 


the divine works are full, point to this end ; 
and the more they. are explored, create 
the firmer belief, that the goodnefs of the 
Deity gave rife to the fyftem of creation, 
What is the conclufion to be thence drawn, 
but that in fuch parts of the divine ad- 
miniftration as appear to us harfh and {e- 
vere, the fame goodnefs continues to pre- 
fide, though exercifed in a hidden and 
myfterious manner? 

Let me defire you te confider, whether, 
if fome powerful friend had placed you 
in an opulent and comfortable ftation, 
and, in the general condu@ of your affairs, 
had difcovered the moft difinterefted kind= 
nefs, ycu would not atcribe any occafional 
difcouragements you received, to fome un- 
known reafon or caufe, rather than to his 
unfaithfulnefs or cruelty? Ought not the 
experience which. we have had, and the 
dilcovery which all nature affords, of the 

diving 
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divine goodnefs, to lead us to put a like SERM. 


conftruGion on the evils which we fuffer 
from a hand that hath fo frequently load- 
ed us with good ?—~Have we forgotten, ‘ 
in the midft of our complaints, who 
brought us into the light of day; who 
watched over our helplefs infancy; who 
reared our growing childhood; and 
through ten thoufand furrounding dan- 
gers, has been our protector and guar- 
dian until this day? How often has he ref 
cued us from ficknefs and death, and made 
our hearts glad with unexpected com- 
forts? Now, that fome cloud is thrown 
Over our profperity, or fome bleffing 
withdrawn, in which for a time we had 
rejoiced, can we imagine that there isino 
good caufe for this change of his pro- 
ceeding? Shall we fufpect that his nature 
is entirely altered? Hath God forgotten to 
be gracious? Hath he in anger fhut up 
his tender mercies? No; let us fay with 
the Pfahmift, This is my infirmity; but I 
will remember the works of the Lord. I 
ill remember the years of the right hand: 
of the Moft High *. One fignal work of 








* Pfalm Ixxvii. g, 10. 
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the Moft High, at leaft, let us remember, 


and rejoice in the remembrance of it; 
even that final remedy which he has 
provided for all the evils occafioned by 
fin, in the redemption of the world 
accomplifhed by Jefus Chrift. He who 


— fpared not his own Jon, but delivered him up 


for us all, will he, in any cafe, wantonly 
affi@ the children of men with fuperfluous 
and unneceflary forrows? Is not this a 
proof fo fatisfactory, fo exprefs and de- 


monftrative, of the gracious. purpofes of 


_ God, as fhould difpofe us to take in good 


part every thing which proceeds from him ? 
Confider, 


In the /ecord place, that the good things 
we receivedrom God are undeferved, the 
evils we fuffer are juftly merited. Every 
reafonable perfon muft feel the weight of 
this confideration, for producing patience 
and fubmiffion, For, though to fuffer at 
any rate be grievous, yet to fuffer un- 
juftly is doubly galling. Whereas, when 
one receives a mixed potion, whereof the 
goods are above his deferts, and the evils 
below his deferts, to complain, in fuch a 

| cafe, 
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ground for being thankful. All, it is 
true, have not deferved evil equally. Yet 
all of us deferve it more or lefs; and to 
merit good at the hand of the Lord, is 
what none of us can pretend. At the beft 
we are but unprofitable fervants. Even this 
is mote than we are entitled to claim. For 
if God were to enter into judgment with us, 


who could ftand before him? who could. 


juftify himfelf in his fight? When the moft 
inoffenfive compare their conduG@’ with 
God’s holy law; when they refle& upon 
the duties they have omitted, and the a&iual 
guilt they have contracted, they will find 
more reafon to accufe themfelves, than to 
complain of the divine chaftifement. What- 
ever innocence any of us may plead, nay, 
whatever merit we may claim, with refpe& 
to men and the world, we fuffer no more 
than what we deferve from the Governor 
of the world; and of his difpleafure, we 
know that the wrath of man is no other 
than the inftrument. 

Not only all of us have done evil, bur, 
what ought to be particularly attended to, 
God has a juft title to punish us for it. 

¢ Although 
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Although a man know that he deferves 
punifhment, yet he will not allow every 
one to inflidtit. A child will fubmit to his 
parents, a fervant to his mafter, a fubje& to 
the magiftrate, when he would not bear 
correction from another hand. But no pa- 
rent can have fo,complete a right to autho~ 
rity over his children, no mafter over his 
fervants, no magiftrate over his fubjeés, 
as the Almighty hath-over us.- When we 
were born, we brought nothing with us 
into God’s world. © During our conti- 
nuance in it, we have lived on the good 
things which God was pleafed to lend 
us; and of which, God and our own con- 
{cience know that we have made but a 
forry improvement. When he thinks 
proper to take any of them away, no. 
wrong is done us; for they were not 
ours. To have enjoyed them fo long, was 
a favour. To enjoy them always was 
what we neither deferved, nor had any title 
to expect. 


Iw the ¢bird place, the good things 
which at different times we have received 
and enjoyed, are much greater than the 

4. evils 
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fenfiblé it will be difficult to perfuade the 
afflided, But would they weigh, in a 
fair balance, the whole of theit circum: 
ftanees, they would find it true; What= 
ever perfons feel at the prefent, makes 
fo ftrong an impreffion upon them, as very 


commonly to obliterate the memory of all - 


the paft. When one is imprefled with 
fome painful difeafe,in his body; or wrung 
with fome fore diftrefs of mind; every for 
mer comfort; at that moment; goes for no- 
thing. Life is beheld in allits gloom. A 
dark cloud feems to hang over it; and it 18 
reviled; as rio other than a fcene of wretch-= 
ednefs and forrow. But this is to be un- 
jaft to human life; as-well as ungrateful to 
its author: ——Let me only defire you to 
think how many days; how many months,! 
how many years you have paffed in health; 
and eafe; and comfort; how many plea- 
furable feelings you have had; how many 
friends you have enjoyed; how many blefi- 
ings, in fhort, of different kinds you have 
tafted ; and you will be forced to acknow- 
ledge, that more. materials of thank{giving 
prefent themfelves, than of lamentation and 

Vou IV. Y coms 





42t 


XVI. 


322 


SERM: 
XVI. 


2 f 


% 


On Submiffion to 


complaint. Thefe bleffings you will 
fay, are paft. But though paft, ought they 
to be gone from your remembrance? Do 
they merit no place, in the comparative 
eftimate of the goods and evils of your 
ftate? Did you, could you, expedt, that in 
this mutable world, any temporal joy was 
to laft for ever? Has gratitude no influence . 
to form your minds to a calm acquiefcence 
in your benefa€tor’s appointments? What 
can be more reafonable than to fay, “ Hav- 
“‘ ing in former times received fo many good 
“ things from the hand of God, fhall I not 
“now, without murmuring, receive the few 
“* evils which it pleafes him to fend.” 





In the fourth place, not only the goods 
of life are, upon the whole, greater than its 
evils; but the evils which we fuffer are fel- 
dom, or never, without fome mixture of 
good. As there is no condition on earth of 
pure unmixed felicity, fo there is none fo 
miferable, as to be deftitute of every com- 
fort. Entire and complete mifery, if ever 
it take place, is of our own procuring, not 
of God’s fending. None but the moft 
grofs and atrocious finners can be in fuch a 
fituation, 
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hope. In the ordinary diftreffes of life, it . ANS i 
is generally our own folly and infirmity 
which, upon the lofs of fome one blefling 
that we had highly prized, deprives us of 
fatisfa€tion in all other things. Many of 
our calamities are purely imaginary, and 
felf-created ; arifing from rivalfhip or coms 
petition with others, and from falfe opinions 
of the importance of objects, to which 

-cuftom and fafhion have annexed an ideal - 
value. Were thefe miftaken opinions once 
corrected by feafon, the evil would difap- 
pear, and contentment would refume its 
place. With refpe& to thofe calamities 
which are inflicted by God, his Providence 
has made this wife and merciful conftitution, 
that, after the firft fhock, the burden by 
degrees is lightened. Time brings a gentle 
and powerful opiate to all misfortunes. 
What is very violent cannot laft long; and 
what lafts long we become accuftomed to 
bear. Every fituation that is permanent, 
at length is felt to be tolerable. The mind 
accommodates itfelf to it; and by degrees 
regains its ufual tranquillity. Hence the 
greateft part of the evils of life are more 
ae terrible . 
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SERM. terrible in the } previous apprehenfion, than 


_XVI. 


in the actual feeling ; and it feldom happens 
but, in one corner or other, fomething is 
found on which the mind can lay hold for 
its relief. 

» How many, for inftance, do we behold 
around us, ftraitened in their worldly cir- 
cumftances, and yet finding the means to 
live cheerfully, with poverty and peace in 
the fame habitation? If we are deprived of 
friends whom we tenderly loved, are there 
not ftill fome remaining, from whom we 
may expect much comfort? If our bodies 
are afflicted with fore difeafe, have we not 
reafon to be thankful that our mind con- 


tinues vigorous and entire; that we are in 


a fituation to look around us for whatever 
can afford us eafe; and that after the decay 
of this frail and mouldering tabernacle, we 
can look forward to a hou/e not made with 


hands, eternal in the heavens?—I\In the 
‘midft’ of all diftrefles, there remains to 


every fincere Chriftian, that mixture of 


pure and genuine confolation, which {prings 


from the promifes and hopes of the gofpel. 


‘Confider, I befeech you, what a fingularly 
igri diftin€tion this makes in your fitu- 


ation, 
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ation, beyond the ftate of thofe. who, under 


the various troubles of life, are left zozthout. 


hope, and without God in the world; without 
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any thing to look to, but atrain of un-_ 


known ae and accidents, in which they 


fee no light nor comfort.—-Thank the Father. - 
of mercies, that into all the evils he fends he. 


infufes this joyful hope, that the /ufferings of 


the. prefent 1 time are not worthy to be compared e 


withthe glory | that [hall a revealed, in the 
end, » to. the virtuous and good. 


In the fifth and aft place, as the evils, : 


which we, fuffer. are thus alleviated by a 
mixture of good, fo we have reafon to be- 
lieve, that the evils themfelves are, in many 
refpects, good. When borne with patience 
and dignity, they improve and ennoble our 
character.- They bring into exercife feveral 
of the manly and heroic virtues ; and by 


the conftancy and fidelity with which we~ 


{upport our trials on earth, prepare us for 
the higheft rewards in heaven.—lIt has al- 
ways been found, that the prefent confti- 
tution of human nature cannot bear unin- 
terrupted profperity, without being cor- 
rupted by it. The poifonous weeds which 
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{pring up in that too luxuriant foil, require 
the hand of adverfity to extirpate them. It 
is the experience of forrow and diftrefs that 
fubdues the arrogance of pride, tames the 
violence of paffion, foftens the hardnelfs of 
the felfifh heart, and humanizes the temper 
to feel for the woes of others. Many have 
had reafon to fay, that it was good for them 
to be affitted*. When men take the tim- 
brel, and the harp, and rejoice at the found 
of the organ, they are apt to fay unto God, 
Depart from us, for we defire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty 
that we fhould ferve him? But when they 
are bolden in cords of affliction, then be /bew- 
eth them their work and their tranfgreffions 
that they have exceeded. He openeth alfa 
their ear to difcipline, and commandeth that 
they return from iniquity +. Is his cafe ta 
be deplored as highly calamitous, who, by 
forfeiting fome tranfient enjoyments of the 
world, purchafes lafting improvement in 
piety and virtue, and exchanges a few of 
the good things of this life for the better 
things of another? 


* Pfalm oxix. 72. + Job, xxi. 12.— xxxvi. 8. 
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- INFLUENCED by fuch confiderations as 
thefe, let us look up with reverence to the 
great Difpofer of events; and under any 
diftrefs with which he is pleafed to vifit us, 
let us utter no other voice but this; Shall 
ae receive good at the hand of God, and fall 
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we not receive evil ?2—-Men are too often ° 


ingenious in making themfelves miferable, 
by aggravating to their own fancy, beyond 
bounds, all the evils which they endure, 
They compare themfelves with none but 
thofe whom they imagine to be more happy ; 
and complain that upon them alone has 
fallen the whole load of human forrows. 
Would they look with a more impartial eye 
on the world, they would fee’ themfelves 
furrounded with fufferers; and find that 
they are only drinking out of that mixed 
cup which Providence has prepared for all. 
“¢ J will reftore your daughter again to life,” 
faid the Eaftern fage to a prince who 
grieved immoderately for the lofs of a be- 
loved child, ‘* provided you are able to 
_“ engrave on her tomb the names of three 
** nerfons who have never mourned.” The 
prince made inquiry after {uch perfons ; 
but found the inquiry vain, and was filent. 
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poeks We every reafonable perfon, who retains 
the belief of. religious principles, many alle- 
viating circumftances, and many arguments 


for patience,. will occun under every diftrefs, 


If we reft on this firm perfuafion, that there 
is a wife and juft Providence which difpofes 
of all events, we {hall have reafon to con- 


clude, that nothing happens to us here with- 
‘out, fome good.,defign. _ Trufting that. a 
happy termination fhall at laft arrive to the 
.difordets of our prefent ftate, we thall be 


enabled, amidft all the varieties of fortune, 
to, preferve that equanimity which befits 
Chriftians, and under every trial to fay, & 
is the Lord; let him do.what femelle god 


feu 


in bis fight, en Vee oe 
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~~ PROVERBS, XXVIl. 10.’ 


Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, 
forfake not.— 


WV RATEVER relates to the behaviour 
'" ®of men in their focial character is 
of great importance in religion. The duties 
which fpring from that character, form 
many branches of the great law of charity, 
which is the fayourite precept of Chrifti- 
-anity.: They, therefore, who would feparate 
{uch duties from a religious {pirit, or who 
at moft treat them as only the inferior parts 
of it, do a real injury, to religion. They 
are miftaken friends of piety, who, under 
5 the 
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the notion of exalting it, place it in a fort 
of infulated corner, disjoined from the 
ordinary affairs of the world, and the con- 
nexions of men with one another. On 
the contrary, true piety influences them 
all. It aéts as a vivifying {pirit, which 
animates and enlivens, which reCtifies and 
conduéts them. It is no lefs friendly to 
men than zealous for the honour of God; 
and by the generous affeQions which it 
nourifhes, and the beneficent influence 
which it exerts on the whole of conduét, 
is fully vindicated from every reproach 
which the infidel would throw upon it.— 
In this view, I am now to difcourfe on the 
nature and duties of virtuous friendfhip, as 
clofely connected with the ‘true fpirit of 
religion. It is a fubje& which the infpired 
philofopher, who is the author of this 
book of Proverbs, has thought worthy of 


‘his repeated notice; and in many paflages 


has beftowed the higheft eulogiums on 
friendfhip among good men. 4s ointment 
and perfume rejoice the heart, fo doth the 
fweetnefs of a man’s friend by hearty counfel. 
As tron foarpenet® iron, fo a man foarpeneth 

ibe 
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the countenance-of his friend. Make Jure of. SERM. 
thy friend; for faithful are the wounds of a SNL 
friend. A friend loveth at all times; and 

a brother is born for adverfity. There is a 
friend that fticketh clofer than a brother.— 

Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, 

it is faid in the text, for/ake not. | 


I must begin the fubje&t, by obferving, | 
that there are among mankind friend- 
thips of different kinds, or at leaft, con- 
nexioas which afflume that name. When 
they are no more than confederacies of 
bad men, they ought to be called confpi- 
racies rather than friendfhips. Some bond 
of common intereft, fome league again 
the innocent and unfufpeGiing, may have 
united them for a time. But they are 
held together only by a rope of fand. 
At bottom they are all rivals, and hoftile 
to one another. ‘Their friendfhip . can 
fubfift no longer than intereft cements 
them. Every one looks with a’jealous eye 
on his fuppofed friend ; and watches the 
firft favourable opportunity to defert, or to 
betray. 

Friendthips 
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Friendfhips too there-are of a different 
kind, and of a more refpeétable nature, 
formed by the connexion of political par- 
ties. It is not, perhaps, on felfith or crooked 
defigns that fuch friendfhips are originally 
founded. Men have been affociated toge- 
ther by fome public intereft, or general caufe, 
or for defence againft fome real or imagined 
danger ; and connexions, thus formed, often 
draw men into clofe union, and infpire for 
a feafon no {mall degree of cordial attach- 
ment. When upon juft and honourable 
principles this union is founded, it has 
proved, on various occafions, favourable to’ 
the caufe of liberty and good order among’ 
mankind. At the fame time, nothing is more 
ready to be abufed than the name of public’ 
fpirit, anda public caufe. Itisa name, under 
which private intereft'is often fheltered, and 
felfifh defigns are carried on. The unwary 
are allured by a fpecious appearance; and’ 
the heat of faftion ufurps the place of the 
generous warmth of friendfhip. 


Ir is not of fuch friendthips, whether 
of the laudable or the fufpicious kind, 
-that 
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that I am now to difcourfe; but of pri- SERM. 
vate friendthips, which grow neither out = 
of interefted defigns, nor party zeal: but 
which flow from that fimilarity of dif- 
pofitions, that correfponding harmony of 
minds, which endears fome perfon to our 
heart, and makes us take as much part in 
his circumftances, fortunes, and fate, as if 
they were our own. The foul of Fonathan 
was knit with the foul of David; and Fo- 
nathan loved him as his own foul*. Such 
friendthips ‘certainly are not unreal; and, 
for the honour of human nature, it is*to 
be hoped, are not altogether unfrequent, 
among mankind. Happy it is, when 
they take root in our early years; and 
are engrafted on the ingenuous fenfibility 
of youth. Friendfhips, then contracted, 
retain to’the laft a tendernefs and warmth,’ 
feldom poffeffed by friendfhips that are 
formed in the riper periods of life. The ' 
remembrance of ancient and youthful 
connexions melts’ every human heart; 
‘and the diffolution of them is, perhaps, 
the moft painful feeling to which we 
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SERM. are expofed here below.——But at what 
bie ever period of life friendfhips are formed, 
_as long as they continue fincere and affec= 
tionate, they form, undoubtedly, one of 
the greateft bleflings we can enjoy. By. 
the pleafing communication of all our 
fentiments which they prompt, they are 
juftly faid to double our pleafures and 
to divide our forrows. _ They give a 
brighter funfhine to the gay incidents of 
life ; and they enlighten the gloom of its 
darker hours. 4 faithful friend, it is 
ju@ly and beautifully faid, by one of the 
Apocryphal writers, is the medicine of life™. 
A variety of occafions happen, when to 
pour forth the heart to one whom. we 
love and truft, is the chief comfort, per- 
haps the only relief, we can enjoy. Mife- 
rable is he who, fhut up within the narrow 
inclofure of felfifh intereft, has no perfon 
to whom he can at all times, with full 
confidence, expand his foul. 


Since cordial friendfhip is fo great a 
blefling to human life, let us proceed to 


* Ecclefiafticus, vi. 16. 
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confider what duties it requires, and by SER My 


what methods it may be cultivated to 
moft advantage. The fundamental quali« 
ties of true friendfhip are, conftancy and. 
fidelity. Without thefe material ingre- 


dients, it is of no value. An inconftant 


man is not capable of -friendfhip. He 
may perhaps have affections which occa 
fionally glow in his heart; which excite 
fondnefs for amiable qualities ;\ or conneét 
him with feeming attachment to one 
whom he efteems, or to whom he has 
been obliged. But after thefe feelings 
have lafted for a little, either faisied 
intereft alienates him, or fome new object 
attraas him; and he is no longer the 
fame perfon to thofe whom he once loved. 
A man of this inconftant mind cannot be 
faid to have any mind at all. For where 


there is no fixednefs of moral principle, 


occafional feelings are of no value; mind 
is of no effet; and with fuch perfons it 


XVII. 
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is never defirable to have any connexion, ° 


Where conftancy is wanting, there can be 
no fidelity, which is the other bafis of 
friendfhip. For all friendthip fuppofes 
entire confidence and truft; fuppofes. the 

‘feal 


6 Oa Hrienabies 

~SERM, feal of fecrecy to be inviolable ;~ fuppofes 
promifes and engagements to be facred: 
and no advantage of our own to be purfued; 
at the expence of our friend’s honour: An 
inconftant man is wisn ai A faithlefs 
man. is bale; | 
- But fuppofing neither conftaney :not 
fidelity to be altogether wanting, flill how- 
ever friendfhip is in hazard of fuffering 
from the follies; and unreafonable hu- 
mours; to which all of us are liable. It 
is to be regarded as a tender plant mm an 
unfavourable foil, which, in order to its 
flourifhing, requires to be reared and nurfed 
with care. The following directions may 
be of ufe for promoting its cultivation, and 
preferving it from whatever might be apt 
to blaft and wither it; 


In the fief place, let me advife you not 
‘to expe perfeGtion in any with whom 
you contract friendfhip.. It holds in ge+~ 
neral with refpe&.to all worldly purfuits; 
that the more moderate our, expectations 
are, they are likely to be-the more fugceff 
ful. If, in any fituation of life, we hope 
to poflefs complete happinefs, we. may 

depend 
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depend on ¢eceiving mortifications. If, in $ pila oe 
any perfon, we truft to find nothing but Cot 


perfeGtion, we may be affured that, on 
longer acquaintance, we fhall meet with 
difappointments. In the cafe of friends 
fhip, this admonition is the more necef+ 
fary to be given, as a certain warmth and 
enthufiafm belong to it, which are apt to 
carry us beyond the bounds of nature. 
In young minds, efpecially, a difpofition 
of this kind is often found to take place. 
They form to themfelves romantic ideas, 
. gathered perhaps from fictitious hiftories, 
of the high and heroic qualities which 
belong to human nature. All thofe qua« 
lities they afcribe, without referve or 


limitation, to thé perfon with whom they. 


with to enter into intimate friendfhip ; 
and on the leaft failure appearing, aliena- 
tion inftantly follows. Hence many a 
. friendfhip, haftily perhaps contraéted, is 
as haftily diffolved, and difguft fucceeds 
to violent attachment.-Remember, my 
friends, that a faultlefs character on earth 
is a»mere chimera. Many failings you 
experience in yourfelves. Be not {fur- 
prifed when you difcover the like in others; 
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of whom you had formed the. higheft 
opinion. © The beft and moft eftimable 
perfons are they, in whom the feweft ma- 
terial defects are found; and whofe great 
and folid qualities counterbalance the 
common infirmities of men. It is. to 
thefe qualities you are to look in forming 
friendfhips ; to good fenfe and prudence, 
which conftitute the bafis of every-refpeG- 
able character ; to virtue, to good temper, 
to fleadinefs of affetion; and according 
to the union of thofe difpofitions; efteem 
yourfelves happy in the friend whom you 


choole. 


In the /econd place, I muft admonifh 
you''not to be hurt by differences of 
opinion arifing in’ intercourfe with your 
friends. . It is impoffible for ‘thefe' not to 
occur. Perhaps no two: perfons were ever 
caft fo exa@ly in the fame mould, as ‘to 
think always in the fame manner on 
every fubje&. It was wilely contrived by 
Providence, that diverfity of fentiment 
fhould'take place among men, on ptrpofe 


‘to exercife our faculties} and‘to give va- 


riety to human life. Perpetual uniformity 
5 of 
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of thought would become monotonous SERM. 


XVII. 


and infipid.—When it is with regard to ~~ 


trifles that: diverfity or contrariety of opi- 
nions fhews itfelf, it is childifh in ‘the laft 
degree if this become the ground. of 
eftranged affeCtion. When from: fuch 
a caufe there arifes any breach of 
friendfhip, human weaknefs is then dif- 
covered in a mortifying light. In mat- 
ters of ferious moment, the fentiments 
of the beft and worthieft may vary 
from thofe of their friends, according 
as their lines of life diverge,-or as their 
temper and habits of thought prefent 
objects under different points of view. 
But among candid and liberal minds, 
unity of affection will ftill be preferved. 
No man has any title to erect his own 
opinions into an univerfal and infallible 
ftandard, and the more enlarged that any 
man’s :mind is, the more readily he 
will overlook difference in fentiments, 
“as long as he is perfuaded that the mind 
of his friend is upright, and that. he 
follows the dictates of confcience and 
integrity. 
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SERM. In the ¢hird place, It is material to the 
aa: prefervation of friendfhip, that opennefs 
of temper and manners, on both hands, 
be cultivated. Nothing more certainly 
diffolves friendfhip, than the jealoufy 
which arifes from darknefs and conceal< 
ment. If your fituation oblige you to 
take a different fide from your friend, do 
it openly. Avow your condu&; avow 
your motives: as far as’ honour allows, 
difclofe yourfelves frankly; feek no cover 
from unneceflary and myfterious fecrecy. 
Mutual confidence is the foul of friend- 
fhip. As foon as that is deftroyed, or 
even impaired, it is only a fhew of friend- 
fhip that remains. What was once cor- 
dial intimacy, degenerates farft into formal 
civility; conftraint on both fides next 
fucceeds ; and difguft or hatred foon fol- 
low.—The maxim that has been laid 
down by certain crooked politicians, to 
behave to a friend with the fame guarded 
caution as we would do to an enemy, be- 
eaufe it is poflible that he may one day 
become fich, difcovers a mind which never 
_ was made for the enjoyments of friendship. 
{t is a maxim which, not unreafonably I 
admit, 
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admit, may find place in thofe political grr. 


and party friendfhips, of which I before 
{poke, where perfonal advancement is al- 


ways in view. But it is altogether incon-. 


fiftent with the {pirit of thofe friendthips, 
which are formed, and underftood to be 
nourifhed, by the heart. 


The fourth advice which I give is, To 
cultivate, in all intercoufe among friends, 
gentle and obliging manners. Itis a com- 
mon error to fuppofe, that familiar inti+ 
macy fuperfedes attention to the leffer duties 
of behaviour; and that, under the notion 
of freedom, it may excufe a carelefs, or 
even a rough demeancur. On the contrary; 
an intimate connexion can only be 
kept up by a conftant with to be pleafing 
and agreeable. The nearer and clofer that 
men are brought together, the more fre- 
quent that the points of contact between 
them become, there is the greater neceflity 
for the furface being fmooth, and every 
thing being removed that can grate or of- 
fend.—Let no harfhnefs, no appearance of 
negleét, no fupercilious affeQation of fu- 
periority, occur in the intercourfe of 

73 friends. 
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friends. ‘A tart. reply, a pronenefs to -e~ 
buke,) a captious jand contradictious {pirit, 
are often. known'to embitter domeftic life, 
and to fet. friends at variances’, In thofe 
{maller articles of behaviour; where men are 
100 apt to be carelefs, and to indulge their 
humour without reftraint, the real cha- 
racter is often underftood to break forth, 
and fhew itfelfi’..It_is..by, no méans 
enough, that in all matters’ of ferious’ in- 
tereft, we think, ourfelves ready to prove 
the’ fincerity of our friendfhip.;. Thefe 
eccur more. rarely. The ordinary tenor 
of life is compofed of {mall duties and of 
fices, which: men. have occafion. daily to 
perform ; and:it is only by rendering daily 
behaviour agreeable, that we can.long pre- 
ferve the comforts of friendfhip, 

‘In the fb place, Let me caution you 
not to liften rafhly to evil réports: againft 
your friends. Wheniupon proper grounds 
you have formedia connexion, be flow. of 
believing any thing againftthe-friend whom 
you have chofen. . Remember, -that. there 
is among mankind a fpirit of malignity, 
which too often takes pleafure in difturb- 

ing 


On F; viendbip. apes S 
ing the fociety of thofe who appear to en- SERM. 
joy one‘ahother.:The feripture hath warn. VT 
ed us that there is'@ whifperer ‘ho? i fe Cpa 
rateth chiéf friends; there isa fa Ver ‘qwitne/s 
who foweth difcord among brethren. Give 
not'therefore a ready ear to 'the officious 
infifitiations of thofe:who, ‘undér the guile 
of friendly. concern, “come to admonith you, 
that you | ought to fland' on your: ‘otard 
againft “thofe whom they fee you' difpofed 
to trufte- Confider, whether, undét this‘Fair 
appearance, théreinay~ not Ture” fortie fe 
cret envy and: ‘Fivitrys° ér-fome Concédled 
intereft.! -Chafe nét” evety® ‘Aying ‘keport, 

Suffer’ not the’ poifon® of jealouly eafily to 

‘taint your mind,’ and break your peace.’ 

A wide difference’ there is between that! 

weak. ‘credulity whith’ ‘allows “itfelf to be 
_impofed’ upon blindly,’ and: that ‘dark’ and 
fafpicious fpitit which vis always inclined’ 
-to’the’evil ‘fide. ’ It forms: part of the ‘cha-' 

racter of a wife and good man, that he is* 

not prone to Zake ep a eee egainft bie 

’ gli : 
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{n the fet and’ laft place, Let me ex 
eee “ye net to defert your friend in danger 
Lat or 
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or diftrefs, Too many there are in the 
world, whofe attachment to thofe they 
call their friends is confined to the day of 
their profperity.. As long as that conti- 
nues, they are, or appear ta be, affection- 
ate and cordial, But as foon ag their 
friend is under a cloud, they begin to 
withdraw, and to feparate their interefts 
from his. In friendfhips of this fort, the 
heart, affuredly, has never had much con- 
cern. For the great teft of true friendthip, 


is conftancy in the hour of danger, ad- 


herence in the feafon of diftrefs.—When 
your friend is calumniated, then is the 
time, openly and boldly to efpoufe his 
caufe. When his fituation is changed, or 
his fortunes are falling, then is the time of 
affording prompt and zealous aid, When 
ficknefs or infirmity occafion him to be 
neglected by others, that is the opportu- 
nity which every real friend will feize, of. 
redoubling all the affe€tionate attentions 
which love fuggefts. 'Thefe are the im- 
portant duties, the facred claims of friend- 
fhip, which religion and virtue enforce on 
every worthy mind. To fhew. yourfelves 
warm after this manner, in the caufe. of 

your - 
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your friend, commands efteem even from SERM. 


thofe who have perfonal intereft in oppof- 
ing him, This honourable zeal of friend- 
fhip has, in every age, attracted the vene- 
ration of mankind, It has confecrated 
to the lateft pofterity the names of thofe 
who have given up their fortunes, and 
have even expofed their lives, in behalf 
of the friends whom they loved; while 
ignominy and difgrace have ever been 
the portion of them, who deferted their 
friends in the evil day, Thine own friend 


Jorfake note 


Brrore concluding, it muft not be fore 
gotten, that the injundlion of the Wife 
Man in the text is accompanied with 
this remarkable expreffion ; not only, thine 
own friend, but allo, thy father's friend, for- 


Jake not. Thefe words bring back to our 


remembrance the days of former years; 
and fuggeft a fentiment, which cannot but 
touch every feeling heart. Thine own 
friend may be dear, thy father’s friend 
ought to be facred. As long as life remains 
in any human brea{t, the memory of 
thofe ancient ties fhould remain, which 

connected 
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SERM. connected us’ once with our father atid 
—~— our father’s houfe. Thy father has ‘per- 
haps, long ago, gone down to the duft. 
But whéa you recall°the innocent.days of 
childhood and‘ youth ; when you think of 
thofe family tranfaflions which once “glad= 
dened your ‘hearts 5 your father’s friend, in 
the midft of thefe, willvrife to your: re- 
membrance. | There was'a time when you 
accofted him with refpe&, or looked up 'to 
him with ‘fondnefs; and was made’ happy 
by his kindly-notice.. Does fuch a- one 
now furvive, and fhall he not ‘receive 
from you fome portion of filial reverence 
and honour? To difregard: and neglect 
him, isto fpurn your father’s memory ;' ‘is: 
to infult the afhes of him: who now fleeps 
in\the grave; is, to tranfmit yourfelves to 
thofe, who. fhall'fucceed -you, as unfeeling 
and bafe.. Thine own. ait ty and ria ea 
ther’s friend, io! lee mpih. Sit -22 . 


THAVE Finca out “fome of the ohites 
duties which belong to. virtuous. friend= 
fhip ; and fome of the principal means by 
which this facred bond {fhould be pre- 
ferved unbroken; this holy flame fhould | 

| be 
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be kept alive in the human breaft. The SERM, 


fpirit, and fentiments, which I have ftudied 
to infpire, are fuch as virtue breathes, 
and fuch as true piety fhould increafe. 
Ic is thus we fulfil that great law of love, 
which our. Divine Mafter taught. It is 
thus. we prepare’ ourfelves. for thofe happy 
regions, where charity never faileth ; where, 
in the prefence of the God of love, eternal 
and invariable friendthips, unite together 
all the bleffed friendfhips, which, by no 
human infirmity difturbed, by death never 
feparated, fhail conftitute, throughout end- 
lefs ages, a great and diftineuifhed portion 
of the celeftial felicity. 
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On the Conpucrt to be held with regard 
to Future EvenTs, 





_ PRovERBS, XXViL. I. 


Boaft not thyfelf of to-morrow; for thox 
knoweft not what a day may bring forth. 


i Hanes thefe words I purpofe to dif- 

courfe of the proper condu& which 
we ought to hold, with regard to futurity, 
amidft the prefent uncertainties of life, 
Time and life are always going on, and 
to each of us are preparing changes in our 
ftate. What thefe may be, whether for 
the better or for the worfe, we cannot tell; 
as it hath pleafed the wifdom of Provi- 
dence, to cover futurity with a veil which 

| no 
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no mortal can lift up. In the mean time 
none of us can avoid forming defigns, 
and laying plans, for the time to come. 
The prefent moment is never fufficient 
to give full employment to the ative 
mind of man, without fome excurfions 
into futurity ; and in thefe excurfions, the 
prefent is often wholly fpent. It is there- 
fore of the higheft confequence, that a pro- 
per dire€tion be given to the mind, in its 
employments of thought relating to futu- 
rity. Otherwife, in the profpeéts which 
we take of that unknown region, falfe 
hopes, or ill-grounded fears, fhall flatter 
or torment usin vain. We know not, as 
the Wife Man tells us, what a day may 
bring forth. It may, very probably, pro- 
duce fomething that we had not looked 
for; and therefore, inftead of boa/ting 
ourfelves of to-morrow, as the multitude 
are apt to do, it becomes us to be dif 
ciplined and prepared, for whatever it may 
bring. 


Ir is needlefs to fpend mych time in 
confirming the truth, which is the found- 
ation of the admonition in the text; in, 

proving, 
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proving, either that change and mutability 
belong to our’ prefent ftate, or that the 
changes of it cannot be forefeen by us. 
Thefe are truths fo obvious and confeffed, 
that an attempt to confirm them is like 
proving that all men are to die. At the 
fame time, obvious as they are, it were 
to be withed,- that the thoughts of men 
dwelt upon them more. For, by a ftrange 
but prevailing deception, it would feem, 
from the general condu@ of mankind, 
that almoft every one’ thinks, his own cafe 
an exception from the general law; and 
that he may build plans with as much 
confidence on his prefent fituation, as if 
fome affurance had been given him that 


it were never to change. Hence it has 


been often obferved by ferious perfons, 


that there is no more general caufe to 


which the vices of men can be afcribed, 
their forgetfulnefs of God and their negle& 
of duty, than to their prefuming upon 
the continuance of life, of pleafure, and 
profperity. 

Look butra little way, my friends, into 
your own ftate; and you muft unavoid- 
ably perceive that, from the beginning, it 

has 


avith regard to future Events. 


there fhould be no permanent ftability to 
man’s condition on earth. The feeds of 
alteration are every where fown. In your 
health, life, poffeffions, connexions, plea- 
fures, there are caufes of decay impercept- 
ibly working; fecretly undermining the 
foundations of what appears to you the 
- moft ftable; continually tending to abo- 
lithh the prefent form of things, and to 
bring forward new appearances, and new 
objects in their order; fo that nothing 
is, or can be, ftationary on earth. All 
changes and paffes. It is a ftream which is 


ever flowing; a wheel which is ever turn- , 


ing round. When you behold the tree 
covered with blofloms in the fpring, or 
loaded with fruit-in the autumn, as well 
may you imagine, that thofe blofloms or 
that fruit, are to remain in their place 
through the whole year, as believe that 
human affairs are to continue, for to-day 
and to-morrow, for this year and the next, 
proceeding in the fame tenor, To render 
this reflection ftill more ferious, think, I 
pkay gyob, :on what {mall and. inconfider- 
able caufes thole changes depend, which, 

7 affect 
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| SERM. affeét the fortunes of men, throughout 


XVIII. 


their whole lives. How foon is evil done! 
There needs no great buftle or ftir, no long 
preparation of events, to overturn what 
feems moft fecure, and to blaft what ap- 
pears moft flourifhing. A gale of wind 
rifes on the ocean; and the veflel which 
carried our friends or our fortunes, is 
overwhelmed in the deep. A fpark of a 
candle falls by night in fome neglected 
corner; and the whole fubftance of. fami-+ 
lies is confumed in flames before the 
morning. <A cafual blow, or a fudden 
fall, deranges fome of our internal parts 3 
and the reft of life is diftrefs and mifery. 
It is awful to think, at the mercy of how 
many feeming contingencies we perpe+ 
tually lie, for what we call happinefs in 
this world. 

In the midft, however, of all thefe ap- 
parent contingencies, plans and defigns 
for the future are every day formed ; pur- 
fuits are undertaken; and life proceeds in 
its ufual train. Fit and proper it is, that 
life fhould thus proceed. For the uncer 
tainty of to-morrow ‘was never defigned 


by Providence to deter us'from acting or 


‘ wha planning 
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planning todays but only to admonifh 
ausprthat we ought to plan, and to act, 
fobérly atid wilely. —What that wife and 
fobe condué is'which becomes us, what 
thecrules: and precautions ares wich, in 
fuchia ftate’as ‘outs, refpect futurity, I now 
prdceedioto fhéw.'-Lhey may be compre- 
hended in the followitig diretions, Boaft 
no thyfelf of to-morrow; Defpair not of 
to-morrow; Delay not till tomorrow what 
is proper to~be:done to-day 5 j Prepare thy 
felf-for whatevet to-morrow may’ bring 
forth; «Buildt thy hopes’ of happinefs- on 
fomething médre folid and lafting than 
what ‘either to-day or to-mortow will 
pte esti 44 . c 


i 1 In the Hott of the text, - Beap not 
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thyfelf of to-morrow ; that is, néver pre- 


fanie! arrogantly on faturity 5° in the moft 


faiiand promifing fate of fortine, beware 
Gf tide and’ vanity; beware’ of refting 


wholly upon yourfelves and forgetting 


Him ‘who directs the changes of this mu- 
table fate. If there be any vittues which: 


the, @néertain” condition of thé world in 
cuileates on mati; ‘they’ are, affiiredly, mo-' 


Mot. IV. Aa deration 
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SERM. deration and humility. Man was, for. this 


_XVLI. 


_ end, placed in the world, where he knows 
fo little of what is before him, that ‘he 


might be impreffed :with;a fenfe. of. his 
dependance on the Ruler, of the world; 
that he might feel the. importance of ac- 
quiring favour and protection from Heas 
ven, by a life of. piety./and virtué;! and 
that, not knowing how:foon his own'con- 
dition may be the fame with that of the 
moft wretched, he might be. prompted; to 
aét. towards all his brethren. the humane 
and friendly part. The favours which 





f ° * ees 
Providence beftows upon :him atipfefent, 


he ought to receive with thankfulnefs,.and 
may ,enjoy with cheerfulnefs. Though - 
commanded not to boaf him/elf of to-mor- 
row, the meaning of the.precept is not 
that he mutt be fad to- -day.. Rejoice he may 
in the day of profperity,; ; but certainly, 
Rejoice with trembling,y is, the infcription 
that fhould be written on; all .human 

pleafures. th 
As for them who, intamaned with thofe 
pleafures, become giddy and infolent; 
who, flattered by the illufions of profpe- 
rity, make light of every ferious admoni- 
5 tion 
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tion which the changes of the world give SERM. 


them, what can I fay too ftrong to alarm 
them of their danger ?——-They have faid 





to themfelves, My mountain fiands Jtrong, 


and fhall never be moved. To-morrow /fball 
be as this day, and more abundantly, I fball 


never fee adverfity—Rath and wretched. 


men! are you fenfible how impious fuch 


words are? To the world, perhaps, you 


dare not utterthem; but they fpeak the 
fecret language of your hearts. Know, 
you are ufurping upon Providence; you 
are fetting Heaven at defiance; you are 
not only preparing fharper ftings for yours 
felves; when the changes of life fhall come, 
but you are accelerating thofe changes ; 
you are faft bringing ruin upon your own 
heads. © For God will not fuffer pride in 
than; and the experience of all ages hath 
fhewn, how careful he isto check it. Ina 
thoufand memorable inftances, the courfe 


XVII 


of his government has been vifibly pointed . 


againft it. He /beweth firength with his 


arm, and fcattereth the proud in the ima» 


ginations of their hearts. The day of the 
Lord is upon every one that is proud and 
k —_ ? ; to humble the lofty ty looks of man, 

Aaz2 and 


£ 
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. and.to fain, the pride of, all glory *.- Some. 
of the minifters of divine difpleafure. are 
D saestiied to go forth; and to humble, 


without Heli: the inher af tO-MOFTOWs. 


sis Ag" we are not to pale fo eatin 
are we. to. defpair, of to-morrow. | The 
former admonition was direéted to thofe 
whom profperity had elated with vain 
hopes. This is defigned, for thofe whom, 
a more adverfe fituation: in life has; filled 
with fears and alarms, of what is| to HOME 
fame 5, “thou. Seine not hae a a may, 
bring forth, Tt may bring forth fome un- - 
expected. misfortune;.and. therefore thou: 
fhouldft be humble in prodperity. It may. 


; bring, forth fome unforefeen relief ; ; and; 


therefore. thou fhouldf hope: under dif-. 
tre{s,—It is too common with mankind,. 
toy be, fotally engrofled and, overcome by. 
prefent, events. , Their prefent condition,, 
whatever. it, is,. they, are \aptto imagine, 
will .never, change ; andhence by profpe-. 
rity.they are lifted up, and nse a ae are. 
bao a aks 5 1 Br. Maiaby it te xu, re 


se heme 
eee 
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ejefted and broken; prone, in the one 
cafe, to forget God, in the other, to re- 
pine againft him. Whereas, the dodtrine, 
- which the changes of the world perpetually 
‘inculcate, is, that no ftate of external,things 
fhould appear fo important, or fhould fo 
affe&t and agitate our fpirits, as to deprive 
us Of a calm, an equal, and a fleady mind. 
Man knoweth neither the good, nor the 
evil which is before him. In your patience, 
therefore, poffe/s your fouls: trufting in the 
day of forrow, that God hath not forgotten 
to be gracious; atid that, though weeping 
may endure for a night, joy cometh to the 

upright zz the mormng. . 
Diftrefs not yourfelves, then, with 
anxious fears about to-morrow. Let me 
exhort you to difmifs all folicitude, which 
goes beyond the bounds of prudent pre- 
caution. Anxiety, when it’ feizes ‘the 
heart, is a dangerous difeafe, productive 
both of much fin, and much mifery. It 
aéts as a corrofive of the mind. It eats 
out our prefent enjoyments, and fubiti- 
tutes, in their place, many an acute pain. 
—The Wife Man, in the text, has advifed: 
us #ot to boaft of to-morrow; and our Sa- 
Aa 3 viour 
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viour has inftruéted us to take no thought 
for to-morrow *, Both thefe directions, 
properly underftood, are entirely confift- 
ent; and the great rule of conduc, re- 
fpecting futurity, is compounded of them 
both ; requiring us, neither arrogantly 
to prefume on to-morrow, nor to ‘be 
anxioufly and fearfully folicitous about it. 
The morrow, fays our Saviour, /hall take 
thought for the things of ufelf. - We thall 
be better able to judge of the courfe moft 
proper for us to hold, when events have 
begun to come forward in their order, 
Their prefence often fuggefts wifer counfels, 
and more fuccefsful expedients than it is 
poflible for us to contrive at a diftance. 
By excefs of folicitude beforehand, we fre- 
quently introduce that confufion of mind, 
and that hurry and diforder of fpirits, 
which bring us into the moft unfavourable 
{tate for judging foundly.—— Wherefore, 
never indulge either anxiety, or de- . 





—fpair, about futurity, Affright not your- 


felves with imaginary terrors. Antici- 
pate not evils, which perhaps may never 


* Matth. vi. 33. 
; come, 
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come. Make: the beft which you can of 
this day, in the fear of God, and in the 
practice of your duty; and, having done 
fo, leave to-morrow to itfelf. - Sufficient 
jor the day, when it comes, will be the evil 
pins | 


IN? Detay not till to-morrow any thing 
which is fit and proper to be done to-day. 
Remember that thou art not the lord of 
to-morrow. . Thou art fo far from having 


any title to difpofe of it, that thou art ig-) 


norant of the moft material circumftances 
_relating to it; not only of what it fhall 
bring forth, but whether thou flalt live to 


fee it.—Notwithftanding the uncontrover-. 


tible evidenge of this truth, procraftination 
has, throughout every age, been the ruin 


of mankind. Dwelling amidft endlefs 


projects of what they are hereafter to do, 
they cannot fo properly be faid to live, as 
to be always about to live; and the fu- 
ture has ever been the sakiri in which the 
prefent is fwallowed up and loft.—Hence 
arife. many of, thofe misfortunes which 
befal men in their worldly concerns. What 
might at.prefent be arranged in their cir- 

Aa 4, cumflances 
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SEAM. cumftances with advantage, being delayed 
W, to another opportunity, cannot be arranged 


agree 


at all, To-morrow, being loaded with the 
concerns of to-day, in addition to its ewn, 
is clogged and embarraffled. Affairs, which 
have been poftponed, multiply and crowd 
upon one another; till, at laft, they prove 
fo intricate.and Sccaletila and the preflure 
of bufinefs becomes fo great, that nothing 
is left, but to fink under the burden.» Of 


him, therefore, who indulges this lingering 


and delaying fpirit in’ worldly matters, it 
is ealy to emma that the ruin-is not! 
far off. 
_ Evils of the fame Kind: arifing he iit 
fame caufe, overtake men, in their moral 
and fpiritual interefts. There are few, 
but who are fenfible of fome things in 
their character and _ behaviour, «which: 
ought to be correted, and which, at one 
tyme or other, they intend. to corredt; 
fome headftrong pafion, which they dei 
to fubdue; fome bad habit, which: they 
purpofe to reform; fome dangerous con- 
nexion, which they are refolved to break 
off. But the convenient feafon for thefe 
reformations is. not yet come. Certain 
obftacles 
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obftacles are in the way, which they ex- SERM, 

pet by-and-by to furmount; and there- XVI. 

fore they go on in peace for the prefent, 

in their ufual courfes, trufting, at a future 

day, to begin their defigned improvement. 

In the mean time the angel of death de- 

{cends; and, in the midft of their diftane 

plans, executes his commiffion, and carries 

them away.—Guard againft delufions of 

this kind, which have been fatal to fo 
many.—Thou art now in tranquillity, in 

health, in poffeflion of a calm mind. Im. 

prove thefe advantages, for performing all 

that becomes thee, as a man, and as a 
Chriftian ; for, who can tell how long thou 

fhalt be permitted to enjoy them? New 
alterations of fortune may be, juft coming 
forward; new troubles in) public, or in 

private life, about to rife; new exigencies 

ready to throw. thee into fome condition, 

‘which fhall leave thee neither leifure nor 
opportunity to execute any of the good 
purpofes thou haft at prefent in thy mind. 
Wherefore, trifle no longer with what is 

fo ferious, and what may be fo critical;. 

but to-day, while it is called to-day, \iften’ 

to the voice of God, and do his works, 
bois Do 
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Do now, as the Wife Man advifes, with 
thy might whatfoever thy hand findeth to 
do; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
wifdom, in the grave whither thou gocft*. 
Inftead of delaying till to-morrow 
what ought to be done to-day, let me ex- 
hort you, 





IV. To be every day prepared for what- 
ever to-morrow may bring forth. ‘There 
8 a certain preparation for the viciffitudes 
of hfe, in which the multitude are fuff- 
ciently bufied; providing, as they think, 
again{t whatever may happen, by increafing 
their riches, and ftrengthening themfelves 
by friends, connexions, and worldly ho- 
nours. But thefe bulwarks which they 
erect, are ‘totally infufficient againft the — 
dreaded ftorm. It is to fome other quar- 
ter we muft look for our defence; »for 
when it is the world itfelf, whofe changes 
we have reafon to dread, the world, and 
the things of it, cannot afford us pro- 
tection. The beft preparation for all the 
uncertainties of futurity confifts, in a well- 


* Ecclef. ix. 10, 
ordered 
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ordered mind, a good confcience, and a SERM. 


cheerful fubmiffion to the will of Heaven. 
You know not what. fhall be on to-mor- 
row. lButthere is one who knows it well; 
for his decree hath fixed it. To him 
look up with reverence: and fay, ‘ Not 
** my will, but thine be done; what thou,ap- 


 nointeft is ever wife, and juft, and good.” 


Seek to fulfil the part which he hath af 
figned you; to do the things which he 
bath commanded you to do; and leave 
all the reft to him. Whatever to-morrow 
brings forth, let it find you employed 
in doing jufily, loving mercy, and walk- 
ing humbly with your God; and then you 
fhall meet to-morrow without fear, when 
you meet it shou the site ibe. of 
guilt. 

If it fhall bring forth to you any unex- 
peGted good, prepare to receive it with 
gratitude, temperance, and modefty. If 
it fhall bring forth evil, prepare to receive 
it with manly - fortitude. Let no events 
_of any kind derange your equanimity, or 
fhake your conftancy. Contra your de- 
fires, and moderate your hopes. Expe& 
not more from the world than it is able to 
: afford 
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is naturally? mutable, will one day change; 
that what was defigned to’ be’ tranfient, 

will pais away.—Look forward’ to futu- 
rity without impatience. Be not_defirous 
to know it. It belongs to God. Let him 
bring forward the events of the world, in 
his own way. Imagine that you conti- 
nually hear thofe words, which our Lord 
once addreffed to Peter, when he was in- 
quiring about what was to happen to a 
fellow difciple, What is that. to thee? Fol- 
low thou me. Amidit all the uncertainty 
of future events, this road of clear and 
plain duty lies before you; follow Chrift, 
and inquire no farther. Seek no crooked 
path, in order to avoid impending dangers, 
Zurn not to the right hand nor to the left; 
but commit thy way unto the Lord; truft alfo 
in bim, and be foall sak to pafs the defi afi res 
v thy Reainte | 


V, Buivp. your Hebe of comer on 
fomewhat more folid and lafting than 
what either to-day or to-morrow are likely 
to produce.. From) what has been faid, 
you may clearly percian) that he who 

refts 
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houfe uponcthesfand,, This life, by means’ 
of wifdom and virtue, .may be rendered»to: 
a good, rman, a tolerable, nay a comfort= | 
able ftate. . But he who expedts: complete: 


happinels from it, will. be greatly. deceived. : 
Man, in his moft fleurifhing condition,. 


were much, to: be pitied, .if he was defti+ 
tute of any higherhope. Rolling from: 
change. to, change, throughout all the days. 


of. his. life, -with a’ dark),and tinknown 


profpe& always before him in futurity,, 
what would;avail a few fhort interrupted, 
glimpfes. of happinels,, which; from. timé to: 
time, he was permitted to. enjoy *, Canswe> 
believe, that,only for. fuch a ftate’as- thie, 
man was: defigned by: his great and gaod: 
Creator ?——No#i ‘Let us: dle/s! the God and: 
Father of our Lord Fefus Chrifi, who, accord-. 
ing: to his cabundant mercy, hath begotter use 
again into adlively hope, by the refurrettion of; 
Chrift. from the dead, to. an inheritance incor; 
ruptibles undefiled, and that fadeth not aways, 
Here is the Rock on which the mind, how-) 
ever toffed. by the ftorms of life, can fecurely, 
reft. Here is the obje& to which a wife 
man will bend his chief attention, that, 
2 after 
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fidelity and honour, he may be enabled,. 


through the merits of his Saviour, to look: 
for a place ‘in’ the manfions of eternal 
and untroubled peace. This profpeé& is 
the great corrective of the prefent vanity 
of human life. It gives fignificancy and- 
importance to its moft tranfitory fcenes ; 
and in the midft of its mutability, difcovers 
one fixed point of -reft.. He who is habi- 
tually influenced by the hope of immor-? 
tality, will be able to look without difmay 
on’ the changes ‘of’ the world) “He will 
neither boaft of to-morrow, nor be afraid 
of it; but will pafs through the varieties 
of lifeewith a manly and unbroken mind; 
with a noble fuperiority to thofe fears and’ 
expectations, thofe cares and forrows, which’ 
agitate'the multitude,—Such are the native: 
effets of Chriftian faith and hope. . To- 
them alone it: belongs, to furmount all the: 
difcouragements to which we are’now ex-’ 
pofed; to render our life comfortable, and: 
our death  bleffed ; nay, to make the day of 
our-atath better than the day of our birth. 
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On following the MuitirupE to do | 
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ExoDus, XXill. ae - 
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¥j 


<j Thou fale not follow a tnusltibatla todo evil — 


[N this: waated we are’ ipl as com= 


: panions ‘and‘affiftants to one another.’ 


Desieddings for’ moft of the comforts! of 


life, on mutual intercourfe and aid, it was 
néceflary, that, we fhould be formed to 
defire the company, and to take pleafure’ 


im the, good-will; of our fellows. But this 
fociability of man, though effential to his 
prefent condition, has, like many other 
good principles, been unhappily warped 


fhom: its original. purpofe ; and, in the pre~ 


fent 
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fent flate of the world, has proved the 
caufe of much evil. For, as vice has ~ 
abounded in évery age, it hath propa- 
gated itfelf,much more eafily, by the affift- 
ance of this focial difpofition. We natu- 


rally mould ourfelges on the pattern -of 


prevailing manners ; and “corruption is 
communicated from ofe to another. By 
mutually giving, and taking, the example 
of finful liberties, _licentionfnefs fpreads 
and grows; each juftifies himfelf by his 
neighbour; and the multitude of finners 
ftrengthen one another's hands to commit 
iniquity. In all the ages of the world, 
cuffom has: had nore. power \tham reafon. 
Few take the trouble of inquiring what 


-ispthe right paths the» greater, part <6 


- tent, themfelyes, with) following, that, in 


_ which, the, multitude, baveigone’ beford 


them. No exhortation, ; therefore, is more 
neceflary, to .be frequently given, ,arid.to: 
be ferioully enforced, than,that which, wé 
receive fromthe téxt; Toa faa not follow 
a, multitude todo Aviles sine. Fe Yiidsiogl 


> f f sheen Vos lot ig 
Fo. or ai aisfull view, he any danger. 
to which we'are expofedy is the firft' meax 


fure 
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fure to be taken in order to our fafety. og | 
Let us then begin the fubje& with’ con- oj 


fidering how much we are in hazard of 
being mifled into vice by the general man- 
ners which we behold around us.—No 


virtue’ is more-neceflary. to a Chriftian, 


but fcarcely is’ there any more difficult 
to be put in praétice, than that firmnefs 
of mind which can enable a man to main& 
tain his principles, and ftand his ground 
againft the torrent of cuftém, fathion, and 
example. Example has ‘upon all minds 
a fécret and infinuating influence, even 
when we ourfelves are infenfible of its ope- 
ration. We imperceptibly flide into fome 
refemblance of the manners of thofe with 
whom we have frequent intercourfe. This 
often fhews itfelf, in’ the moft indifferent 
things. But the refemblance is ftill moré 
readily contracted, when there is fome- 
thing’within ourfelves, that ledns to the 
fame fide which is, “countenanced by the 
practice of others. ‘We are always glad to 
find any apology for indulging dur inclina- 
tions and paffions; and the example of the 
multitude too readily fuggefts that apology. 
Even “before corruption has rhade great 

“Tou. IV. Bb progrefs 
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iil in our hearts, fometimes mere 
complaifance and good-nature incline-us to 
fall in with the ways of others. Sometimes 
timidity and falfe fhame prevent our dif- 
fering from them: Frequently expeCation 


and intereft impel us ftrongly to comply. 


How great is the danger we incur, when, 


in times of prevailing vice, all thefe prin- 


ciples of imitation and compliance. unite 
together again{t, our virtue? 

, The world is too juftly faid by Scrip- 
ture, to fie in wickednefs: it is a {chool 
wherein every vice is taught, and too eafily 
learned. Even from our earlieftchild- 
hood, falfe fentiments. are inftilled into 
our minds. We are bred up.in admira~ 
tion of the external thew of life. Weare 
accuftomed, as foon as we can underftand 
any thing, to hear riches.and honours 
fpoken of as the chief goods of men, and 
propofed to us as the objeGs to which our 
future purfuits are to be directed., We 
fee the meafures of outward refpe&t and, 
deference taken from thefe alone. Reli- 
gion and virtue are recommended | to Us, 


in a formal .manner,.by our teachers and. 


inftructors 5, but all improvements , of, ithe 
MEDAL mind 
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mind and heart are vifibly’ placed, by the 
world, in an inferior rank ‘to’ the -ad~ 

vantages of fortune. Vices that chancé'to’ 
be. fafhionable, are treated as flight fail. 
ings; and coloured over, in common ‘dift! 
-courfe;: with’ thofe foft-and: gentle names) 
which: exprefs. no condemnation, Wei 
enter, pefthaps, on the world,:witk good? 
principles,,and an averfidn to downright: 
vice. > But. when, as we: advance: im ‘life,: 
we; become initiated in that; myfkery' lok: 
iniquity, which +is|.called! the» way iof thes 
world; when{we, meet; with |deceit::and. 
artifice in’ all ranks of-mens: when - werbdss 
hold Aniquity-s oauthorifed, by, great mamiesy: 
and often, rewarded . with fuccefs and:ad=; 
vancement, our; gxiginal: good impreffions' 
too foon decay. «;Uhe-praGice of the multi-; 
tude renders vice,familiar to our thoughts! 
and, ; gtadually wears .off the «abhornerice: 
with which ;we-oncesbeheld it... We begin, 
_ to.think,,.that;-what. is .fo very general}, 
cannot be highly.crimingh: ‘The malignity: 
of, si appears, diminjthed by foymany, 
being fharers. in:the.xeprosch ; -and inftead! 
of, men's; yices detracting, as ‘they ought 


— to.qo, from our; good opiniog of the mens, 


ie | Bb2 our 
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_ conciles: us to the vices of which they are 


ginktywets gn! TOT Kh wey 
_ The: countenance } which: ‘fin receives 
fromthe: praGtice: of the! multitude: not 
only removes the*reftraints which’ are im- 
poféd by: modefty and fhame; but, fuch is 
the degeneracy of the world;'the fhanie 
is toovoften employed again ‘the*canfe’ of 
religion and: virtue; ‘The ridicule of the. 
giddy:and unthinking’ bears -down’ the 
conviGion of the fober: and’ modeft.: 
Againft: their own belief, they” appear té 
adoptthe notions “of the “infidel + and 
againfrtheir‘own choice, they join in the 
vices lof theolibertine ; that ‘they’may not 
beioteproached as perfons “of a°°narrow 
mindy: and ftilb erflaved to thé prejudices’ 
ofeducation! How lmitichovéafoa is’ there’ 
foobeliéve: that;? nicreby” fron this timidity 
ofitethpor, many, whofe principles! aré oi 
tHeifidegof tligion “and: Virtde! ‘are ‘Hever 
thelefs ‘fourd! toalking tn the! way of inners; 
and fitting in the’ hair” of ‘the Jcornful? 
Intereft,! too,: soften coincides” “with © this 
wegknele of ‘difpofition in tempting fuck 
perfons tb follow the ‘mulriude! "To Fall 


au possi in 
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in with the prevailing tafte, to fuit them- SERM. 
felves to the paflions of the great, or to , 4 


the humours of the low, with whom they 
cliance to be conneéted, appears: the réa- 
dieft way to rife in the world. Hence 
they are naturally led to relinquifh the 
firmnefs of ah upright character for’ that 
fupple and verfable turn, which accommo- 
dates itfelf to the times, and affumes what- 
ever appearance feems moft convenient 
for intereft. Such are the dangers to 
which we are expofed, in times. of cor- 
ruption, of following the multitude to do evil ; 
dangers which require our moft ferious 
attention and care, in order to guard our- 
felves againft them.—lI proceed to lay fuch 
confiderations before you as may be shied 
for that purpofe. 





In the jirf place, Let us remember that 
the multitude are very bad guides; are fo 
far from having a title to implicit regard, 
that he who blindly follows them, may be 
prefumed to err. For prejudice and paf- 
fion are known to fway the crowd. They 
are ftruck by the outfide of things; they 
ia a fuperficially, admire falfe appear- 
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ances, and purfue falfe goods. Their opi- 
nions are for the moft part haftily formed, 
and of courfe are variable, floating, and 
inconfiftent. In every. age, show fmall 
is the number of thofe who are guided 
by reafon and calm inquiry?..How few 
do we find, who have the wifdom to think 
and judge for themfelves, and have fteadi- 
nefs to: follow out their own judgment? 
Ignorance, and low-education, darken the 
views of the vulgar. Fafhion and pre- 
judice, vanity and pleafure, corrupt the 
fentiments of the great. The example of 
neither affords any -ftandard of what is 
right and wife. If the philofopher, when 
employed in the purfuit of truth, finds it 
neceflary to difregard eftablifhed preju- 
dices and popular opinion, fhall we, in the 
more important inquiry after the rule of 
life, fubmit to fuch blind guidance as the 
practice of the many; efteeming whatever 
they admire, and following wherever they 
lead? Be aflured, that he who fets up the 
general opinion. as the ftandard of truth, 
or the general praGtice as the meafure fe 
tight, is likely, upon fuch a foundation, 
to build no other fuperftru@ure except 

| vice 
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vice and folly.—If the practice of the mul- 
titude be a good pattern for our imitation, 
their opinions furely fhould be as good a 


375 


SERM. 
XIX. 
Cronin pmemagan! 


rule for our belief. Upon this principle, — 


we muft exchange Chriflianity for Pagan- 
ifm or Mahometanifm, and the light of 
the Reformation for the fuperftitions of 
Popery ; for thefe latter have ever had, and 
ftill have, the numbers and the multitude 
on their fide.—Our Saviour has fufficiently 
charaCterifed the way of the world, when 
he defcribes the Jroad road in which the 
multitudes go, as the road which leads 
to deftruction ; and the path which leads to 
happinefs, as a xarrow path, which fewer 
find. From which it is an eafy inference, 
that to have the multitude on our fide, is 
fo far from affording any prefumption of 
our being fafe, that it fhould lead us to 
fufpe&t that we are holding the courfe of 
danger. | | 


In the fecond place, As the pradtice .of 
the multitude is no argument of a good 
practice, fo it cannot afford us either jufti- 
fication, or fafety, in what is evil.—lIt 
affords us, I fay, no juftification, Truth 
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SERN and error, virtue and vice, are things of 
ae oF immutable nature. The difference be~ 


| 


tween them is grounded on that bafis of 
eternal reafon, which no opinions or cu 
toms of men can affect or alter. Whether 
virtue. be efteemed, or not, in the world, 
this makes it neither more nor lefs efti- 
mable in itfelf. ‘It carries always a divine 
authority, which men cannot impair. It 
fhines with an effential luftre, which praife 
cannot brighten, nor reproach tarnifh. 
It has a right to regulate the opinions 
of men; but by their opinions cannot 
be controlled. Its nature continues in- 
variably the fame, though all the mul- 
titude of fools fhould concur in endea- 


-vouring to turn it into ridicule. Wo unto 


ihem, fays the prophet Haiah, ¢hat call 
evil good, and good evil; that put dark- 
nefs for light, and hgbt for darknefs; that 
put bitter for weet, and fweet for bitter !— 
Their root fball be as rottenne/s, and their 
bloom fhall go up as duft ; becaufe they have 
caft away the law of the Lord of Hofts, 
and defpifed the word of the Holy One of 
Wrael*, 
* Waiah, v. 20. 24. 


3 As 
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. As the praGice of the multitude fur- SERM. 
nifhes no juftification to the finner, fo .*!*: 
neither does it afford him any fafety. Re- 
ligion is altogether a matter of perfonal 
concern, God hath delivered to every 
man the rule of life; and every man muft 
think and aét for himfelf; becaufe for 
himfelf he is to anfwer. . If others be 
wicked, it will be the worfe for them; but 
it will not, on that account, be the better 
for us, if we fhall be evil alfo. Let vice 
be ever fo prevalent, it is ftill that evil 
thing which the Lord abhborreth; and, 
though hand join in band, the wicked thall 
not efcape unpunifhed. So far is the 
number of offenders from furnifhing any 
ground of fafety, that it calls more loudly 
for divine juftice to interpofe. It is as 
-eafy for the Almighty arm to crufh a 
whole guilty fociety, as to punifh a fingle 
individual ; and when the difobedient fub- 
jes of God countenance and ftrengthen 
one another in licentioufnefs, by tranf- 
grefling in troops and bands, it becomes 
high time for his government to exert 
itfelf and let its vengeance forth.—One 
could fcarcely think that any profeffor of 
Chriftian 
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SERM. Chriftian faith would fancy to himfelf 
eae, any apology from the way of the world, 


when he. knows that the declared defign 
of his religion, was, to diftinguifh him 
from the-world, which is faid to He in fin; 
and that Chrift came to call out for him- 


felf a peculiar people, whofe character it 


fhould be, zot fo be conformed to the world, 
but transformed by the renewing of their 
minds.—So little, indeed, can the practice 
of the world either juftify or extenuate 
vice, that it deferves our ferious  confi- 
deration. ) 


In the ¢hird place, Whether there be 
not feveral circumftances, which peculiarly 
aggravate the guilt of thofe who follow 
the multitude in evil? Do you not, there- 
by, ftrengthen the power of fin, and per- 
petuate the pernicious influence of bad 
example? By ftriking off from the cor- 
rupted crowd, you might be eminently 
ufeful; you might animate and recover 
many, whom weaknefs and timidity. keep 
under bondage to the cuftoms of the 
world: Whereas, by tamely yielding to the 
current of vice, you render that current 

ftronger 
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ftronger for carrying others along; you SERM. 


XIX. 


add weight and ftability to the bad caufe; oY 


you lend to the multitude all the force of | 


your example, for drawing others after 
them to the commiffion of evil.—While 
you are thus acceffory to the ruin of others, 
you are, at the fame time, ftamping 
your own charafter with the fouleft and 
deepeft impreflions of corruption. By fur- 
rendering your judgment, and your con- 
{cience to the multitude, you betray the 
rights, and degrade the honour, of the 
rational nature. Nothing great or worthy 
can be expected of him, who, inftead of 
confidering what is right in itfelf, and 
what part it is fitteft for one in his ftation 
to act, is only confidering what the world 
will think, or fay of him; what fort. of 
behaviour will pafs with the faireft fhow, 
and be moft calculated to pleafe the many. 
When a man has thus given up the li- 
berty and independence of his mind, we 
can no longer reckon upon him in any 
thing. We cannot tell how far he may be 
carried in vice. There is too much ground 
to dread, that he will lie, diflemble, and 
belay ; changing himfelf, without fcruple, 

7 into 
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SERM. into every fhape that will find favour 


among thofe whom he feeks to gain.— 
While this fervility to the word infers 
bafenefs towards men, it involves alfo the 
higheft impiety towards God. It thews 
that we yield to the world that reverence 
and fubmiffion which is only due to the 
divine law. We treat the government of 
the Almighty with fcorn; asif his precepts 
deferved to be obeyed, only when they 
fuited the caprice and the follies of the 
multitude; and were entitled to no regard, 
as foon as they contradicted the reigning 
cuftoms and fafhions of the world.—While 
fuch condué carries in it fo much wicked- 
nefs and folly, let us obferve, 


In the fourth place, That the moft excel- 
lent and honourable charaéter which can 
adorn a man and a Chriftian, is acquired 
by refifting the torrent of vice, and ad- 
hering to the caufe of God and virtue 
again{ft a corrupted multitude. It will be 
found to hold, in general, that all thofe 
who, in any of the great lines of life, have 
diftinguifhed themfelves for thinking pro- 
foundly, and acting nobly, have defpifed 

popular 
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popular prejudices, and departed,in-feveral SER M. 
things, from the common ways of the , psi P 
world. On no eccafion*is this more’ re=. 
quifite for true honours than'-where’ reli- 
gion and morality are concerned © In times’ 
of prevailing licentioufnefs, to. maintain: 
unblemifhed’ virtue; and’ uncorrupted’ in-: 
tegrity; in a public or private caufe,.to° 
ftand firm by what is fair and juft, amidtt 
difcouragemtents. and oppofition-; defpifing 
groundleis cenfure and«reproach; difdain= 
ing allccompliance!swith: public ‘manners, 
when: they areivicious and tinlawful; and! 
néver afhamed of the punctual difchar@e of 
every duty towards: God and man 3=this: 
is what fhews trué greatnefs. of fpirit, “and 
will force \approbation<even from the de- 
generate multitude: themfelves.” “ This‘ie 
‘ themany’ theirs confeience will oblige: 
them) to>-acknowledge,/ “ «whom? we are. 
“sinable’to bendoto mean ‘condefcenfions.: 
We fee icin yaim éither!'to’ flatter or 
*stoithreaten him ; he refts on a principle 
“within, which’ we'cannot fhake.s “Tothig 
© wan “you “may, ’ onJan'yCdcéafion: fafely 
* commit your caufe. He is incapable 
* of betraying his’ truft,”or' deferting his 
enue * friend, 


R 
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SERM.: “sfriend, or denying his faith.” Thus dzs 
MS righteoufne/s comes forth as.the light, and his 
judgment as the noon day. 

It: is, accordingly, this fteady inflexible 
virtue, this regard.to principle, fuperior to 
all cuftom and opinion, which ‘peculiarly 
matk’ the, characters of; thofe, in» any: 
age, who have fhone as faints or heroes; 
and'-has ¢onfecrated their memory to all 
pofterity. It was this that’ obtained to 
antient Evoch: the moft fingular teftimony 
of-honour -from; Heaven. - He continued: 
to...walk - with God, when»:the . world 
apoftatifed from him. He pleafed God, 
and:.was beloved of him; fo that, living: 
among: fisiners, ‘he: was tranflated’ to hea-. 
ven without: feeing death; Yea, /peedily 
was he taken away, left, wickedne/s should 
have altered bis-underflanding, or:deceit be~ 
guiled bis: foul *. * Whem Sodom-could not: 
furnith ten) righteous mento fave it, Lot 
remained: unfpotted amidft the contagién’ 
He: dived Jike an angel among dpititsj;of 

~ darkness ; 3,and the deftroying flame was not 
eeoeieaye to. go fait till the keane sma 


us e > et 


BIORCSINL at <SE silTitciOo3 


Me ipee Wildom of Salehpn, itech bs ned Go ? 
desig * was 


Multitude to do Evil. 


was called ‘away by a heavenly meffenger 
from his devoted city. When all fle/b bad 
corrupted their way upon the earth, then 
lived Noah, a righteous man, and a preacher 


of righteoufnefs. He ftood alone, and 


was {coffed by the profane crew. But 
they by the deluge were {wept away ; 


while on him, ‘Providence conferred the - 


immortal honour of being the reftorer of 
a better race, and the father of .a new 
world... Such examples as thefe, and fuch 
honours conferred. by God on them, who 
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withftood the - multitude of evil doers, 


fhould. often be prefent to our. minds. 
Let,.us, oppofe them to the numbers: of 


low, and corrupt examples, which we be- | 


hold: around us; and when we are ‘in 
hazard of being {wayed by fuch, let: us 
fortify.our virtue, by thinking of. thofe 
who, in former times, fhone like ftars in 


the midf of furrounding darknefs,; and are 


now {hining in the kingdom of heaven, as 
the. brightne/s of the firmament, for ever and 
euver.-—As our honour is thus deeply con-= 
eerned in our adting a ftedfaft and. virtuous 
part, let us,alfo canhider, Pstaiish-oai 
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In the ft place, How little, in point 
of intereft, can be gained by the favour of 
the multitude, and how» much will cer- 
tainly be loft, by following them to-do 
evil. .We may, thereby, render ourfelves 
more agreeable to fome with whom -we 
are connected; and by artful compliances, 
may pleafe ourfelves with the prolpec 
of promoting our fortune. But thefead- 
vantages, fuch ‘as they are, remain’ doubt- 
ful. and uncertain. The wind of popular 
opimion is ever fhifting. It‘ will often 
leave us ‘at a lofs what courfe to fteer: 
and, after all our trouble ané anxiety to 
catch the favourable’ gale, it 1mayon? a 
fudden forfake us... For the verfatility’ef 
character, the meannefs and inconfiftency 
of condua&, into which a dependant on 


‘the multitude is betrayed, frequently ren- 


der him in the énd, an obje& of .con- 


tempt to thofe whom he fought to pleafe. 


But duppofing him fuccefsful in‘his views; 
no» worldly advantages; which are pur4 
chafed by difhonourable® méans; can’ be 
either: folid: or lafting. © They» bring“ne 
genuine fatisfation to a man, who-is con- 
fcious to himfelf of having given up his 
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principles to ferve the world. As long as SERM. 
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he could be fatisfied with his own conduét, oom paladl 


he might bear up under undeferved dif 
couragement; but when he becomes def- 


picable in his own eyes, worldly honours’ 


lofe their luftre. What can the multitude 
do for you, after you have followed them 
in evil? They cannot reftore to you the 
peace of an innocent mind, nor heal the 
forrows of a wounded fpirit, nor fhield you 
from the difpleafure of God. They can do 
little to f{upport you in the hour of affliGtiion, 
and nothing to deliver your fouls in the day 


of death. Forfaken and difconfolate, the — 


world, for the moft part, cafts off its vo- 
taries in the end; and when you compute 
the final amount, it will prove a very {mall 


confolation, that, as you have had fharers » 


in euilt, you fhall have companions alfo in 
punithment. 

Look forward to the iffue of things. The 
multitude of men poffefs now, in a great 
meafure, the diftribution of praife and cen- 


fure, of fuccefs and difappointment, accord-. 


ing totheir caprice. But this confufed and 
promifcuous diftribution is not always to 


fubfift. The day cometh, when we all are 


to appear before a more difcerning Judge, « 


WeoDpely: ‘eye and 
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SERM. and a more impartial tribunal. The day 
IX. cometh, when our Lord Jefus Chrift hall 


defcend from heaven in all the glory of his 
Father, to unveil every character, and to 
render to every man according to bis works. 


_ At that day, how fhall he lift up his head, 


who hath been all his life the flave of the 
world’s opinioh; who hath moulded his 
principles, and his praCtice, folely to pleafe 
the multitude; who hath been a/bamed of 
his Saviour and his words; and, to gain 
favour with men, hath apoftatifed from the 
native fentiments and dictates of his heart? 
—To fay all in one word: there is a conteft 
now between God and the world. Thefe 
form the oppofite fides which divide man- 
kind. Confider well, to which of thefe you 
will choofe to adhere. On the one fide lie 
your allegiance, your honour,'and your in- 
tereft: on the other lie your guilt and your 
fhame. For the one, confcience and reafon, 
for the other, paffion and inclination, plead. 
On the one hand are the approbation of God, 
immortal honour, and divine rewards; on 


the other,—remember and beware !—are 


the flings of confcience, endlefs punifhment, 


_and endlefs infamy. 
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1 TIMOTHY, 1. 17 


Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invi- 
fible, the only wife God, be, honour and 
glory, for ever and ever! Amen. 


T is of the higheft importance to reli- 
gious conduét, that our minds be filled 
with fuitable conceptions of the attributes 
of God. They are the foundations of 
our reverence for him; and reverence is 


* This concluding difcourfe was chiefly intended to be 
a general recapitulation of inftances of the wifdomvof Pra- 
vidence, feveral of which have been more fully illuftrated in 
other difcourfes contained i in this or in fome of the preceding 


volumes, 
Coz ees ome 
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the foundation of religion. All the di- 
vine perfections are interefting to man. 
Almighty power, in conjunction with 
Eternity and Omniprefence, naturally in- 
fpires folemn awe. -Infinite Goodnefs re- 


lieves the mind from that oppreffion which 


Power alone would produce; and, from 
our experience of prefent benefits, and our 


‘remembrance of the paft, creates love, gra- 


titude, and truft. In the middle between 
thefe ftands the contemplation of Divine 
Wifdom, which conjoins impreflions of 
awe with thofe of comfort; and while it 
humbles us into profound  fubmiffion, 
encourages, at the fame time, our reliance 
on that Kzng eternal, immortal, and invifible, 


~ whois juftly ftyled, in the text, the only 


wife God. 

~ Among men, wifdom is a quality en- 
tirely different from cunning or ‘craft. 
Tt always fuppofes good and fair inten- 
tion in the perfon who poflefles it; and 
imports, that laudable énds are purfued by 
proper.and juftifiable means. In like man- 


- ner, wifdom in the Supreme Being cannot 


be feparated from the rectitude of his nature. 
It i is, in him, an exertion of benevolence; 
and 
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atid imports, that tlie purpofes of juftice SERM. 
and goodnefs are carried on and accom- , pay 


plifhed by ‘means the moft effectual. To 


meditate on fome of thofe inftances in 


which this divine wifdom is difplayed, can=. 


not but be highly favourable to the impref 
fions both of piety and of virtue. 


Ir is difficult to fay, whether the natu- 
ral, or the’ moral, world, ‘afford the moft 
confpicuous and ftriking difplays of the 
wifdom of God. Not one, nor many dif- 
courfes, nor indeed the ftudy and labour of 
a whole life, were, in any degree fufficient 
to explore them. Of the proofs of wif- 
dom which the natural world affords I 
cannot attempt now to difcourfe. © Any 
illuftration of thefe would lead to difcuf 
fions of a fcientific kind, which more 
properly belong to the’ philofopher; and 
on which philofophy has often employed 
itfelf, with much utility and honour. [ 
fall only take notice, that, in proportion 
as human knowledge hath enlarged its 
{phere of refearch and difcovery, in the 
fame proportion hath the wifdom of ‘the 
Creator firuck the minds of all inquirers 
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and obfervers, with the higheft admiration. 
All nature is in truth a feene of wonders, 
In the difpofition of the heavenly bodies, — 
and the general arrangement of the iyftem 
of the univerfe; in the ftructure of the 
earth; in the endlefs variety of. living 
creatures that fill it; and in the provifion. 
made for them ull, to enable them to fulfil 
the ends of their being; it is not eafy to 
determine, whether power, wifdom, or 
goodnefs be moft confpicuous. It belongs 
not only to ¢he heavens to declare the glory 
of God, and to the firmament to fhew forth 
bis handy work; in the {malleft and moft 
inconfiderable, as well as in the moft 
illuftrious works of God, equal marks ap- 
pear of profound defign and confummate 


art. It has been jufily faid, that there is 
not a vegetable that grows, nor an infect 


that moves, but what is fufficient to con- 
found the atheift, and to afford the candid 
obferver endlefs materials of devout adora- 
tion and, praife. 


WHEN we turn to the moral world, 
the field of admiration which opens to us 
is no lefs extenfive and ftriking, I can 
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only mention a few inftances of that exqui- 
fite wifdom which every where meets us. 
In the frf place, let us attend to’ the 
conftitution of human nature. Though we 
are taught by revelation to confider it as 
now impaired by the fall, yet as it flands 
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we behold the traces of a noble ftrudture, | 


planned and executed with the higheft fkill. 
All the powers and faculties beftowed on 
man are fuch, as perfectly fuit his condition, 
and adapt him to the purpofes for which 


he was defigned. Senfes were given him, — 


that he might diftinguith what is neceflary 
for the prefervation and welfare of his 
body. Notv, fuppofe that any one of 
thofe fenfes, the fight, for inflance, or the 
hearing, or the touch, had been in a con- 
fiderable degree either more, blunt, or 
more acute, than it is at prefent, what an 
unhappy change would this have made 
upon our ftate? On the one hand, greater 





imperfe€tion of the organs would have | 


deprived us of all the comfort and ad- 
vantage which we now enjoy from fuch 
powers. On the other hand, a greater 
degree of exquifite fenfibility in them would 
have rendered life a burden to us, Our 

Cit fenfes, 
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fenfes, inftead of being inlets to know- - 
ledge and pleafure, would then have be- 
come conftant avenues to uneafinefs and 
pain. Their powers, therefore, are {kil- 


fully adjufted to that meafure of ftrength, 


which allows them to anfwer the purpoles 
of health, fafety, and comfort; without 
either falling fhort of this line of ufefulnefs, 
or improperly, and hurtfully, ftretching 
beyond it. 

In the mind, appetites and ‘tiie 
were placed, as the moving powers of the 
foul, to impel its a@ivity. But as their 
impulfe required regulation and reftraint, 
reafon was, at the fame time, conferred as 
the directing power.—Of all our paflions, 
felf-love and the defire of felf-prefervation 
were, with the utmoft propriety, made the 
ftrongeft, for a reafon which the meaneft 
capacity may comprehend. Every man 
is moft immediately committed by Provi- 
dence to his own care and charge. He 
knows his own fituation beft; and has 
more opportunities of promoting his own 
happinefs, than he can have of advan- 
cing the happinefs of any other perfon. 
It was therefore fit and wife, that, by. the 

ftrongeft 
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 trongeft inftin@, he fhould be prompted SERM. 
to attend to himfelf.—At the fame time, as (2% 


no man ftanding alone is fufficient for his 
own welfare, it was neceflary that, by 
mutual fympathy and focial inftinas, we 
 fhould be drawn to give aid to one another. 
Here it deferves our particular notice, that 
the force of thofe focial inftinéts is, with 


admirable propriety, proportioned by Pro- - 


vidence to the degree of their ufefulnefs and 
importance ™*. Thus, that parental affec- 
tion, which the helplefs ftate of infancy and 


childhood renders fo needful, is made the | 


ftrongeft of them all. Next, come thofe 
ties of blood, which prompt mutual kind- 
nefs among thofé who are intimately joined 
together by brotherhood, and other family 
connexions. ‘To thefe fucceeds that valu- 
able infin& of pity, which impels us to 
affift the diftrefled, wherever we behold 
them. To take part with others in their 
good fortune belongs to man’s focial na- 
ture, and increafes the fum of happinels. 
At the fame time, to take part with the 
profperous is lefs neceflary than to fym- 
pathife with the unhappy; and therefore 


* See Serm. II. Vol. iii. 
the 
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SERM, the principle which prompts us to rejoice 
ie = 3 with them that rejoice, is made not to be fo 


ftrong, as that which impels us to weep with 
them that weep. 

But they are not only the laudable and 
important parts of our difpofition, which 
difcover the wifdom of the Author of our 
frame ; even dur imperfedtions and fol- 


lies are by him rendered fubfervient to 


ufeful ends.—Amidft thofe inequalities of 
condition, for inftance, which the ftate 
ef human life required, where it was 


. heceflary that. fome fhould be rich, and 


others poor, that fome fhould be eminent 
and diftinguifhed, and others obfcure and 
mean, how feafonable is that good opinion 
which every one entertains of himfelf, 
that felf-complacency with which he com- 
pares himfelf to others; and that fond. 
hope, which is ever pleafing him with the 
profpect of future pleafures and advan- 
tages in life? Without thofe flattering fen- 
fations, vain as they often are, how totally 
infupportable would this world become 
to many of its inhabitants? Whereas, by 
means of them, Providence hath contrived 
to balance, ina great meafure, the inequa- 

lities 


Dniihe Wife ofGek = ts 


lities of condition among mankind. It hath suru. ° 
contrived to diffufe pleafure through all _** 
ranks; and to bring the high and the low 
nearer to a level with each other, than might 
at firft be fuppofed, It hath fmoothed the 
moft rugged tracts of human life; and hath 
gilded with rays of borrowed light its moft 
dreary {cenes. 

One inftance of Divine Wifdom, in 
framing our nature, is fo remarkable as 
to demand particular attention; that is, 
the mealure according to which God hath 
difpenfed knowledge and ignorance to 
man. ‘There is nothing of which we are 
more ready to complain, than of our nar- 
‘row and cenfined views of nature, and of 
Providence, and of all things around us: 
‘And yet upon examination, it will be 
found, that our views extend, on every 
fide, juft as far as they ought; and that, 
to fee and know more than is allowed us, 
inftead of bringing any advantage, would 
produce certain mifery *. We pry, for 
inftance, with impatient, curiofity, into 
future events. Happily for us, they are 
yeiled and covered up; and one peep 





* See Serm. 1V. Vol. i. and Serm. IX. Vol. iv. 
behind 
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behind that veil, were it permitted, would 
be fufficient to poifon the whole comfort 
of our days, by the anticipation of forrows 
to come.—In like manner, we often wifh 
with eagernefs to penetrate into the fecrets 
of nature, to look into the invifible world, 
and to be made acquainted with the whole. 
deftiny of man. Our with is denied ; we 
are environed on all hands with myftery ; 
and. that myftery is our happinefs : for, 
were thofe great invifible obje&s fully 
difclofed, the fight of them would con- 
found and overwhelm us. It would either 
totally derange our feeble faculties, or 
would engrofs our attention to fuch a 
degree, as to lay us alide from the bufi- 
nefs and concerns of this world. It would 
have the fame effect, as if we were carried 
away from the earth, and mingled among 
the inhabitants of fome other planet.— 
The knowledge that is allowed to us, was 
deligned to fit us for ating our part in 
our prefent ftate: At the exact point, 
therefore, where ufefulnefs ends, know- 
‘ledge ftops, and ignorance commences. 
Light fhines upon us, as long as it ferves 
to guide our path; but forfakes us, as foon 
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as it becomes noxious to the eye; and SERM. 


falutary darknefs is appointed to clofe the 
fcene.—Thoughtlefs and ftupid muft that 
man be, who, in all this furniture of 
the human mind, in this exa@ adjuft- 
ment of its feveral powers to the great 
purpofes of life, difcerns not the hand of 
adorable wifdom, as well as of infinite 
Goodnels. | 


Iw the fecond place, Let us contemplate 
the fame wifdom as exibiting itfelf to 
us in the moral government of the world. 
We are informed by revelation, that this 


life is defigned by Providence to be an- 


introdudtory part of exiftence to intelligent 
‘beings; a ftate of education and difci- 
pline, where, -creatures fallen from their 
original rank, may gradually recover their 
rectitude and virtue. Under this view, 
which is im itfelf perfeétly confonant to 
all that reafon difcovers, we fhall find the 
general courfe of human affairs, confufed 
as it may fometimes appear, to have been 
ordered with .exquifite wifdom.—It was 
neceflary to fuch a ftate, that all the 
active powers wr man fhould be brought 
forth 
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forth into exercife, and completely tried. 
It became proper, therefore, that there 
fhould be a mixture of characters in the 
world and that men fhould be fhewn in a 
variety of fituations *. Hence that diverfity 
of tempers and difpofitions which are found 
in fociety ; thofe inequalities in-rank and 
ftation, which we fee taking place; and 
thofe different talents and inclinations which 


‘prompt mento different purfuits. By thefe 


means, every department in fociety is filled 
up; and every man has fome {phere pre- 
pated for him, in which he can a@. He 
is brought forth as on a bufy ftage, where 
opportunity is given for his character to 
difplay itfelf fully—His life is, with great 
propriety, varied by interchanges of profpe- 
rity and adverfity. Always profperous, 
he would become diffipated, indolent, and 
giddy: Always afflicted, he would be fret- 
ful, dejected, and fullen. ‘There are few 


_ perfons, therefore, or none, whofe lot fhares _ 


not ef both thefe ftates; in order that every 
difpofition of the heart may be explored; 
and every mean of improvement afforded. 


3 See Serm. IV. Vol. iv. , 
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~— As man is ultimately defigned fora higher SERM. 
ftate of exiftence than the prefent, it was —--_, 


not proper that this world fhould prove a 
paradife to him, or fhould afford him that 
complete fatisfaction which he inceffantly 
purfues. Difappointments, therefore, are 
often made to blaft his hopes; and even 
while the comforts of life laft, they are 
always mixed with fome troubles; in order 
that an exceffive attachment to this world 


may gradually be loofened. The courfe 


of things is evidently fo ordered by Provi- 
dence, that occurrences fhall be always 


happening, to bring down the moft pro- 


fperous to a level with the reft of his 
brethren, and to raife up, in their tura, the 
low and the diftrefled. 

In the midft of thofe viciffitudes, which 
are fo obvioufly conducive to improve- 


ment, both wifdom and goodnefs required, : 


that the Supreme Governor of the world 
fhould be feen to prote@ the interefts, and 
favour the fide of virtue. But in the 
degree of evidence, with which this was 
to be fhewn, it was no lefs requifite, that 
a proper temperament fhould be obferved. 
Had. virtue. been, always completely re- 

warded, 
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SERM. warded, and made happy on earth, men 


would no longer have had a motive for 
afpiring to a more bleffed flate. In the 
cafe of every crime, had divine juftice 
interpofed to -bring complete punifhment — 
on the head of the criminal; or, had all 
the felicity which is prepared for the juft 


— in a future world, and all the mifery which 


there awaits the wicked, been already dif-' 
played to the view, and rendered fenfible 
to the feelings of men; there would have 
been an end of that ftate of trial, for 


_ which our whole condition on earth was 


intended. It was neceflary, therefore, that, 
at prefent, we fhould /ee through a glafs 
darkly. A certain degree of myftery and 
obfcurity was, with perfect wifdom, left 
on the condu& of the Almighty *.—But, 
amidft that ob{curity fufficient encourage- 
ment and fupport is in the mean time 
given to virtue; fufficient ground is af- 
forded for the full belief, that it is what the 
Deity loves, and will finally reward. His 
approbation of it is fignified to every man 
by the voice of confcience. Inward fatif- 


* See Serm. IV. Vol. i, 
faction 


=- 


On the Wifdom of God. _. Wer 


faction and peace are made always to belong SERM. 
‘to it; and general efteem and honour for seas 
the moft part to attend it. On the other 
hand, the wicked, in no fituation of life, are 
allowed to be truly happy. Their vices 
and their paflions are made to trouble their 
profperity ; and their punifhment to grow 
out of their crimes. Let any one atten:, 
tively recolle& the material incidents of his 
life; and he will; for the moft part, be able 
to trace the chief misfortunes which’ have 
befallen him to fome guilt he has contract 
ed, or fome folly he has committéd *, 
Such is the profound wifdom with which 
Providence conduéts its counfels, that 
although it does not appear to interpofe, 
men are made to reap from their actions, 
the fruits which they had deferved; their 
iniquities to corred them, and their back- 
fidings to-reprove them; and while they 
' fuffer, they are forced to acknowledge the 
juftice of their punifhment.—Thefe are 
not matters of rare or occafional obferva~ 
tion; but deeply interwoven with the | 
texture of human affairs. They difcover a 


* See Serm. XII. Vol. iv. 
Von. IV. Dd regular 
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SERM. tegular plan, a formed, fyftem, according 


to which the whole train of Providence © 
proceeds; and which manifefts to every 
ferious obferver .the confummate. wifdom 
of its Author.—As thus in the conftitution 
-of human nature and in the moral govern- 
ment of the world, divine wifdom fo re- 


_ markably appears, I muft obferve,, 


In the third place, That in the redemp- 
tion of the world, and in the eeconomy 
of grace, it fhines no tefs contpicuoufly. 
The fubje&t which opens to us here is too 
extenfive to be fully illuftrated at prefent ; 
but the great lines of it are obvious *.— 
In carrying on a plan, by which forgive- 
nefs was to be difpenfed to an offending 
race, wifdom required that the authority 
of the legiflator fhould be fully preferved,, 
and. no fuch relaxation be introduced 
into. government, as might give licence 
or encouragement to offenders. Accord- 
ingly, the moft admirable provifion was 
made for thefe important purpofes by the 
interpofition of the Son of God fuffering 

* See Serm. V. Vol. i.—Serm. V.. Voli. —Serm. XV. 


Vol, lii—Serm. V. Vol. iv.. 
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and dying for finners. The foveréign 
awe of juftice is maintained, whilé jut 
tice is tempered with mercy. Men are 
bound to righteoufnefs, under the higheft 
fanctions; and ample fecurity and con 
folation:are, at the fame time, afforded: to 
the :penitent.. By the inftruations, and 
example, of their Saviour, they ate: in+ 
ftructed in their duty; and through a 
Mediator’ and Interceffor, they aré ens 
couraged to offer their worfhip and prayers 
to the: Almighty. They are affured thar, 
in whatever. is too’ arduous for human 
nature to perform, they fhall be affifted 
by a divine fpirit; and under all trials 
and difficulties, they are fupported by. the 
exprefs promife of that eternal life which 
is brought, to light'by the gofpel.It is 
not poflible for the underftanding to con- 
ceive any method of falvation,; planned 
with more goodnefs and executed with, 
more wifdom, than what is {hewn in the 
gofpel of Chrift, The confideration of 
this conftitution alone; gives us full reafon 
to join in that exclamation of the Apoftle: 
O the depth of the rithes both of the wifdom 
ond the knowledge. of God! How un- 
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SE RM. Jfearchable are bis damnit cnphe tts ways 
XX. pot finding out *! | . 
FROM this thort aovty ede we fitioed 
taken of Divine wifdom, as difcovering 
itfelf,; in. the whole complex frame of 
the moral world; in the conftitution of 
human nature; in the government of 
human affairs; and in the redemption of 
the human race; we cannot but perceive 
how much reafon we have to proftrate 
ourfelves before God, and with all -hu- 
mility to worfhip and adore.—When we 
view that immenfe ftru@ture of the uni- 
verfe in which we> dwell; when we think 
of Him, whofe wifdom has planned the 
whole fyftem of being ; whofe mind com- 
prehends, whofe counfels direct, the whole 
courfe of events, from. the beginning to 
the end of time; by whom nothing is fo 
inconfiderable as to be overlooked; or fo 
tranfient. as to be forgotten ; who attends 
‘to the concerns of the poor man in his 
cottage, while he. is ftecring the fun and 
the moon jin, their courfe through) the 
heavens ;, into what. aftonithment . and 
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\ eipeiainciee do we fall! Before him SERM. 
all out boafted knowledge is ignorance, ay) 


and our wifdom is folly. Wherever we 
caft our eyes on his works'and ways, we 
find all things adjufted in zumber, weight, 
and meafure; and after all that we can 
furvey, Lo! thefe' are but’ a part of his 
ways ; ‘and how fmall a portion’ is beard of 
him ! 

It is the power of God, which soda 
among the multitude of men any imprei~ 
fions of religion. When thunder roars 
in the heavens, or an earthquake fhakes 
the ground, they are ftruck with awe, and 
difpofed to worfhip an invifible power. 
But {uch impreffions of Deity are occa- 
fional and tranfitory. The lafting reve- 
rence of a Supreme Being arifes, in a well- 
informed mind, from the difplay of that 
infinite wifdom which all the univerfe 
prefents, Its operations are conftantly, 
though filently, going on around us, 
We may view it in the peaceful and 
fedate ftate of the univerfe, as well as in 
its greateft commotions; we behold it in 
every infect that moves on the ground, 
at the fame time that we admire it in the 
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for us if the contemplation fhall nourifh 


that temper of habitual devotion, which fo 


well becomes dependent beings, and is fo 
intimately connected with all virtue *! 

But the chief effe@ that ought to be 
produced by meditation on the divine 
wifdom, is perfec refignation to the Go- 
vernor of the univerfe, and entire truft 
in his adminiftration. Our private misfor- 
tunes and difappointments are too often 
the fubje& of querulous complaints, and 
even of unjuft fufpicions of Providence, 
But when in the whole natural and mo- 
ral world; we behold an arrangement of 
things which plainly difcovers the moft 
confummate. wifdom, can we believe, that 
inthe arrangement of our petty concerns, 
this, wifdom is dormant and negleéful ? 
How much more reafon is there to think, 
that our ignorance. of the divine plans 
mifleads our judgment, than that the 
wifdom of the Almighty has erred in 
dire€ting our private affairs? —-—Divine 
wifdom, as I obferved in the beginning, 
ts an exertion of divine benevolence. “It 
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has, it.can have; no other fcope than to 
accomplifh the beft ends by the moft pro- 
per means... Let the wifdom therefore, 
and the goodnefs, of the Deity, be ever 
conjoined in our idea.’ Let. every new 
difcovery of: divine wifdom, be a new 
ground of hope, of. joy, andvof cordial 
fubmiffion, to every virtuous man. Let 
him be thankful that he lives in a world, 
where nothing happens to him by chance, 
or at random; but where a great, a wile, 
and beneficent Mind ees fuperin- 
tends every event. 

~ Under the faith of ' this great principle 
of religion, let us proceed in the courfe 
of our duty, with fteadfaft and undi{- 


mayed mind.’ Let us retain faithful alle~ 


giance to our Creator and our Redeemer; 
and then we may always hope ‘the beft ; 
and caf? our care upon him who careth for 
us. Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, 
and He fhall firengthen your heart. Al- 
though thou fayeft, thou canft not fee him, yet 
judgment is before him; therefore truft thou 
in him. Let us begin every undertak- 
ing with humble dependence on his af- 
fiftance for enabling us to profecute it to 
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the end.. When our undertakings are 
finithed, and the clofe of, life approaches, 
with praife to him let: us conclude Ka our 
labours. . 

_ Unto the. King meee Rae? Anvifi ible, 
the only wife God, be honour and gory for 
ever aud ever. Ames 


% 


f si ies 


{3 # 


SERMON XXL 


The Compassion and BenzricENCcE of 
the DriTy. 


[Preached before the Society for the Benefit of the Sons 


of the _Clersy of the Eftablifthed Church of nice a 


’- 20th May 1766s Li 


JEREMIAH, xlix: 11. War 


Leave thy fatherlefi children; Iwill preferve 


them alive ; and let ig widows truftin mes — 


JO faba’ is more. open to general 
obfervation, or more confirmed by 


manifold experience, than the goodnefs 
of God. The contemplation of the uni- 
verfe, in which we dwell, prefents it per- 
petually to our view. "Amidft the vaft 


extent of creation, we difcover no in- 


ftance of mere pomp, or ufelefs grandeur, 
but behold every thing contributing to 
the general good, and rendered fubfer- 
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vient to the welfare of the rational or fen- 
fible world. In the adminiftration of Pro- 
vidence, the fame principle of beneficence 
is con{picuous. The feafons .are made 
regularly to return, and the earth to flou- 
rith; fupply is bountifully provided for the 
wants of all creatures; and numberlefs com- 
forts are prepared to fweeten human life. 
Mott juftly is he who; hath eftablithed, 
and who upholds, this admirable- order 
of things, to be efteemed the Father of 
mercies : and, accordingly, in this view, he 
is often celebrated in fcripture. fhe earth 
ss full of the gooduefs of the Lord. His 
tender mercies are over all bis works. is 
mercy ts. great unto the heavens, and it Cit 
dureth for ever. Sefer gt 
_ It appears _worthy of particular, obfer-. 


vation that there. is one light, in “which: 
* more frequently. than in any other, the 


goodnefs of God is prefented to us in the. 
facred writings, namely, the, light of com-_ 
pafli on to the diftreffes of mankind. Moft. 
of the fituations are mentioned in which: 
men are confidered as moft forlorn ; and 
in fome paffage of fcripture God is re- 
prefented as interefting himfelfy i in a pe- 

culiar 


of the Deity. 
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culiar manner, for thofe who are in fuch SERM. 


fituations. Particular emphafis is always 
laid upon this circumftance, in the gene- 
ral views which are given of his goodnefs. 
He is the Hearer of prayer, unto whom’ 
all flefh foall come. But he is deferibed 
as liftening with particular attention to 
the cry of the poor; and regarding ‘the 
prayer. of the deftitute: He will prepare 


their heart, and caufe his ear to hear. All 


creatures are the objects of his providen- 
tial care. But the widow and the father- 


lefs, the bowed down and the broken in heart, 


are particularly attended to, and commi- 


ferated by him. | The Lord executeth judge 


ment for the opprefed; thé Lord preferv- 


eth the firanger; he loofeth the prifoner, 


and giveth food to the hungry. He bath 
not defpifed nor abhorred the affliction of the 


afflicted; nor hides he his face from them; 
but hears when they cry unto him*®, Tn 


fhort, when we are deprived of all hu- 
man confolation and aid, the Almighty 


is reprefented as then moft acceffible to 


* PL. cit. 17.3)x097.5 Ixviit. 5-5 xix. 33.5 cxlvi. 7.5 
xxi. 24, &c. Ke, b pu 
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our prayers, and moft sbipges Sa to sins and 


relieve us, 


ie Le eitedé which J at chofen ox 


the text afford, a very amiable view of 
that compaflion which fcripture fo often 
afcribes. to the Supreme Being... The con- 
text in which they ftand contains much 
dark . and myfterious prophecy. relating 
to nations in the neighbourhood. of. Ju- 
dea, but leads to no particular illuftration 
of the text..| The words of, it, taken by: 
themfelves, are plainly to be underftood as. 
fpoken by, God, to_an aged parent, who 
in the view of approaching diffolution, is 
anxious. about the future condition of his 
family. in. the world; and they prefent a. 
moft affecting. difplay of God’s compaf- 
fionate regard to the children. of thofe, 
who have. been his faithful fervants on 
earth. Leave thy fatherlefs children; —£, 
qwill preferve them. alive; aud let. thy wiz 
dows truft in me. Tt will be worthy 
of our attention at esata fie to inquire 
into. the reafons why the Almighty is 
pleafed, to reprefent himfelf fo often to us 
under this view; not only.as the juft and 
good Ruler of the univerfe, which is ‘the 

firft 
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firft and leading idea we naturally form SERM, 


of him; But as the Patron and Friend of the 
diftreffed part of mankind. / 

Tt will be found that there are two very 
important purpofes which fuch difcoveries 
of the divine nature ferve. Firft, they fur- 
nifh particular ground for truft in God, 
amidft all the viciffitudes of human life; 


and next, they exhibit the pattern of that. 


difpofition, which we ought, in our mea- 
fure, humbly to follow me, imitate. 


I. Tue difcoveries of divine compaffion 
were purpofely intended to furnifh to us 
particular ground for truft in God, amidft 
all the viciffitudes of human life. Man, 
during his abode on earth, is expofed to 
various diftrefles. Even in his moft flou- 
tifhing ftate, his condition is extremely 
precarious. Profperous as he may at one 
time feem to be, he cannot tell how foon, 
by fome unforefeen viciffitude, he’ may 
bé humbled to the duft; and ftill lefs can 
he tell what-may in future befall his chil- 
dren, to whofe fortunes he often looks 
“with anxious folicitude. In the moments 
when his mind is oppreffed, either by 
| the 
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the immediate feeling of forrows or -by 
the dread of impending evils, itris natu- 
ral for him to fly to that Supreme Being, 
under whofe direction all human events 
are placed, and earneftly to implore pro- 
tection from him.—— But though he hold 
the belief that juftice and goodnefs are 
ever to be found at the throne of the Al- 
mighty, yet, even there, particular dif- 
couragements meet him. For that Su- 
preme Being to whom he looks up is a 
great and awful Being. His nature is, 
to us, unknown. He dwells in the fecret 
place of Eternity; and is furrounded with 
clouds and darknels, We hear his tre- 
mendous voice in the thunder; and in 
every commotion of the elements we be- 
hold the irrefiftible hand of his power. A 
nature fo infinitely fuperior to our own 
cannot be looked up to without fome mea- 
{ure of difmay. It is overwhelming to the 
timid apprehenfion of the diftreffed. It 
is contemplated with that awful and myf- 
terlous reverence which overpowers confi- 

dence and truft. 
It is for this reafon that, in condefcen- 
fion to human weaknefs, God has been 
pleafed 
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pleafed fo often to reprefent himfelf as ac- ger. 
tuated by a principle of compaflion, and Sie 


pity. This gives a fhade. and foftening 
to the awful greatnefs of the Divinity, 
It brings down his goodnefs to the level 
of our conception, and fits it to be the 
obje& of our truft. Compaffion isa prin- 
ciple which we all feel and know. We 
know that it is the ftrongeft.of all bene- 
volent infinGs in our nature, and that 
it tends, diretly to intereft us in behalf of 
thofe who need our aid. We are taught 
to believe that a fimilar attribute belongs 
to the divine nature; in order that, from 
that {pecies of goodnefs which we are beft 
acquainted with, and which we. can moft 
rely upon, we may be trained both to 


love our almighty BenefaCtor, and as long 


as we are in the practice of our duty, to 
truft to his protection, amidft every dif- 
trefs) When we hear fuch a voice of ten- 
dernefs, as that which my text utters, pro- 
ceeding from the Almighty, our hearts are 
comforted. Diftruft and difmay are re- 
moved. We are no longer opprefled by 
his greatnefs. We can rate near to him 
as to a Father in heaven, before whom we 

can, 
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can, with humble confidence, pour out out 
forrows; and can truft that, though all. 
our earthly friends fhould negle@ us, our 
prayers will attract his compaffionate re- 
gard. , ‘ . 
Compaffion to the unfortunate, as it is 
exerted among men, is indeed’ accompa- 
nied with certain difturbed. and painful 
feelings, arifing from fympathy with thofe 
whom we pity. But every fuch feeling 
we muft remove from our thoughts, when 
we afcribe an affe€tion of this nature to 
the Deity. It is true, that, in {cripture 
language, the Divine compaffion is fome- 
times figured by ftrong allufions to the 
relenting ftruggles and paffionate meltings 
of the human heart. But we eafily per- 
ceive that fuch reprefentations are to be 


-underftood with the allowances which ~ 


figurative language requires. All that is 
amiable in compatflion belongs to God; 
but all that is imperfect in-it muft be left 
to man. Inthe Supreme Being there can 
be no perturbation or uneafinefs; n3 con- 


. traft of feelings, nor flu€tuation of pur- 


pofe. His compaffion Umports: a kind re- 
gard to the ie of the unhappy. 


But 
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But ftill it is fuch a regard as fuits the 
perfection of the great Governor of the 
univerfe, whofe benignity, undifturbed by 
any violent emotion, ever maintains the 
fame tranquil tenor, like the unruffled 
and uninterrupted ferenity of the higheft 
heavens. 

It is important to obferve, that this 
pity and compaffion of our heavenly Fa- 
ther extends itfelf to our moral and fpi- 
ritual concerns, in like manner as to our 
natural and external diftreffes. In that 
great difpenfation of the redemption of the 
world by his Son Jefus Chrift, he is al- 
ways reprefented in fcripture as moved 
by pity for our fallen and wretched eftate. 
The fame principle which leads him to 
regard with compaffion the widow and 
the fatherlefs, led him to look down with 
compaffion on an helplefs and forlorn 
race, degraded from their original honour. 
From infinite mercy he fent his Son /o 
feck and to fave that which was loft. 
‘According to the prophetical language 
of the Old Teftament, He looked upon 
us; and his time was a time of love. He 
faw that there was no man; He le- 
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sERM. beld that there‘ was no intercejor, and his 


XXI. 


own arm browgbt Salvation. He laid his 
help on one who was mighty to fave. He 
faw us in our blood, and faid, Live*. 
Agreeable to this fpirit of compaffion, dif- 
played in our redemption, is the whole dif- 
penfation of divine grace towards man in 
his prefent ftate of infirmity. It {peaks 
continually the dodtrine of confolation 





and merciful aid; grace to be Sufficient for 


us, and firength 4g be made perfect in our 
weaknefi. As a father pitieth his children, 
fo the Lord pitieth them that fear him: for 


he knoweth our frame ; he remembereth that 


we are duft >. 


I cannot conclude this head without 
obferving how much it adds to the value 
of the Chriftian religion, that it hath dif- 
covered the Deity to us in a light fo ami- 
able. When the nations of the earth wor- 
fhipped a God unknown, or one whom 
they arrayed in nothing but vengeful 
thunders, the true God hath come forth 
from behind the cloud, and made him- 
felf known to us 5, known not only as a 


* Ezek. xvi. 8. Lfaiah, lix. 16. 
+ 2 Cor. xii, 9. Pfal. ciii, 13. 
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juft and good Ruler, but as a compaffionate SERM. 


Father, in whom, amidft all their diftreffes, 
the virtuous may truft and hope. I now 
proceed to obferve, 


_ IL Tuar fuch difcoveries of the di. 
vine nature were defigned, not only to 


adminifter encouragement and confolation, | 


but alfo to exhibit the pattern of that 
difpofition which we are bound, in our 


meafure, to imitate and follow. ‘To this ° 


purpofe'tend the repeated exhortations of 
{cripture, to be followers of God, as dear 
children; to be merciful, as our Father in 
_ beaven is merciful. ‘That hardnefs of heart 
’ which renders men infenfible to the dif- 
trefles of their brethren, that infolence of 
profperity which infpires them with con- 
tempt of thofe who are fallen below them, 
are always reprefented in {cripture as dif- 
pofitions moft oppofite to the nature of 
God, and moft hateful in his fight. In 
order to make this appear in the ftrongeft 
light, he hath turned his goodnefs chiefly 
into the channel of compaffionate regard 
to thofe whom the felfifh and the proud 
defpife. He hath avowedly taken up their 

Ee2 caule, 
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caufe, that he might ftate himfelf as an 
antagonift to fuch as would bear them 
down; that he might confound and put 
to the blufh that arrogance of men which 
makes them flight any of their own 
brethren. or the oppreffion of the poor, 
Sor the fighing of the needy, now will I arife, 
faith the Lord, to fet them in fafety from 
him that puffeth at them*. Lord, fays the 
Plalmift, thou haft heard the defire of the 
bumble ; thou wilt arife to judge the father- 
lefs, ea the oppreffed, that the man of i 
may oppre/s no more {. 

Confider, I befeech you, whether any 
virtue can admit of any higher recommend- 
ation than its being that difpofition under 
the charaGter of which the Almighty 
choofes to be peculiarly known to us: How 
can we claim any relation to the Father of 
mercies, or how look up to him for com- 
paffion and grace, if we fhew no bowels of 
mercy, gentlenefs, and kindnefs, to one 
another?——The whole ‘plan, indeed, on 
which he hath formed human nature, and 
all the circumftances. in which he hath 


_placed us on earth, are plainly contrived to 


5 ee Plas §. + Fial, x09, “18: 
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excite affections of benevolence, . and. to 
enforce works of mercy. Not’ only hath 
he planted compaffion in the human breaft, 
as one of the ftrongeft inftinéts there, but 
he hath fo conneéted us in fociety, as 
neceflarily to require that our benevolent 
inftinéts fhould be brought into exercife. 
For it is apparent that no man, in any 
rank of life, even the higheft, is fufficient 
for his own well-being. He can_ neither 
fupply his own wants, nor provide for his 


Art 
S a = i 
ey 


own comforts; without the co-operation | 


of others.. The dependence here is. mu- 
tual between the high and the low,,. the 
rich and the poor. Each, in one way or 
other, calls on each for aid. All are fo 
linked together, as to. be impelled by a 
thoufand motives to.affift one another in 
the time of need.. This is what nature, 
what fociety, what. providence, all {peak 
with a loud voice; a voice which may be 
{aid to have gone forth even to the ends of 
the earth, and to have been heard and un- 
derftood by the moft barbarous tribes of 
men; For among favage and uncultivated 
nations, no lefs than among the moft 
civilized and polifhed, the energy of com- 

Elen" _ paffion 
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paffion is felt, and its claims are recognized 
and obeyed. . 

In the courfe of human life, innume- 
rable occafions prefent themfelves for all the 
exercifes of that humanity and benignity, 
to which we are fo powerfully prompted. 
The diverfities, of rank among men, the 


changes of fortune to which all, in every 


rank, are liable, the neceffities of the poor, 
the wants of helplefs youth, the infirmi- 
ties of declining age, are always giving 
opportunities for the difplay of humane 
affe€tions. There is perhaps no form in 
which benevolence appears more intereft- 


ing, than when it is employed in providing 


relief for the families and children of thofe 
who ftand in need of aid, in order that 
the young may be trained up by proper 
education for aéting an ufeful part in the 
world, Benefits conveyed by this chan- 


nel are often more important than any 


other aéts of liberality, Befides the great 
advantage which they bring to fociety, 
they have the pleafing effe& of awakening 
all-the virtuous fenfibilities of the weake, 
both in thofe who confer, and in thofe who’ 
receiye them, They are often felt with a 

| 7 warmer 
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warmer relifh by a family in diftrefs, and SERM. 


productive of more tender gratitude, than 
could have been raifed by any other mode 
of beneficence. This is rendered fenfible 
to every heart by that beautiful expref- 
fion of the divine compaffion in the text; 


Leave thy fatherlefs children; I will pre- 


Jerve them alive; and let thy widows truft 


im me. 


By the train of fentiment we have pur- 
fued, your thoughts, my brethren, will 
now be naturally led to the confideration 
of that inftitution which has given occa- 
fion to the meeting of this day; The 
Society formed for the Benefit of the Sons 
of the Clergy of the Eftablifhed Church of 
Scotland. 

In entering on this part of the fubje@, 
Itruft that I may be permitted to fay a 


few words concerning that order of men, — 


in behalf of whofe defcendants the favour 
of the public is now requefted. Though 
belonging my/lelf to that order, yet as my 
advanced age and long experience may 
reafonably be fuppofed to have corrected 
the prejudices and cooled the ardour. of 
Bas. Ee 4 partiality, 
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SERM. partiality, fome weight, I hope, will be al- 


lowed to my teftimony ; when now, in the © 
fifty-fourth year of my minifiry, after hav- 
ing feen fucceffions of minifters, in various. 
parts of the country, rife and fall, and 
after long acquaintance with many, of 
divided fentiments, among my brethren, I 
can with confidence declare it as my opi- 
nion, that there exifts not any where a; 
more refpectable and ufeful clafs of men 
than the Clergy of the Church of Scot- 
land. Among fuch a numerous body, I 
readily admit that fome exceptions will be 
found to the charaéter which I now give 
of them. Confidering human frailty, this 
is NO more than was naturally.to be ex- 
pected. But, taking the minifters of this 
church in general, I can venture to affert 
that they are a well-informed and en-. 
lightened fet of men; decent and irre- 


*¥ proachable in, their behaviour, confcien- 


tious in ther difcharge of their paftoral 
duties, and very generally efteemed by the 
people under their care. There was a 
time, when the Prefbyterian clergy lay un- 
der the imputation of being four in their 
tempers, narrow in their opinions, fevere 

Sas and 
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and intolerant in their principles. But SERM. 


as, together with the diffufion of know- 
ledge, a more liberal {pirit has pervaded 
the clerical order in this part of Britain, 
it will be found that their manners now 
are conciliating; that they ftudy to. pro- 
mote Harmony and good order in their 
parifhes ; that they have fhown themfelves 
addicted to ufeful literature, and in feveral 
branches of it have eminently diftinguifhed 
themfelves; and that while they are edify- 
ing and confolatory to the loweft, they have 
acquired juft refpect from the higher. clafles 
of men. 

As long, therefore, as this country thal 


XXIL 
Seewey oad) 


be preferved from the contagion, of that — 


falfe philofophy which, by overthrowing 
all religious eftablifhments, has engendered 


fo much impiety, and wrought fo much 


mifchief, in a neighbouring land; as long 


as the exiftence of Chriftian faith, and of ~ 


religious principles, fhall be confidered as 
effential to the welfare of a nation, it may 
reafonably, I think, be expected that fuch 
a body of men asI have mentioned fhail 
be held entitled to the regard and good will 
of their fellow-citizens and countrymen. 
Circum~ 


426 
SERM. 


— | 


The Compaffion and Beneficence 


Circumftances there are, which give par- 
ticular occafion for this regard and good 
will to be called forth. You all know the 
nature of that provifion which is made by 
the public for the eftablifhed clergy of this 
country. It is fuch as is fuited to that fo- 
ber and frugal manner of living which is 
expected from ‘minifters of the gofpel. 
Though in confideration of the growing 
profperity of the country, and of its natu- 
ral confequence, the increafed rate of every 
expence, it has been found.reafonable that, 
of late years, fome addition fhould be 
made to the provifion of many of the mi- 
nifters, yet ftill their condition approaches 
not to what can be termed opulence in 
any degree. It is fuch as to raife them 
above contempt; fuch as to afford a de- 
cent fubfiftence for themfelves and their 
families; but fuch as feldom or never 
can enable them, without fome other 
fources of revenue, to make provifion for 
their children when going forth into the 
world, efpecially if their family be nu- 


5 merous. 


It was the confideration of this circum- 

a ov ° ; 

ftance that lately gave rife to the Society 
in 
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in favour of the Sons of the Clergy. 
Many a minifter who, for a‘traCt of years, 
has faithfully laboured in the difcharge of 
every duty to his flock, has felt, towards 
the clofe of his. days, what a bleffing it 
would have proved to him, if fuch a fo- 
ciety had exifted in his time, to which he 
could have looked for aid—_—Reprefent 
to yourfelves, my friends, one of this cha- 
racter,—and the reprefentation which I am 
now to give is not the work of fancy, bug 
founded upon what often in fact takes 
place.——Figure, I fay, a worthy clergy- 
man now in the decline of life, forefeeing 
the end of his labours drawing near, fur- 
rounded with a family of children, to 
whom his chief care had ~been devoted, 
and in whom his heart had long been 
bound up. Their education, from their 
earlieft years, he had conduted, or at leaft 
fuperintended himfelf, with paternal fond- 
nefs. Whatever his fcanty ftores could 
afford he had cheerfully expended, in giy- 
ing all the advantage to their education 
which his own village, or which the 
neareft county town could yield. He had 
made every preparation that was in his 

power 
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SERM, power to make, for their ating a proper 
fav <P part in future life. But the time of pre- 


paration is finifhed. The gay feafon of 
childhood is over. The period is arrived 
when they muft go forth; muft leave that 


paternal manfion where, in the midft of 


their youthful companions, they had fpent 
many happy days; muft go to provide 
for themfelves, the beft they can, in a 
world, which to them is unknown. And 
whither are they to go? Of the few 
friends their father ever had, -fome are 
now gone. down to the duft. Others, 
with whom he once lived in familiar in- 
timacy, lifted up now with the pride of 





opulence, have forgotten him and his fa- 


mily. One of his fons, at leaft, he fondly 
wifhed to have educated for that profeffion 
to which he himfelf had been fo long at- 
tached. But, living at a diftance from any 
of the feats of learning, and having no 
protector to whofe affiftance he could 
look, he feels with regret that he is unable 
for the attempt. Some of his children he 
muft fend away to feek their fortune in a 
diftant land. Others muft be configned to 
the dangers of the ocean, or, be reduced to 

gain 


of the Deity. 


429 


gain their bread by following fome of the SERM. 


mean and laborious occupations of life. 

Viewing the dark and difcouraging pro- 
_fpe& that is before them, the father’s heart 
is fore, when he bids adieu to his children. 
With tears in his eyes, he gives them his 
bleffing as they depart. Little more it isin 
his power to give them; but he commits 
them to the protection of their Father’s 
God. How happy, if, in thefe mourn- 
ful moments, a voice of fuch a nature as 
this could reach his ears; Leave thy father- 
le ¢/s children ; Iwill preferve them alive; and 
let thy widows truft in me. 





ANIMATED by the defire of imitating 
that fpirit of divine compaflion which 
breathes in thefe words, a few refpectable 
gentlemen in this city formed, fix years 


ago, the plan of a Society for affifting the 


Sons of the Clergy. The icifteeutiol, as 
foon as it was known, met with public 
approbation and favour. It was early 
diftinguithed, and amply affifted by Royal 
munificence. It was incorporated by 
Royal charter; and, through the genero- 
fity of the public, has ie ae fo far, 

5 that 
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SERM, that the Society has already been» enabled 
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to giye aid to a confiderable number of 
the fons of clergymen of this church. 
The aid which the Society, in an:infant 
ftate, could as yet give, has been {mall ; as 
it is confined to what the intereft of their 
capital allows them to beftow. They ear- 
neftly wifh toybecome more effectually 
ufeful, by enlarging their provifion for the 
education of Sons; and hope to be ena- 
bled, in due time, to give affiftance to the 
Daughters, as well as to the Sons, of mini- 
fters; fo as to afford comfort to a widowed 
mother, and to the whole of a difconfolate 
family. For, it is to be obferved, that it 


_ is not merely to a literary education, or 


to preparation for the church, that the in- 
tentions of the Society are directed. They 
mean fo to apply their beneficence, that 
the families of minifters- may be affifted 
to acquire the neceflary qualifications for 


purfuing any ufeful employment in the 
world, for which they appear to be moft 


fitted. toh ads 4 
Among other inducements whichmay 
encourage the public to promote this bene- 
ficent plan, there is one which I cannot, on 
this 
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this occafion, omit to mention; that is, the SERM. 
fignal fuccefs with which many fons of ee, 
Scots clergymen have been bleffed, in fill- 

ing with honour feveral of the important 
departments of fociety. As I have not 

myfelf the honour of belonging to that — 
clafs, I can fpeak with more freedom on 

this topic than fome other of my brethren, 

Not to mention the well-known and dif- 
tinguifhed names of feveral who at pre- 

fent poffefs, with much dignity, {lations in 

the church, and chairs in the univerfities, 

and fome, now gone, who will be long 
remembered, as having done no fmall ho- 

nour, by their literary productions, to this 

part of the ifland; let me defire you to look 

round on the moft refpectable flations of 

bufy life, and to confider how many of thofe 

who now make a high figure at the bar, 

fome on the bench, many in the commer- - 

cial, the military, and the naval profeffions, 

were born and bred under the humble 

roof of a minifter.——Nor is this fuccefs 

to be afcribed to any favourable coinci- 

dence of circumftances at this time more 

than any other, It is the natural refult of 
. the 
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the manner in which they were brought 
up. Educated in good principles, and 
formed to fober manners, by pious and vir- 
tuous parents, they enter on the world lefs 
tainted than others by fafhionable vices 
and follies. By the fituation of their pa- 
rents they were inured, from their earlieft 
youth, to temperance and habits of appli- 
cation.. They come forward, not altoge- 
ther ignorant and unlettered, like the chil- 
dren of the meaner clafles of men, but 


_ with the foundations of good edtication 


and ufeful knowledge. At the fame time, . 
they fee and know that it is not to fortune 
and to friends, but to their own induftry 
and exertions, they muft truft for future 
fuccefs; and that only according to the 
opinion entertained of their merit, they 
can hope to be patronized by others. 
Hence it comes to pafs that young perfons 
of this defcription often advance them- 
felves more quickly, and a& their part 
more fucce(fsfully, than others who, from 
their birth and fortune, have enjoyed the 
benefits of a more improved and orna- 
mented education; but whofe opulence 

fometimes 
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fometimes fuperfedes labour, encourages sERM. 
; 9 ; ; XXI. 
indolence, and perhaps fofters diffipation 


and love of pleafure. 

Thefe. are confiderations which tend to 
befpeak public favour in behalf of the 
inftitution which I now recommend. Con- 
-fider, my friends, that by befriending and 
affifting it, you contribute to bring for- 
ward a new race, who, like thofe of the 
fame rank that have gone before them, 
may come, in their day, to be beneficial 
to their country and tothe world. It muft 


not be forgotten, that affiftance to bring 
them forward becomes now more necel- 


fary than it was to the former race, in 
confequence of the great additional ex- 
pence which is well known now to attend 
every part of education. By feafonable 
generofity, on this occafion, you may be 
ripening in fecret the feeds of future ge- 
nius; you may be bringing forward to 
maturity thofe young plants which fhall 
flourifh hereafter in the land; and which 
may perhaps attain fuch ftrength, and rife 
to fuch a height, as to protect others under 
their fhade. 
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‘To the honour of the prefent age, it 
muft be acknowledged not to be deficient 
in a fpirit of humanity. Frequent inftances 
both of public and private beneficence 
come forth on every proper occafion. In 
this city, many a noble monument appears 
of charitable foundations and inftitutions ; . 
fome deftined to educate the children of 
the needy; others to furnifh maintenance 
for the poor, to provide for the aged, or 
to receive and relieve the fick and the 
diftreffled. By their means much timely 
fuccour is given, and many a diftrefs is 
mitigated. The inftitution for the fake of 
which we are now affembled, partaking of 
the fame benevolent fpirit with the others, 
reaches to a more refpectable clafs of men, 
and aims at a more extenfive objedt. Its 
purpofe is, to prevent thofe evils which 
would arife to the public, from the children 
of worthy parents being left to languifh 
in that hopelefs indigence which throws 
them firft as a burden on fociety, and may 
afterwards render them a dangerous nui- 
fance to it. Inftead of this, it aims at 
bringing them into fuch a ftate as affords 
a reafonable profpe@t of their proving ufe- 

1 ful 
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ful members of the community, and per- sERM. 


haps of their ranking among its ornaments 
and fupports. 

So good a defign Providence has al- 
ready begun to favour, and we hope will 
continue to blefs. After we are laid in 
the duft, the generation that fucceeds us 
may experience its happy effects. They 
who now contribute by their generofity to 


carry it forward will, in the mean time, | 


enjoy the fatisfa@ion of having adopted 
the benevolent {pirit of the Chriftian re- 
ligion, they will enjoy the fatisfaction of 
having imitated, as they could, that com- 
paflion of our heavenly Father which, in 


fo affeCting a manner, is exprefled by the | 


' words of the text; words, which I hope 
will continue to dwell, with a lafting and 
tender impreffion, on all our hearts; Leave 
thy fatherlefs children; I will preferve them 


alive; and let thy widows truft in me! 
THE END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME. 
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2 vols. 14s. 
*,* The fecond Volume may be had feparate, 6s. in doards. 
Letures on the Gofpel of St. Matthew, by the fame, 
z vols. 8vo. Seventh Edition. 13s. iz beards. 

Sermons preached to a Country Congregation: To which 
are added a few Hints for Sermons; intended chiefly for the 
Ufe of the Younger Clergy. By William Gilpin, Psebendary 
of Salifbury, and Vicar of Boldre, in New Fore. 3 vols. 8vo. 
Second Edition. \\. 18, in boards.' . . 

The Volumes are fold feparate. 

Sermons by George Hill, D.D. F.R.S. Ed. Principal of 
St. Mary’s College in the Univerfity of St, dudrew; one of the 
Minifters of that City, and ne of His Majeity’s Chaplains in 
Ordinary for Scotland. 8vo. 7s, 

A Third Volume of Sermons on important Subje&s. By 
David Lamoat, D.D. Minifter of Kirkpatrick Durham, and 
one of the Chaplains to His Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales for Scotland. $8vo. 73. in boards. 

Difcourfes on various Subjects, delivered in the Englifh 
Church at the Hague. By Archibald Maclane, D,D. Member 
of fome Foreign Academies. 8vo. Third Edition. gs. 

Sermons by William Leechman, D.D. late Principal of the 
College of Glajgow. To which is prefixed, fome Account of 
the Author’s Life and his Lettures. By James Wodrow, D.D. 
Minifter at Stevenffon. 2 vols. 14s. 

Sermons by the late Rev. Hohn Dryfdale, D.D. F.R.S. Ed: 
one of the Minifters of Edinburgh, Sc. Gc. With an Account 
ofthe Author’s Lifeand Character. By Andrew Dalzel, M.A. 
F.R.S. Ed. Profeffor af Greek, Sc. Gc. Gc. in the Univerfity 
of Edinburgh. 2 vols. 14s. 

Sermons on various Subjeéts, and preached on feveral Oc- 
cafions, by the late Rev. Tomas Francklin, D.D. Chaplain in 
Ordinary to His Majefty, and Rector of Bradjfed, in Kent. 
3 vols. Third Edition. 11. 4s. 
~ The Third Volume may be had feparate, 7s. 7z boards. * 

Sermonson the relative Duties, Bythe fame. 6s. 

Addreffes to Young Men. By Yames Fordyce, D.D. Third 
Edition. 2 vols. 8s. f 

Sermons to Young Women. Bythe fame, 2 vols. Twelfth 
Edition. 7s. 

Addrefles tothe Deity. By the fame. Third Edition. 3s. 6d. | 

Sermons by the Rev, 7 /omas Giflorne, M. A, 2 vols, 8vo. 18s, 
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BOOKS publifhed by Capen and De: Strand. 


® A familiar Survey of the Chriftan Religion, and of Hif- 
tory as connected with the Introdu@tion of Chrittianity, and 
with its Progrefs to the prefent Time. Intended primarily 
for the Ufe of Young Perfons of either Sex, during the 
Courfe of public or of private Education. By the fame. 8vo. 
Third Edition. gs. 

The Principles of Moral Philofophy inveftigated, and ap- 
plied to the Conftitution of Civil Society. By the fame. 
Fourth Edition, corrected and enlarged: To which is added, 
anew Edition, being the Fifth, with an Appendix, of Re- 
marks on the late Decifion of the Houfe of Commons refpect- 
ing the Abolition of theSlave Trade. 8vo. 8s. 

An Enquiry into the Duties of Men in the Higher and 
Middle Claffes of Society in Great Britain, refulting from their 
sefpe€tive Stations, Profeflions, and Employments. By Thomas 
Gifborne, M.A. 2 Vols. 8vo. Fifth Edition. 16s. 

An Enquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex. By the 
fame. 8vo. Fifth Edition, 7s. 

The Works of Haznah More; including feveral Pieces never 
before publifhed. Handfomely printed in 8 Vols. 21. 2s. in boards. 

Strittures on the Modern Syftem of Female Education. 
With a View of the Principles and Condu& prevalent among 
. Women of Rank and Fortune. By Hannah More. 2 Vols. 
Ninth Edition. 103, i2 boards. 

Sacred Dramas}; chiefly intended for young Perfons. The 
Subje€s taken from the Bible. 4s. 2” boards. 

Elements of Chriftian Theology; containing Proofs of the 
Authenticity and Infpiration of the Holy Scriptures; a Sum- 
mary of the Hiftory of the Jews; a brief Statement of the Con- 
tents of the feveral Books of the Old and New ‘Vettaments ;. a 
fhort Account of the Exgli/h Tranflations of the Bible, and of 
the Liturgy of the Church of England; and a Scriptural Expo- 
fition of the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion. By George Pretty- 
man, D.D.F.R.S, Lord Bifhop of Lincoln. Defigned princi- 
pally for the Ufe of Young Students in Divinity. 2 vols. vo. 
16s, in boards. 

A Summary of the vrincipal Evidences for the Truth and 
Divine Origin of the Chriftian Revelation, Defigned chiefly 
for the Ufe ot Young Perfons ; more particularly thofe who have 
been lately confirmed in the Diocefe of London, By Beilby, Lord 
Bifhop of London. 2s. 6d. in boards. 

A Father’s Legacy t> his Daughters. By the late Dr. Gre- 
gory, of Ldinburgh. With Plates. 5s. 

The Mirror; a periodical Paper, publithed at Edinburgh in 
the Years 1779 and 1780. 2 Vols. 8vo. Fourth Edition. 145. 

The fame in 3 Vols. 12mo, 10s. 6d. 
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ise Paper, relia! at Edinburgh in 
the Years 1785 and 1786." 2 Vols. 8vo. Fifth Edition. 148. 

The fame in 3 Vols. r2mo. tos. 6d. ix boards. 

The Man of Feeling, a Novel. A new Edition. 3s, 6d. 

Another Edition, elegantly printed, with Plates. 5s. iz boards. 

The Man of the World. By the Author of the Man of 
Feeling, 2 Vols. A new Edition. 7s. 

Julia de Roubigné. 2 Vols. By the fame. 7s. 

Cecilia; or, Memoirs of an Heirefs. By the Author of 
Evelina. § Vols. Sixth Edition. 178. 6d. 

Camilla, or a Picture of Youth; by the Author of Evelina 
and Cecilia. 5 Vols. 1]. 15. fewed. 

The Italian; or, the Confeffional of the Black Penitents. 
A Romance. By Mrs. Radcliffe. 3 Vols. 15s. fewed. 

The Recefs; or, a Tale of other Times. By the Author of 
the Chapter of Accidents. Fifth Edition. 3 Vols. ros. 6d. iz 
boards. 

Moral Tales. By M. Marmontel. Tranflated from the French ; | 
illuftrated with 16 elegant Enpravings. 3 Vols. 10s. 6d. 2 boards. 

Zeluco: Various Views of Human Nature, taken from Life 
and Manners foreign and domeftic. ‘Third Edition. 2 Vols. 
148. 72 boards. 

Domeftic Medicine; or, a Treatife on the Prevention and 
Cure of Difeafes by Regimen.and Simple Medicines. By 
William Buchan, M.D. of the Royal College of Phyficians, 
Edinburgh. A new Edition. gs. 6d. 

This Treatife comprehends not only the Acute, but alfo 
the Chronic Difeafes ; and both are treated at much greater 
Length than in any Performance of the like Nature. It 
likewife contains an Effay on the Nurfing and Management of 
Children; with Rules for preferving Health, fuited to the dif. 
ferent Situations and Occupations of Mankind ; and Direétions 
for the Cure of Wounds, the Reduétion of Fraétures, Diflo- 
cations, &c. 

A Summary of Geography and Hiftory, both Ancient and 
Mod:tn; containing an Account of the Political State, and 
principal Revolutions, of the moft illuftrious Nations in Ancient 
and. Modern Times; their Manners and Cuftoms; the local 
Si:uation of Cities, efpecially of fuch as have been diftinguifh- 
ed by memorable Events; with an Abridgment of the Fabu- 
lous Hiftory, or Mythology of the Greeks. —To which is pre- 
fixed, an Hiftorical Account of the: Progrefs and Improve- 
ments of Aftronomy and Geography, from the earlieft Periods 
to the Time of Sir L/aac Newson; alfo a brief Account cf the 
Principles ‘of the Newtonian Philofophy, occafionally compared 
with the Opinions of the Ancients concerning the general and 
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“particular Properties of Matter; the Air, Heat and Cold ; 
ight and its Effects; the Laws otion; the Planetary 


Syftem, &c. With a fhort Defcription of the component 
Parts of the Terraqueous Globe, sede to the Notions of 
the Ancients, and the more accurate Difcoveries of Modern 
Chemifts. And a Geographical Index, containing the Larix 
Names of the principal Countries, Cities, Rivers, and Moun- 
tains mentioned in the Greeé and Roman Claflics, with the 
Modern Names fubjoined:: Alfo the Latin Names of the Inha- 
bitants, and the Adje@tives and other Words derived from the 
Names of the Places. The Whole illuftrated by a new Set of 
Maps, and defigned ely to connect the Study of Claffical 
Learning with that of general Knowledge. By Alexander 
Adam, LL.D. Reétor of the High School of Eainburgh, 
Third Edition. 14s, . 

Roman Antiquities; or, an Account of the Manners and 
Cuftoms of the Romans; refpe€ting their Government, Magif- 
tracy, Laws, Judicial Proceedings, Religion, Games, Military 
and Naval Affairs, Drefs, Exercifes, Baths, Marriages, Di- 
vorces, Funerals, Weights and Meafures, Coins, Method of 
Writing, Houfes, Gardens, Agriculture, Carriages, Public 
Buildings, &c. &c. Defigned chiefly to illuftrate the Latin 
Claffics, by explaining Words and Phrafes, from the Rites and 
Cuftoms to which they refer. By the fame. Fifth Edition, 
confiderably enlarged. 8vo. gs. 

Claffical Biography; exhibiting alphabetically the Proper 
Names, with a fhort Account of the feveral Deities, Heroes, 
and other Perfons, mentioned in the Ancient Claflic Authors; 
and a more particular Defcription of the moft Diftinguifhed 
Charatters among the Romans; the whole being interiperfed 
with occafional Explanations of Words and Phrafes. Defigned 
chiefly to contribute to the Illuftration of the Latin Claflics. 
By the fame. 8vo. 73. in boards. 

A Clafical Diftionary, containing a clear and comprehen- 
five Account of all the proper Names which occur in reading 
the Claffics. With Tables of ancient Coins, Weights, and 
Meafures. By 7. Lempriere, A.B. of Pembroke College Ox- 
ford, Fourth Edition. 12s, in boards. 
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